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Chapter Trophy Awards - Joanne Witte, Larry Witte, Tim Becker, 
Brad Eldred, Roger Froling, Don Harter, Larry Higgins, Scott 
Holmes, Joe Mulders, Bill Shelt, Art Street.

Conservation/Govt. Affairs - Larry Witte, Jim Walker

Dispute Resolution - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman 

Matching Grants - Jon Zieman

Front Sight Publication - Mary Harter

Education - Chad Stearns

Membership - Kevin Chamberlain

Nominating - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman

Programs - Roger Froling

Special Events - Kevin Unger, Tim Schafer, Scott Holmes, Jim 
Walker, Randy Raymond, Mike Strope

Annual Awards Banquet/Fundraiser - Joe Mulders, Abby 
Mulders, Don Harter, Mary Harter, Tim Schafer, Mike Strope, 
Kevin Unger, Joanne Witte, Larry Witte

Outfitter Donations - Roger Froling, Kevin Unger

Shooting Sports - Tim Schafer

Humanitarian Services - 
  Pathfinders - Randy Raymond
  Sportsmen Against Hunger - Mike Strope
Public Relations - Jim Walker

Standing Committees
Chairmen are listed first

The Front Sight is the official publication of the Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International, keeping 
club members informed about local club activities, and 
encouraging and defining good sportsmanship.  The Front 
Sight Magazine is published quarterly:  January, April, July 
and October.  Distribution 400+.  

Check our own www.midmichigansci.org website for copies 
of the Front Sight, listing of events, and fundraiser auction 
items.

Please support our sponsors!  Call or write them for catalogs 
and information on their products and services.  Make sure 
you tell them you saw their information in The Front Sight. 

Members of Mid-Michigan SCI or Isabella  
County Sportsman's Club may use the  

shooting range located at 2872 W. Millbrook  
Road just east of Winn Road. The lock  
combination is 2506 and changes yearly  

on February 15th. Please carry  
membership identification on you  

when you visit the range. 

In This Issue - July - September 2015

2 Chapter Officers and Board Members
2 Meeting Schedule
3 Your President
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3 Application for Membership
4 Book Review by Josh Christensen
    Bowhunting: A Passion for Life
  by Monty Browning
5 Roscommon Archery Club Thank You 
6 Las Vegas SCI Convention 
7 Diana Luncheon
8 Mid-Michigan SCI’s Awards Night
10 Mid-Michigan Hunter’s Expo
15 Thanks to our many Convention Sponsors
16 Chapter All Time Leaders
19 Conservation Affairs
  by Larry Witte
20 North Carolina Swan Hunt
  by John Baker
22 Archery Elk Hunting in Wyoming
  by Tim Schafer
24 Superguide
  by Dr. Peter Bucklin
26 Michigan Considers Closing 2015 Deer Season
  by Tony Hansen of Brow Tines and Backstrap
28 Ethiopia Dream Hunt
  by Mary Harter
34 SCI First for Hunters 
35 Looking Ahead
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Reservations required.  Please call and leave a message at 989-330-4463 
or email Maxine Warner at maxiwar27@gmail.com

SCI Mid-Michigan Chapter Meeting Schedule  
 * SUBJECT TO CHANGE

PRESIDENT & FUNDRAISING 
CHAIR
Joe Mulders
5700 Four Mile Road
Bay City, MI 48706
h 989 686-0118, c 989 450-8727
jhmulders55@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon J. Zieman
4410 N. Verity Road
Sanford, MI 48657-9388
h 989 687-9712
w 989 636-6336
jjzieman@tds.net

TREASURER
Scott Holmes
3894 Hiawatha Meadows Drive
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
h 989 772-6081, c 989 560-1949
scott@ljskitchens.com

SECRETARY 
Joanne Witte
11219 Birch Park Drive
Stanwood, MI 49346-7564
h  231 796-4927, c 231 250-5528
witte1939@charter.net

EDITOR
Mary Harter 
1375 N. Cedar Point Drive
Weidman, MI 48893
h 989 644-2333, c 989 506-3577
harter65@gmail.com

SCI EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Don Harter
1375 N. Cedar Point Drive
Weidman, MI 48893
h - 989 644-2333, c - 989 330-1065
harter65@gmail.com

SCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  
SCI INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT
Larry Higgins
1894 Kosiara Rd. 
Gaylord, MI 49735
h - 989 732-0728, c -  989 370-0645
lbhrpwt@gmail.com

REGION 19 REPRESENTATIVE
Stony Bing
4877 Brookstone Dr. NE
Rockford, MI 49341
616 866-4374

Date   Meeting Type    Time  Location  
June 29   Board     4:30 p.m. Harter’s
August 3   Board/Budget    4:30 p.m. Harter’s
September 5  TBA 

 DIRECTORS

Roger Froling
1000 Dildine
Ionia, MI 48846-9584
h 616 527-4622, c 616 291-0066
rfroling@chartermi.net

Larry Witte
11219 Birch Park Drive
Stanwood, MI 49346-7564
h  231 796-4927
c  231 250-5538 
witte1939@charter.net

Tim Schafer
1406 LaPearl Rd.
Weidman, MI 48893
h 989 644-3291, c 989 506-3516
customhomesandwoodworking@gmail.com

Mike Strope
1100 Bollman Drive
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
h 989 772-1863, c 989 506-1113
mstropecustombuilder@gmail.com

Randy Raymond
9459 Pere Marquette
Clare, MI 48617-9112
h 989 465-1648
blackbear.randy@gmail.com

Jim Walker
1936 S. MacKenzie Lane
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
stillwalks@yahoo.com
c  989 205-6570

Chad M. Stearns
155 W. Love Road
Stanford, MI 48657
w - 989 386-1523
c - 989 600-4077
cstearns@jayssportinggoods.com

Kevin Chamberlain 
3516 W. Pickard Road 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
h - 989-773-0502
c - 989-400-9510
kevinchamberlain88@gmail.com

In order to help us bolster new membership, 

Jay’s Sporting Goods of Clare and Gaylord is 

generously offering a $35.00 gift card for every 

new member to our local chapter. 

Contact Kevin Chamberlain for more information. 

National SCI Dues are now only $35.00 so it has 

never been so easy to join us.

April meeting guest speaker, 
Chad Thelen

Stoney Creek Outdoor Properties

Hunting and Farmland Specialist

May meeting speakers, Paul Conner and Jim StenderAuthors of “North America Hunting Adventures, Part One”

Craig Kauffman pinning Larry Higgins, our 36th President of SCI



Editor’s Message 
We attended the National 

SCI meetings in Washington 
D.C. May 5 - 9 and I attended 
the presentation of a wreath from 
Safari Club International at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
in Arlington Cemetery which is 
a very solemn event.  I have an 
aunt and uncle, Marge and John 
Johnson, buried there so it meant 
a lot to visit that area.

On May 8, the 70th Anniversary 
of Victory in Europe (VE) Day, we watched the “Arsenal of Democracy 
Flyover”.  Dozens of World War II aircraft flew in historically sequenced 
war bird formations over the Washington Mall.  They represented the major 
battles from Pearl Harbor through the final air assault on Japan concluding 
with a missing man formation to “Taps”.  This was in the “No Fly Zone” 
and very impressive.  To those of you who have never been to DC, the 
Mall is not a shopping area but the area from the Lincoln Memorial on the 
Potomac to the Capitol Building with all of the memorials and museums on 
either side of the Reflecting Pool and north to the Capitol.

The reason for holding the meetings in DC is the chance to visit our 
representatives in both the House and Senate.  We have an early morning 
gathering where we receive packets of information to leave with the 
people we are assigned to visit and then off we go.  Michigan had so many 
members present that we were split into two groups and met with most 
of our congressional people.  One third of the total of both the House 
and Senate offices were visited that day and we made a great impact for 
hunters everywhere.  We also visited our SCI office building in DC and 
were updated by our legal and lobbying staff.

The business meeting was on the last day and Larry Higgins, former 
president of this chapter, was pinned as the next President of SCI.  He is 
the 36th president and the 8th from the State of Michigan.  We are so very 
proud.

I hope you enjoy this issue with many pictures by Daniel Reinke of 
Reinke Photography.  I appreciate that he volunteered to do this and know 
you will enjoy his photography.

Keep Hunting and 
Keep Writing,

I hereby apply for membership_           
    FIRST   MIDDLE   LAST

Fill out both mailing addresses as well as email.  Please indicate by placing a X in the appropriate box  where you would like to receive club correspondence.    
If at all possible we would like to utilize your email address for this purpose.     ____________________________________________________________
           EMAIL ADDRESS
     
                                    

MEMBERSHIP DUES (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

 18  + 1 Year $ 35 National Dues  $ 25 Local Dues =  $ 60
  3 Years $ 150 National Dues  $ 75 Local Dues =  $ 225
  Life $1500 National Dues  $300 Local Dues =  $ 1,800
  Over 60 $1250  National Dues  $200 Local Dues =  $ 1,450
                          

Check/Cash attached $   ______________             
Bill my credit card: VISA  MASTERCARD  DISCOVER   (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

__________________________     _________________________        ______________________________________      
CREDIT CARD NUMBER       EXPIRATION DATE                   NAME ON THE CARD

__________________________________                 _____________________________________  
        APPLICANTS SIGNATURE                                SPONSORS NAME   

____________________________________________              ______________________________________________
DATE OF APPLICATION                                                                                  SPONSORS ADDRESS

❏ HOME         

 STREET ______________________________________________________

 CITY   ___________________________ STATE ______  ZIP __________

 TELEPHONE  _________________________________________________

❏ BUSINESS           

 STREET ______________________________________________________

 CITY   ___________________________ STATE ______  ZIP __________

 TELEPHONE  _________________________________________________

Mid-Michigan SCI 
P.O. Box 486 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0486

Mid - Michigan Chapter Safari Club International  •  www.midmichigansci.org
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
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President’s 
Message
Since the last Front 

Sight issue, our Chapter 
has completed its major 
fundraiser.  I think it was 
perhaps one of the best 
in recent years from the 
following perspectives; 
the weather was cold, but traveling 
was ok, thus attendance was up, we had a very good mix 
of vendors and outfitters and financially we did very well.  On another 
positive note, there are several areas for continuous improvement that 
your board will work on in the coming year.  The board election process is 
in process as I write this letter, please participate.

In early May, Don and Mary Harter and I attended the May National 
SCI Board meeting in Washington DC.  This was my first time attending 
this board meeting, once again I was very please to realize all the important 
functions SCI National does for you and I.  The legal team works tirelessly 
all year round promoting and looking out for hunter’s interests.  We have 
a great team of individuals making up the SCI National Executive Board, 
as well as, the Regional Representatives and Board Members at Large.  
Of particular note, our very own Chapter member Larry Higgins is now 
the SCI National President.  I cannot imagine the hours he puts into this 
position for our benefit.

Lastly, I have recently attended another Michigan SCI Chapter 
membership meeting; they had 60 to 70 people in attendance, even 
though their membership is no larger than our chapter’s.   In recent years, 
our chapter membership meetings have been poorly attended.  If you could 
design a membership meeting, what would it look like? Your board would 
like to hear from you, would you please call or give your input to myself or 
any board member?

Have a great summer and take a kid outdoors!
Sincerely, 

Joe Mulders
President, Mid-Michigan Chapter of SCI 
 



by Josh Christensen

Publisher:  Electric City Printing 
 Company
Copyright: 2014
List Price: $65.00

Monty Browning is not only an accomplished 
bow hunter, but he is also a great story teller, 
with his vivid details and hunting intellect he 
captures the readers’ imagination and keeps 
them guessing as to what will happen next.  His 
stories are extremely enjoyable and enlightening 
with a few tips added in to help other hunters.  

Monty is a truly “old school” bow hunter, 
using traditional bows; many of which he makes 
for his hunting adventures.

Throughout the book, filled with tons of 
colors pictures, you will be on the edge of 
your seat in disbelief as Monty takes you on 
adventures all over the planet.  He explains his 
tactics and his need to get very close to animals 
that you and I would be happy to get within 
rifle range, such as a Mountain Goat hunt in 
British Colombia. And other hunts for Cape 
buffalo in Mozambique where he tries walking 
straight into a herd to get within shooting 
range and when they begin to move away 
running after them!  

Cape buffalo isn’t the only dangerous game 
Monty is after, he also was able to close the 
distance and connect on a Grizzly bear at 
under ten yards.  There are also stories from 
Canada, Australia, Turkey and New Zealand.

After reading these stories it makes a person wish they could hunt with Monty for the 
fellowship and the knowledge he could share.  This is one of those book you can’t put down 
and wish was twice as long.

If you are interested in purchasing this book you can go to www.montybrowningbook.com.

This book gets 10 out of 10 bullseyes

Title: BOWHUNTING: A PASSION 
 FOR LIFE
Author: Monty Browning
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Roscommon Archery Club

Thank You!

Brian Piccolo with Angel who is legally blind 
found success in archery shooting a crossbow.

Winners of the Louisville tournament including #1 female adult Katie 
Schultz from Grayling ( student now instructor) and #2 female 

adult shooter Sheryl Tussey (RAC instructor) Roscommon .

Advanced students hamming it up for the archery camera.

Three leaders and one student from our class participated in the Centershot world champi-onships in Louisville Ky. May 6 th .



Archie Manning speaking to our group

Opening Ceremonies
Page 8  www.midmichigansci.org
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Las Vegas 
Safari Club International Convention

February 4 - 7, 2015



Diana Luncheon
February 4, 2015

Delano 64th floor Mix Lounge
Sponsored by the NRA Women’s Leadership Forum

Mary Harter joining the Dianas

And it was Mary’s birthday!

www.midmichigansci.org Page 9 
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Mid-Michigan Hunter’s Expo

Tim Schafer
North America Major 

Award #3

Tim TorpeyNorth America Major Award #1

Corey Hyde
North America Major 

Award #2

Mary Harter  Diana Award

Glenn Belyea
Europe Major Award

Youth Hunters of the Year
Luke Allen, Cole Harter, Dylan Harter, Kylea Hoover, 

Tyrel Hoover, Jenna Koch, Konnor Wilson

Don Harter
Africa Major Award #3

FR NT SIGHT
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Awards Night! 
Friday, February 27, 2015

Glenn Belyea
Men’s Top Hunter

Josh Christensen
Bow Hunter 
of the Year

Joanne Witte
North America Introduced 

Major Award

Mary Harter
Africa Major Award#1 and #2 

Paul Spencer
Crossbow Hunter 

of the Year

Chris Mathei
Muzzleloader of the Year

Terry BradenLifetime Achievement Award

Dawn MatheiWomen’s Top Hunter
www.midmichigansci.org Page 11 

photos by Daniel Reinke



Mid-Michigan Hunter’s Expo
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Where would we be without our 

Outfitters and Donors? photos by Daniel Reinke
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Mid-Michigan Hunter’s Expo

Abbe Mulders with Terry Braden
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What fun talking to other hunters!
photos by Daniel Reinke
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Kevin Chamberlain

Larry Witte with 
Leon Low

Kevin Chamberlain

Randy Raymond

Some of our very busy Board Members!

Kevin Unger

Scott Holmes
Jim Walker

Jon Zieman

Larry Higgins, our next SCI International President #36, 8th from Michigan

photos by Daniel Reinke

Brenda Poet, Chad Stearns, 
Randy Raymond, Jon Zieman

Randy Raymond with Don Harter, 
International Vice President

Mid-Michigan Hunter’s Expo
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Kevin Unger and 
Mike Strope

Joe Mulders



Thanks to our many 
Convention Sponsors...
Fund Raising Sponsors - Major Contributors

Jay’s Sporting Goods
Bandit Industries, Jerry Morey

Burch Truck & Trailer Parts - Jeff Harrison
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

$1,000 Platinum Sponsorship
Jon Zieman

QC Screen Company, Steve Galgoczi and Doug Clark
Custom HTG and PLG, Inc., Dan Rons
James Ware, D.O. - Orthopedic Surgeon
Summit Petroleum Corp., Robert Long

The Wildlife Gallery

$500 Gold Sponsorship
Pat and Nancy Bollman
Don and Mary Harter

$250 Silver Sponsorship
Chris Manthei

Mt. Pleasant Abstract and Title-Paul Alexander
Redpine Whitetails, Inc. - Larry and Cindy Higgins

Larry and Joanne Witte
Pat’s Auto, Inc.

A.E. Brown Construction LLC - Tony Brown
Big L Lumber Corporation

L. J.’s Kitchens
Mike Strope Custom Builder
Dewitt Lumber - Matt Esch

Dave Weisenburger
Todd Harter, Ameriprise Financial

Ron and Mary Browning
Tim and Charity Torpey

JBS Contracting, Inc.
Sweetgrass Productions, Kevin and Candy Chamberlain

Alliance Beverage

$100 Bronze Sponsorship
Steve Crooks

Kevin Whaley, The Campbell Group
Larry and Sue Ellen Smith

Pine Hill Club - Robert Mills
American Vault Co., Jim and Lynda Stender

Roger Card
Troy Allen

Keith and Julie Davis
Tom Myers

Tilmann Hardware - Gary Tilmann
Terry Woodbury

Bob Lackie
Jim Walker

www.midmichigansci.org Page 17 



FR NT SIGHT

Page 18  www.midmichigansci.org

Mid-Michigan chapter 
Safari club international

all tiMe leaderS 2015

AFRICA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE 
Abyssinian Bushbuck 2008 Larry Higgins 35 12/16  
Abyssinian Bohor  Reedbuck 2013 Larry Higgins 20 10/16 
Abyssinian Greater Kudu 2013 Larry Higgins 113 4/16  
African Cheetah 2001 Tim Torpey 13 10/16  
African Civit 2011 Larry Higgins 9 10/16  
African Elephant 2004 Jeffrey Chaulk 144 1/2  
African Leopard 1993 David Petrella  17 12/16  
African Lion 2005 Michael Moir  27  
African Lion (South Africa and Namibia) 
 1982 Roger Card 27 13/16 
African Wildcat 2012 Larry Higgins 8 6/16 
Barbary Sheep (Aoudad) 2014 Mary Harter 91 3/8 
Bates Pygmy Antelope 2007 Larry Higgins 4 12/16 
Bay Duiker 2007 Larry Higgins 11 10/16 
Beisa Oryx 1989 Roger Card 86 5/8 
Black Faced Impala 2005 Jeffrey Chaulk 59 2/8 
Black Lechwe 2008 Larry Higgins 60 5/8 
Black Springbok 2003 Larry Higgins 41 4/8 
Black Wildebeest 2014 Mary Harter 95 7/8 
Blesbok 1983 Sid Smith 48 7/8 
Blesbok 2004 Tim Bentley 48 7/8 
Blue Duiker 2014 Mary Harter 7 12/16 
Blue Wildebeest 2000 Gerald Schave 85 4/8 
Bontebok 2008 Terry Braden 43 5/8 
Brown Hyena 2012 Larry Higgins 17 2/16 
Bushpig 2000 Roger Card 17 12/16 
Cape Buffalo 2013 Don Harter 121 4/8 
Cape Bushbuck 1998 Tim Torpey 42 7/8 
Cape Eland 2008 Terry Braden 107 3/8 
Cape Grysbok 2003 Larry Higgins 11 10/16 
Cape Hartebeest 2001 Pat Brennan 72 5/8 
Caracal 2003 Larry Higgins 9 3/16 
Central African Giant Eland 2004 Roger Card 126 7/8 
Central African Kob 2011 Roger Card 46 4/16 
Chanler Mountain Reedbuck 2008 Larry Higgins 11 4/8 
Chobe Bushbuck 2004 Douglas Chapin  49 
Coke Hartebeest 1995 Ken Keeley 61 3/8 
Common Nyala 1999 Tim Hauck 77 4/8 
Common Reedbuck 2004 Owen Eldred 28 4/8 
Common Sable Antelope 1981 Pat Bollman 104 4/8 
Common Waterbuck 2009 Scott Vinkmulder 89 3/8 
Copper Springbok 2008 Larry Higgins 35 2/8 
Cookson Wildebeest 1997 Roger Card 82 5/8 
Cordeaux Dik-dik 1991 Pat Bollman  9 
Cordeaux Dik-dik 1991 Roger Card  9 
Crawshay Defassa Waterbuck 2008 Larry Higgins  69 
Damara Dik-Dik 2008 Larry Higgins 9 11/16 
Damara Dik-Dik 2005 Tim Torpey 9 11/16 
Dwarf Forest Buffalo 2001 David Petrella 49 2/8 
East African Bushbuck 2008 Larry Higgins 46 2/8 
East African Bush Duiker 2004 Larry Higgins 15 5/16 
East African Defassa Waterbuck 2004 Larry Higgins 77 5/8 
East African Eland 1996 David Petrella  104 5/8 
East African Greater Kudu 2004 Larry Higgins  124 
East African Impala 2008 Larry Higgins 66 1/8 
East African Roan Antelope 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk  78 
East African Sitatunga 2011 Mary Harter  64 
East African Suni 2008 Larry Higgins 8 14/16 
Eastern Bohor Reedbuck 2004 Larry Higgins  20 

Eastern Cape Great Kudu 1998 Tim Torpey  128 
European Fallow Deer 2009 Joanne Witte 174 7/8 
Forest Sitatunga 1997 David Petrella  62 4/8 
Fringe-Eared Oryx 1997 Ken Keeley 74 6/8 
Giant Forest Hog 2012 Larry Higgins 23 5/8 
Guenther Dik-dik 1989 Roger Card 9 2/16 
Harnessed Bushbuck 2011 Larry Higgins 33 5/8 
Harvey Red Duiker 2000 Roger Card 13 12/16 
Hippopotamus 2008 Mary Harter 71 2/16 
Hog Deer 2012 Larry Higgins 54 2/16 
Hyena (Spotted) 1996 David Petrella  18 5/16 
Kafue Flats Lechwe 2008 Larry Higgins 86 2/8 
Kalahari Gemsbok 2005 Jeffrey Chaulk 97 2/8 
Kalahari Gemsbok (RSA) 2001 David Rusch 94 6/8 
Kalahari Springbok 2004 Maryanne Belyea 46 5/8 
Kirk Dik-Dik 2005 Jeff Chaulk 10 8/16 
Klipspringer 1992 Terry Braden 15 2/16 
Lelwel Hartebeest 2001 David Petrella 66 7/8 
Lesser Kudu 1993 Pat Bollman  68 
Lichtenstein Hartebeest 2011 Mary Harter 68 1/8 
Limpopo Bushbuck 2002 Brad Eldred 46 7/8 
Livingstone Eland 2003 Larry Higgins 107 5/8 
Livingstone Suni 2005 Jason Parrott 11 8/16 
Meneliks  Bushbuck 1991 Roger Card  35 
Mouflon 2012 Larry Higgins 111 1/8 
Mountain Nyala 2008 Larry Higgins 97 5/8 
Natal Red Duiker 2001 Phil Seybert 12 1/8 
Neumann Hartebeest 2013 Larry Higgins 60 7/8 
Nigerian Bohor Reedbuck 2009 Larry Higgins 16 6/8 
Nile Buffalo 2009 Larry Higgins 93 3/8 
Nile Bushbuck 2009 Larry Higgins  41 
Nile Crocodile 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 14’ 10 1/2” 
Northern Gerenuk 1991 Roger Card 36 7/8 
Northern Grant Gazelle 2013 Larry Higgins 64 6/8 
Nyasa Wildebeest 1995 Jan Keeley 88 4/8 
Oribi 2004 Larry Higgins 16 4/16 
Peters Duiker 2009 Larry Higgins 14 12/16 
Puku 2004 Larry Higgins 50 7/8 
Red-flanked Duiker 2011 Roger Card 13 2/16 
Red Lechwe 2001 Jeffrey Chaulk 70 7/8 
Red River Hog 2001 David Petrella 11 8/16 
Roberts Gazelle 2008 Larry Higgins 56 4/8 
Roosevelt Sable Antelope  1996 David Petrella  136 6/8 
Salt Dik-Dik 2008 Larry Higgins 8 10/16 
Scimitar Horned Oryx 2014 Mary Harter  88 
Serval 2012 Larry Higgins 9 3/16 
Sharpe Grysbok 1988 David Petrella 7 12/16 
Sing-Sing Waterbuck 2011 Larry Higgins 75 1/8 
Soemmerring Gazelle 1991 Roger Card 45 3/8 
South African Springbok 1981 Roger Card 43 4/8 
Southern Bush Duiker 2004 Owen Eldred 16 4/16 
Southern Gerenuk 2004 Larry Higgins 42 2/8 
Southern Grant Gazelle  2004 Larry Higgins  67 
Southern Greater Kudu 2009 Scott Holmes 140 6/8 
Southern Impala 2008 Larry Smith 62 3/8 
Southern Mountain Reedbuck 2003 Roger Brown 15 7/8 
Southern Mountain Reedbuck 2007 Jim Maciatek 15 7/8 
Southern Roan Antelope 2014 Mary Harter  75 
Southern White Rhinoceros 2009 Joe Janicke 102 5/8 
Steenbok 2007 Tim Becker 15 9/16 
Thompson Gazelle 2004 Larry Higgins 37 4/8 
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CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE 

Tiang 1989 Pat Bollman 57 2/8 
Topi 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 53 6/8 
Tsessebe 2003 Larry Higgins 48 2/8 
Ugandan Kob 2009 Larry Higgins 58 5/16 
Vaal Rhebok 1998 Tim Torpey 20 2/8 
Water Buffalo 2012 Larry Higgins 85 4/8 
Warthog 2008 Gail Dawson  39 
West African Savanna Buffalo 2001 David Petrella 71 5/8 
Western Bongo 1997 David Petrella  84 3/8 
Western Bush Duiker 2009 Larry Higgins 12 8/16 
Western Hartebeest 1998 David Petrella  69 7/8
Western Kob 1998 David Petrella  56 4/8 
Western Mountain Reedbuck 1998 David Petrella  13 10/16 
Western Roan Antelope 2001 David Petrella 82 2/8 
White Bearded Wildebeest 2004 Larry Higgins 85 7/8 
White Blesbok 2007 Bill Shelt 48 5/8 
White Springbok 2005 Jason Parrott 37 1/8 
Wild Boar 2012 Larry Higgins 18 8/16 
Zambezi Sitatunga 2008 Larry Higgins 62 6/8  
 

ASIA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE 
Afghan Urial 2003 Larry Higgins 119 4/8 
Altai Argali 2004 David Petrella 235 5/8 
Anatolian Chamois 2008 Roger Card  27 
Bezoar Ibex 2006 Larry Higgins 107 3/8 
Blanford Urial 2004 Larry Higgins 117 2/8 
Caucasian Chamois 2007 David Petrella 24 7/8 
Chinese Blue Sheep 2002 Larry Higgins 119 2/8 
Chukotka Moose 2002 Larry Higgins 479 5/8 
Dwarf Blue Sheep 2006 Larry Higgins 73 4/8 
East Caucasian Tur 2005 Larry Higgins 150 6/8 
Eurasian Wild Boar 2012 Mary Harter 27 14/16 
Feral Yak 2005 Roger Card 78 3/8 
Gobi Argali 2001 Larry Higgins 201 6/8 
Gobi Ibex 2002 David Petrella 96 5/8 
Gray Wolf 2002 David Petrella 13 8/16 
Hangai Argali 2004 David Petrella 225 5/8 
Helan Mt. Blue Sheep 2006 Larry Higgins 114 7/8 
Hillier Goitered Gazelle 2005 Roger Card 31 6/8 
Himalayan Blue Sheep 2006 Larry Higgins 117 6/8 
Himalayan Ibex 2004 Larry Higgins 86 4/8 
Kamchatka Brown Bear 2002 Larry Higgins 26 6/16 
Kamchatka Snow Sheep 2002 Larry Higgins  174 
Kolyma Snow Sheep 2007 David Petrella 147 7/8 
Konya Mouflon 2006 Larry Higgins 125 5/8 
Koryak Snow Sheep 2007 Larry Higgins 140 6/8 
Kuban Tur (Western) 2012 Larry Higgins 114 4/8 
Maral Stag 2008 Roger Card 223 3/8 
Marco Polo Argali 2007 Roger Card 201 6/8 
Mid-Asian Ibex 2004 David Petrella 109 1/8 
Mid-Caucasian Tur 2007 Larry Higgins 141 2/8 
Mid-Eastern Red Stag 2011 Larry Higgins 265 1/8 
Mongolian Gazelle 2002 David Petrella 34 6/8 
Nemrut Ibex 2006 Larry Higgins 94 1/8 
Okhotsk Snow Sheep 2005 Larry Higgins  140 
Persian Goitered Gazelle 1998 Larry Higgins 36 6/8 
Philippine Warty Pig 2009 Roger Card 7 2/16 
Punjab Urial 2005 Larry Higgins 130 2/8 
Servetzov Argali 2005 Larry Higgins 143 3/8 
Siberian Ibex 2002 David Petrella 111 2/8 
Siberian Roe Deer 2005 Roger Card 80 6/8 
Sindh Ibex 2004 Larry Higgins 92 7/8 
Tibetan Gazelle 2001 David Petrella 33 5/8 
Trans-Caspian Urial Sheep 1998 Larry Higgins 146 4/8 
 Water Buffalo 2009 Roger Card 103 6/8 
West Caucasian Tur 2007 David Petrella 144 7/8 
Yakutia Snow Sheep 2009 Larry Higgins  146 
     

EUROPE
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE  
Alpine Chamois 2008 Roger Card 24 5/8 
Alpine Ibex 2005 David Petrella 101 2/8 

Balkan Chamois 2005 David Petrella 24 6/8 
Balerean Goat 2011 Larry Higgins 59 6/8 
Barbary Sheep 2008 Roger Card 121 1/8 
Beceite Ibex 2002 David Petrella 84 4/8 
Cantabrian Chamois 2008 Roger Card 20 2/8 
Carpathian Chamois 2005 David Petrella  28 
Chartreuse Chamois 2013 Larry Higgins  26 
English Red Deer 2013 Ron Browning 272 3/8 
Eurasian Brown Bear 1998 Tim Hauck 22 2/16 
Eurasian Feral Boar 2006 Roger Card 14 6/8 
European Fallow Deer 2013 Mary Browning 265 3/8 
European Golden Jackal 2012 Larry Higgins 9 12/16 
European Gray Wolf 2012 Larry Higgins 14 2/16 
European Mouflon 2012 Larry Higgins 124 7/8 
European Red Deer 1993 Roger Card  299 
European Roe Deer 1994 Ken Lehman, Sr. 55 1/8 
Feral Goat 2009 Larry Higgins 73 6/8 
Gredos Ibex 2002 David Petrella 78 6/8 
Hog Deer 2009 Larry Higgins 98 7/8 
Kri Kri Ibex 2014 Larry Higgins  68 
Japanese Sika Deer 2008 Roger Card 128 7/8 
Manchurian Sika Deer 2008 Roger Card 176 7/8 
Pere David Deer 1993 Roger Card 228 7/8 
Pyrenean Chamois 2005 Larry Higgins 25 1/8 
Reeves Muntjac 1993 Roger Card 18 3/16 
Ronda Ibex 2006 Roger Card 67 5/8 
Scottish Red Deer 1985 Ken Lehman, Sr. 262 3/8 
S.E. Spanish Ibex 2005 Larry Higgins 79 5/8 
Soay Sheep 2013 Glenn Belyea 93 6/8 
Spanish Red Deer 2007 Larry Higgins 276 5/8 
Tatra Chamois 2013 Larry Higgins 23 5/8 
Water Deer 1994 Bob Bohn  9 
Wild Boar 2009 Larry Higgins 24 9/16  
  

NORTH AMERICA INTRODUCED
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE  
Addax 1999 Brad Eldred 83 1/8  
Aoudad (Barbary Sheep) 2004 Paul Spencer 146 3/8  
Armenian Mouflon Sheep  2008 Roger Card 116 4/8  
Axis Deer (Non-typical) 2006 Brad Eldred 157 5/8  
Axis Deer (Typical)  2008 Larry Witte 152 3/8  
Axis Deer (Typical) Free Range 2009 Joanne Witte 143 3/8  
Barasingha 2000 Larry Higgins 186 6/8  
Barbarosa (Marino Ram) 1997 Sylvia Becker 154 6/8  
Beisa Oryx 2014 Dawn Manthei 75 2/8  
Bezoar Ibex 1997 Larry Higgins 91 4/8  
Blackbuck 2005 Lawrence Witte 70 3/8 
Black Sheep (Hawaiian) 2000 Tim Torpey 126 5/8 
Corsican Sheep 2005 Tim Becker 144 4/8 
Dama Gazelle 2003 Tim Becker 36 3/8 
Eland 2002 Brad Eldred 84 4/8 
European Fallow Deer 2000 Jeff Sackett 254 1/8 
European Mouflon Sheep 1996 Tim Becker 134 3/8 
Feral Boar 2007 Randy Raymond 22 8/16 
Feral Goat (Catalina) 1996 Tim Becker  94 
Feral Sheep 2012 Larry Higgins 111 1/8 
Gemsbok 2004 Tim Becker 90 1/8 
Hog Deer 1997 Larry Higgins  63 
Hybrid Ibex 1999 Larry Higgins 98 1/8 
Hybrid Sheep 2012 Larry Smith 119 4/8 
Markhor 2001 Larry Higgins 90 5/8 
Multi-Horned Sheep 2004 Tim Becker 116 3/8 
Nilgai 1999 Tim Becker 33 4/8 
Nubian Ibex 1998 Larry Higgins 98 1/8 
Oryx 2012 Larry Higgins 82 1/8 
Pere David Deer 1999 Larry Higgins 271 1/8 
Red Deer 2003 Tim Becker 286 1/8 
Red Sheep Iranian 1996 Larry Higgins 133 5/8 
Reeves Muntjac 1997 Larry Higgins 10 7/16 
Reindeer 1998 Roger Froling  420 
Roosevelt Elk 2006 Craig Chapman 169 6/8  
Scimitar-Horned Oryx Free Range 2009 Jeff Sackett 94 2/8  
Scimitar-horned Oryx 2008 Bill Shelt  95  
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Sika Deer (Non-Typical) 2005 Tim Becker 109 7/8  
Sika Deer (Typical) 2006 Brad Eldred 144 1/8  
Sitatunga 2004 Tim Becker  61 
Texas Dall 2003 David Gloss 147 2/8 
Waterbuck 2002 Tim Becker 47 2/8  
Water Buffalo 2006 Larry Higgins 104 6/8  
Watusi 2005 Roger Card 115 1/8  
Yak 1999 Doug Heeter 79 3/8  
 

NORTH AMERICA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE  
Alaska Brown Bear 2007 Jeff Chaulk 29 7/16  
Alaska Yukon Barren Ground Caribou 
 Jun-05 Pat Bollman 476 7/8  
Alaska Yukon Moose 1999 Debra Card 731 1/8  
American Alligator 2002 Edward Peters 11’ 10”  
American Bison 2003 Glenn Belyea 75 1/8  
American Mountain Goat 2002 Jeffrey Sackett  33  
Arctic Islands Caribou 1993 Larry Higgins 345 6/8  
Atlantic Walrus 2010 Roger Card 99 6/8  
Baja Blacktail Deer 2014 Larry Higgins  98  
Barren Ground Muskox 1997 David Petrella   87  
Bobcat 2010 Joanne Witte 9 10/16  
California Bighorn Sheep 2004 Larry Higgins 165 1/8  
Canada Lynx 1994 David Petrella  9 8/16 
Carman Moountain Whitetail Deer 2011 Terry Braden 111 2/8 
Central American Whitetail Deer 2000 Larry Higgins 75 1/8  
Central Canada Barren Ground Caribou 
 1998 Seth Hootman 462 4/8  
Coastal (Island) Black Bear 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 21 1/16 
Collared Peccary 1992 Harvey Pfeiffer  15 
Clolumbia Blacktail Deer 1994 David Petrella  140 1/8 
Columbia Blacktail Deer (Non-Typical) 2009 Tim Torpey 149 7/8 
Columbia Whitetail Deer (Typical) 2007 Owen Eldred 103 1/8 
Columbia Whitetail Deer (Non-Typ)  2007 Corey Hyde  133 
Common Grizzly Bear 2004 David Rusch 26 2/16 
Continental (Inland) Black Bear 2007 Randy Raymond 21 6/16 
Coues Whitetail Deer 2012 Corey Hyde 111 4/8 
Cougar 1998 Terry Braden  15 
Cougar 1985 Bob Doerr  15 
Cougar 2000 Patrick Brennan  15 
Dall Sheep 1980 M. Wernette 168 6/8 
Desert Bighorn Sheep 1985 Pat Bollman 181 1/8 
Desert Mule Deer Non Typical 1993 Debra Card 145 5/8 
Desert Mule Deer Typical 1997 Larry Higgins 199 4/8 
Eastern Canada Moose 1969 Roger Card  443 
Eastern Turkey Multiple Beards 2008 Marty Sheridan 67 12/16 
Eastern Turkey  2008 Anthony Utt  59 
Gould’s Turkey 2014 Glenn Belyea 43 2/16 
Gray Wolf 1988 Roger Card 17 5/16 
Greenland Muskox 1995 David Petrella  79 5/8 
Jaguar 1986 Roger Card  16 
Merriam’s Turkey 2013 Larry Witte 36 2/16 
Mexican Whitetail Deer Typical 1996 Debra Card 114 6/8 
Mid-Western Whitetail Deer (Non-Typical) 
 2007 Dana Hodges 207 3/8 
Mid-Western Whitetail Deer (Typical) 2008 Tim Torpey 168 5/8 
Mid-Western Whitetail Deer (Estate) 2014 Dick Stockmar  288 
Mountain Caribou 1980 Gale Hixson 420 3/8 
Northeastern Whitetail Deer NonTyp,FR 
 2005 Randy Raymond 270 1/8 
Northeastern Whitetail Deer Typ FR 2012 Rick Dickson 190 2/8  
Northeastern Whitetail Deer NonTyp, Est 
 2007 Tim Becker 313 2/8 
Northeastern Whitetail Deer Typ, Est 1985 Pat Bollman 181 7/8 
Northwestern Whitetail Deer Typical 2003 Robert Davis 169 4/8 
Ocellated Turkey 2011 Joanne Witte 36 14/16 
Osceola Turkey 2009 Glenn Belyea 62 8/16 
Polar Bear 2006 Jeff Chaulk 26 14/16 
Pronghorn 1993 Ron Mohnke 84 7/8 
Quebec-Labrador Caribou 2001 Mark Pellerito 439 1/8 
Red Brocket Deer 2001 Larry Higgins 11 4/16 
Rio Grande Turkey 2009 Joanne Witte 46 8/16 
Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep 2007 Larry Higgins 181 1/4 

Rocky Mountain Elk Non-Typical 1986 Gale Hixson  453 
Rocky Mountain Elk Typical Free Range 
 2005 Jeff Chaulk 382 7/8 
Rocky Mountain Elk Typical Estate 2001 Brad Eldred 424 1/8  
Rocky Mountain Mule Deer Non-Typical 
 2005 Jeffrey Chaulk 215 4/8  
Rocky Mountain Mule Deer Typical 2007 Marilyn Parr 204 6/8  
Roosevelt Elk 1996 Larry Higgins 297 6/8  
Roosevelt Elk Santa Rosa Island 1999 Terry Braden  350  
Shiras Moose 2013 Tim Torpey  292  
Sitka Blacktail Deer 2001 Brad Eldred  114  
Southeastern Whitetail Deer Typ FR 2005 Roger Card 130 2/8  
Southeastern Whitetail Deer Typ Est 1999 Larry Higgins 121 1/8  
Stone Sheep 2004 Jeffrey Chaulk 176 1/8  
Texas Whitetail Deer Typical Free Range 
 1999 Larry Higgins 151 5/8  
Texas Whitetail Deer Non-Typ Estate 2006 Tim Becker  159  
Texas Whitetail Deer Typical Estate 2001 Tim Becker 154 1/8  
Tule Elk 2014 Tim Torpey 307 3/8  
Western Canada Moose 2004 Keith Davis 553 4/8  
White Lipped Peccary 2002 Larry Higgins 15 13/16  
Wolverine 1992 David Petrella  10 8/16  
Woodland Bison Free Range 2006 David Petrella  66 4/8  
Woodland Caribou 2003 Tim Torpey 326 6/8  
Yucatan Gray-Brown Brocket Deer 2005 Larry Higgins 16 9/16  
 

SOUTH AMERICA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE  
Axis Deer  2002 Steve Diekema  138  
Axis Deer Non-Typical 2007 Roger Card 152 3/8  
Blackbuck 2002 Steve Diekema 73 2/8  
Brown Brocket Deer 2007 Larry Higgins  14  
Capybara 2007 Roger Card 16 1/16  
Collared Peccary 2011 Terry Braden 16 4/16  
European Fallow Deer 2007 Larry Higgins 241 6/8  
European Mouflon Sheep 1998 Roger Card 95 3/8  
Feral Boar 2009 Terry Braden 26 15/16  
Feral Goat 2011 Larry Smith 74 1/8  
Gray-Brown Brocket Deer 2011 Terry Braden 15 10/16  
Hybrid Sheep 2007 Larry Higgins 160 1/8  
Multi-Horned Sheep 2007 Larry Higgins 98 5/8  
Puma 2007 Larry Higgins 13 12/16  
Red Brocket Deer 2007 Larry Higgins 14 7/8  
Red Deer 2007 Larry Higgins 410 4/8  
Water Buffalo 2002 Steve Diekema 95 7/8  
White-Lipped Peccary 2011 Terry Braden 17 6/16 
 

SOUTH PACIFIC
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE  
Arapawa Ram 2011 Bill Shelt 121 6/8  
Axis Deer 2008 Larry Higgins  121  
Banteng 1988 Roger Card 71 6/8  
Blackbuck 2003 Nan Riley 69 3/8  
Chamois 2005 Terry Braden 28 6/8  
European Fallow Deer 2007 Mary Harter 233 6/8  
Feral Boar 1995 Roger Card 28 2/16  
Feral Bull 2011 Keith Davis 70 6/16  
Feral Goat 2011 Keith Davis 80 2/8  
Feral Sheep 2003 Joe Janicki Jr.  126  
Himalayan Tahr 1995 Roger Card 44 4/8  
Himalayan Tahr 2006 Larry Higgins 44 4/8  
Hog Deer 1996 Roger Card 71 3/8  
Mulocccan Rusa Deer 2006 Larry Higgins 133 4/8  
Red Deer 2012 Jeff Sackett 427 2/8  
Rusa Deer Javan Non Typ 2006 Tim Becker 162 5/8  
Rusa Deer Javan Typ 2006 Larry Higgins 153 5/8  
Sambar 2009 Mary Harter 140 2/8  
Scrub Bull 2006 Larry Higgins  61  
Sika Deer  2009 Mary Harter 161 5/8  
South Pacific Turkey 2011 Josh Christensen 41 10/16  
Wapati-Non Typical 2011 Keith Davis  419  
Wapiti-Typical 2009 Nick Johnston 383 4/8  
Water Buffalo 2006 Larry Higgins 101 4/8  
Whitetail Deer 2013 Larry Higgins 90 6/8

CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE 
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CONSERVATION AFFAIRS
By Larry Witte

PERMIT NO LONGER REQUIRED TO PICK UP ROAD KILL
Legislation passed last year allows Michigan residents to take road kill deer 

and other game animals without obtaining a permit from law enforcement 
officers.  The person hitting the animal has first priority.  Fresh road killed deer can 
be consumed and can be an additional source for soup kitchens and food banks.

2015 TURKEY COOPERATOR PATCH AVAILABLE
Hunters and collectors can purchase 2015 Turkey Cooperator patches 

for $5.00 including postage and handling.  This is made possible through a 
partnership between DNR and the Michigan Chapter of the National Wild Turkey 
federation.

Send orders along with checks or money orders made out to the National 
Wild Turkey Fereration to the following address:

National Wild Turkey federation 
Wild Turkey Patch Program
P.O. Box 8
Orleans, Michigan 48865
Proceeds fund wild turkey projects.
Youth hunters, 17 years old and younger, who have a valid turkey hunting 

license may receive a free patch by sending and complete address with a legible 
copy of the youth’s valid turkey license to the address above.

VICTORY FOR SCI CONSERVATION AND PRO HUNTING GROUPS.  
ATF SURRENDERS AND WITHDRAWS AMMO BAN PROPOSAL.
In a stunning victory for hunters and gun owners the Bureau of Alcohol 

Tobacco Firearms, and Explosives (BATF or AFT) withdrew its ill-fated regulatory 
proposal to ban rifle ammunitions.

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN BLACK BEAR COOPERATIVE PROJECT
Bear are not always cooperative.  To quote Dwayne Etter, DNR Wildlife 

Research Biologist March 2015:
“We had an interesting but not very memorable day on bear dens yesterday.  

We had a sow with 3 yearlings in an exposed den within 200 yards of 131 just 
North of Big Rapids.  We lined the road with DNR staff and COs in case any of them 
squirted out.  When we went in it was obvious they had been out wandering 
lately and a turkey carcass was in the den.  The whole group fled and tried to cross 
131.  Fortunately we got them turned around and just backed out.  It’s too much 
of a risk to try her again so we’ll wait for her collar to come off later in the summer.  
We then decided to go check the den that we had scheduled for SCI to attend 
next Tues.  The way the den is constructed and the fact she has several yearlings 
with her (means) there is no way to safely access her.  We also had 2 collar failures 
this fall so there are other bears out there, but we don’t know where their dens 
are.  So, unfortunately I have no den to take your Chapters to this year.  Although 
my project is ending, we still have several bears collared in the NLP for orphaning 
so I’ll make sure you’re on the list for next year.”

MICHIGAN DNR COMPLETES LATEST MOOSE POPULATION SURVEY
The 2015 population estimate in the western U.P. is 323, compared to an 

estimate of 451 in 2013.  From 1997 to 2007 surveys of prime moose habitat in 
Baraga, Iron, and Marquette counties suggested the U.P.’s moose population was 
growing at a modest rate of about 10 percent per year.  From 2009 to 2013, survey 
results showed an apparent change in that trend with the growth rate slowing to 
about 2 percent per year.

Future surveys will be needed to identify any long-term trend for Michigan’s 
moose population.  Other states and provinces have reported declines in moose 
populations near the southern edge of North America’s moose range, yet other 
populations are holding steady or increasing.  Researchers in Michigan have 
hypothesized several potential causes for a possible ddecline of moose numbers 
in Michigan.  Among potential factors:

-Back-to-back severe winter weather that negatively affected moose 
condition, survival and reproduction success.

-Year-round climatic changes, especially warmer temperatures, that led to 
increased parasite loads on moose weakening their overall condition.

-A possible increase in wolf 
predation on moose calves due to 
the region’s lowered deer population.

The next moose population 
survey is planned for early 2017.  
However, given moose population 
trends, the DNR will again 
recommend to the Michigan Natural 
Resources commission that there be 
no moose hunt in the state.

(from DNR publications)

THE ROLE OF HUNTING IN 
PRESERVING THE FUTURE OF 
WILDLIFE SPECIES IN SOUTH 
AFRICA

Thanks to the significant 
increase in game numbers and the 
land used to breed wildlife, South Africa is quickly becoming the recognized 
authority in global conservation, best practices, and the sustainable use of 
natural resources.

There are an estimated 10,000 privately owned game ranches in South 
Africa, predominantly in marginal agricultural areas, covering an estimated 
20.5 million hectares of land.  Fifty years ago, a headcount of all the game in 
the country would have numbered around 500.000.  Today there are around 20 
million, of which about 16 million are privately owned.

South Africa’s wildlife and conservation success story is unparalleled 
anywhere in the world and it’s almost entirely due to the safari hunting industry.

South Africa’s model for sustainable wildlife conservation also has important 
ramifications for many of the country’s other social challenges, particularly 
employment creation, skills development and food security.  More than 100,000 
people are employed in the wildlife industry.  Additionally, about three times 
more people are employed on a game farm than a traditional livestock farm.

(From Conservation Matters—second edition.  Written by Adri Kitshoff, Chief 
Executive Officer Professional Hunters’ Association of South Africa.)

WOLF ATTACKS UP IN 2014
Wolf attacks in the U.P. last year were responsible for 17 hunting dogs and 26 

farm animals.  The total number was higher than the 20 reported losses in 2013.  
DNR reported that wolves may have turned to domestic animals due to back to 
back harsh winters which have reduced deer numbers.

ALERT TO SCI MEMBERS ABOUT CHANGES TO REQUIREMENTS FOR 
TRAVELING FROM THE U.S. WITH FIREARMS/AMMUNITION

Safari Club International has received information about changes in 
the requirements for hunters who wish to export/bring their firearms and 
ammunition with them when they travel to hunt outside the United States.  SCI 
is researching these new requirements in order to understand exactly why these 
changes are going into effect and what will be required of members who wish 
to travel with their firearms and ammunition to hunt in other countries.  A great 
deal of confusion remains.  The implementation of the new rules was thought to 
be April 2015 but now delayed to October.

In the past all that was needed was a form 4457 from Customs and Border 
Patrol.  The National Rifle Association has advised that Customs and Border Patrol 
has instituted a temporary plan for those who wish to export their firearms 
and who are either unaware of the new requirements or are unable to use the 
computer system required.  

Also, it is not known how the requirements will be met by those who are 
driving outside of the country, often to Canada.

If you are planning a trip in the near future, contact Customs and Border 
Patrol for requirements.

Look for future updates from SCI.
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In September of 2013, I 
had a chance to have a 
hunting adventure with 

Tim Hockhalter of Timber Creek 
Outfitters.  Tim guides out of Cody, 
Wyoming and has a concession on 
the border of Yellowstone Park.  The 
animals available are bighorn sheep, 
elk, and mule deer.  Our hunt was 
for elk in the September archery 
season.  I was lucky enough to coax 
Don Harter into taking time to hunt 
with me, as the best results are one 
guide to two hunters.

So we were off.  Don and I drove 
to Cody where we met up with Tim and 
his friend, Ken, who did all the cooking 
for us.  We had a couple of drinks, filled 
out our permits, and made plans for 
the following morning.

An early breakfast and we were 
off to Tim’s corral where Tim kept his 
horses -- yes, horses.  It was a seven 
hour ride to camp.  I have to say Don 
is a better horseman than I, especially 
when we came to the area called the 
slide which takes one hour to cross.  
The slide is a part of the trip along a mountain made of 
shale.  One misstep by your horse and you won’t have 
to drive home.

The first day of hunting was nothing but exciting.  
I had never heard so much bugling as it seemed there 
were bulls in all four directions.  The method of hunting 
is to locate a bull, make a move on him, and try to call 
him in for a shot.  The first setup Tim did for us was full 
of action.  Don was in the right spot for the shot when 
a six by six was coming.  The bull got within 60 yards 

which on was on the outside end of 
our range when the wind changed 
and the bull was gone.

The second day we had a couple 
of bulls coming but we didn’t get 
lucky.  

The third morning we went 
after a bull we had located the prior 
evening.  Tim had us in the right 
spot, but the call was interrupted by 
a four by four who came right in to 
Tim calling.  Don and I never saw 
the big bull but Tim saw him cross 
the ridge and thought he may have 
been a seven by seven.  That was the 

bull worth pursuing.  
We made a plan that evening after 

seeing him again with four or five cows 
laying on a hill at about 500 yards 
distance.  We would return to the spot 
where he was the prior morning and 
get set up.  Before we made it to our 
location, still on horseback, we saw elk 
running up the mountain.  We tried 
a call but to no avail.  Just about then 
it started raining and raining hard.  
Tim built a fire to stay warm and dry 

because we knew we would have to wait and try to 
locate the bull later that day.  The decision was made to 
ride to the top of the mountain and get above him.  The 
wind began to blow and was swirling by the time we 
made it to the top and it was still raining.  We tied up 
the horses and began to glass the hillsides but the wind 
was blowing in all directions.  We soon saw the cows at 
about a half of a mile and they took off again.

Just about when we thought we were out of luck 
we spotted the big bull feeding in a small opening 
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about a quarter mile away and below 
us.  Tim said he had had enough of 
this animal and that either we were 
going to kill him or run him out 
of the county.  He told us to walk 
beside our horses as we had no tree 
cover until we were off this ridge.  
We had almost made it to the tree 
line when that four by four run over 
the ridge in front of us.  Regardless 
we were committed.  We got set 
up as quickly as possible with Don 
going right and myself left.

Tim began cow calling and 
bugling like a small bull while 
breaking branches and stomping 
his feet.  Immediately the big guy 
answered and there he was and 
coming fast directly at me.  The 
bull worked his way up the ridge.  
I told myself to draw my bow 
when I saw the tip of his antlers 
crest the hill and was at full draw when he came into 
view.  About then he stopped and beat the dickens out 
of a pine tree at 30 yards.  Then he headed for Tim’s 
calls.  I shot at 25 yards and the bull took off down the 
mountain.

Upon gathering back together we decided not to 
wait to track him.  The rain had stopped but we didn’t 

know for how long.  Don and I 
began tracking but for one pool 
of blood we weren’t having much 
luck.  Everything was wet.  Tim had 
worked down the ravine and within 
10 minutes had found the bull.

We began to quarter the animal 
and with not enough time to get the 
pack horses, we dragged the quarters 
up the hill about 30 yards from the 

carcass and covered them with 
pine boughs because there are a 
lot of grizzly in the area.  The next 
day, Tim, Ken, and myself went to 
retrieve the meat, hide, and antlers 
only to find we had had a visitor.  
A grizzly had totally covered the 
carcass but hadn’t messed with 
the meat.  Ken and I stood guard 
while Tim packed everything and 
we headed back to camp.

Tim Hockhalter has hunted 
this area for 25 years and knows the area like the back 
of his hand.  He is very attentive to his hunters and just 
a very good guy.  He also guides rifle hunts in this area.  
Don and I are returning to hunt again this fall.

I hope you will call Tim for the adventure of a 
lifetime.  Contact at:  Timber Creek Outfitters, Tim and 
Jerri Hockhalter at 307-899-3667 or 307-899-2579.

Tim Hockhalter and 
Tim Schafer
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The smell was unmistakable, and 
as the scent approached, I 
knew Puppy (my beagle mix) 

had done it again. He just couldn’t 
help himself. If it had fur or feather, 
he had to chase it.  Unfortunately, 
that included those furry 
creatures with stripes and quills.  
I remember the day when we 
brought him home.  We had just 
lost my Dad’s prized German 
shorthair pointer, Frieda Von 
Waldenburg.  She had contracted 
heartworm and distemper 
and passed away in her prime 
hunting age.  It was the first I 
recall knowing something close 
to me that died. That was the last 
time I remember crying at the 
death of a man or beast.  Dogs are 
called man’s best friend and I believe 
it.  “No matter how you mistreat them, 
they still love you,” a friend once told me.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t keep any of Frieda’s 
pups and the heartbreak of losing her kept us from 
having a dog for quite a while.  We tried to get a dog 
through the animal shelter, but there is a reason they 
are at the shelter.  They won’t stay home!  I’m not sure 
where we were, but leaving my Uncle Ken’s house, we 
saw a sign:  “Free Puppies Here”.  “Come on Dad, let’s 
just go look at them!” we cried.  My Dad knew what 
was coming and he didn’t want to look at them because 
he knew we would want to bring one home.  “Come 
on Paul, let’s just go look at them,” Mom echoed.  The 
pups were a mix of beagle and terrier and we begged 
to take the smallest one home with us.  Dad must have 
liked the small size or couldn’t resist the begging, and 
so Puppy found a home with the Ritchie family.  My 
memory fails me, but I was at about the age that I 
could begin hunting.  So my dad had to train two new 
hunters.  Both were eager to get started.  I have heard 

it said that some are just meant to be hunters and 
others not.  Sometimes, I think it is how their 

first experiences go during the hunt.  I 
know I have been freaked out when a 

rabbit was wounded and screamed.  It if 
had happened on my first hunt, I’m not 

sure that I would go again.  Some dogs never 
get the chance to become hunters because 

they are exposed to gunfire on their first 
time out and the loud noise scares them.  

Tom Huggler wrote an article called 
“Happy time dog training.”  His 

theory was that most dogs were 
meant to hunt, but haven’t had 
enough time in the field to 
make them good hunters.  He 
advocated walking the dog 12 
months of the year, letting them 
learn to pick out the smell of 
different game without firing 

a shot.  This method really 
worked for our family 

because we lived close to good 
walking areas.  We had a nice 60 

acre wood lot across the street from our house.  On the 
next block there is state right-of-way for the spillway of 
a river.  Both were full of rabbits, pheasants and other 
critters.  We had lots of practice taking Puppy for walks 
and many of life’s troubles were shared while walking.  
This informal training seemed to make both dog and 
boy anxious to get to the real hunting.  

Puppy was especially anxious, as I remember letting 
him out of the car at one of our pheasant hunting spots 
and before I could get the shotgun out of the car, he was 
gone.  I called, but I didn’t run into him for two hours.  He 
came dragging back to the car with his tongue hanging 
out and his tail between his legs.  I didn’t know whether 
to kill him or laugh.  I threw him into the car and went 
hunting by myself.  Eventually, both of us realized that 
we couldn’t be successful without the other, and we 
began to work together.  When we both began to slow 

Going to the Dogs 
by Michael L. Ritchie, D.C.
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down, we became more successful.  The method that 
seemed to work best for us was having him go ahead 
tracking rabbits and I would take a couple steps and 
wait.  Before long, his barks that seemed far away would 
sound closer and closer.  Then when Puppy was 75-100 
yards in front, I would look closely and there would 
be a rabbit sneaking along.  For most hunting, I used 
my dad’s Model 12 Winchester pump gun in 12 gauge.  
Quite a powerful gun for short range, especially when 
the rabbit would come within a few yards.  I could have 
used a 22LR, but back then we didn’t have a gun for 
every hunt like today.  Now that shotgun has become 
my wife’s favorite turkey gun.  She is 
darn good with it to boot.  Some people 
say the most important thing to learn 
about hunters safety is not to teach 
your wife to shoot a gun.  Oops, too 
late!  Puppy, my dad and I accounted 
for many rabbit dinners and many good 
times roaming around the hunting 
club property.  It was a great escape 
from the pressures of school, work and 
the city.  It was simple, uncrowded, a 
time to view nature and appreciate just 
being together.  Life becomes too busy 
and I long for an eternity with the fun 
times we had walking the woods 
together.  As I grew older and was 
able to drive, my friend Al (the 
swamp rat), Puppy and I would 
head north to hunt.  I would 
pack up the old VW the night 
before and the dog would jump 
in the back seat, thinking we were 
leaving right away.  He didn’t want 
to be left behind as he was during 

deer season, so sometimes he would sleep overnight in 
the car.  The next morning, after doing my Detroit Free 
Press paper route, we would head up for the evening 
hunt and return Sunday night.  

Puppy’s configuration was like a beagle, but a bit 
longer in the legs.  This made him perfect for some of 
the snows we encountered at the hunt club.  Marion 
didn’t get the amount of snow we receive in Roscommon 
County, but occasionally is accumulated knee deep.  At 
those times we would abandon the cottontail rabbits in 
the lowlands and concentrate on the snowshoe variety 
found around the burned out pine stumps that remained 

from Michigan’s big logging days.  Most 
of the club had been logged over more 
than once.  Puppy wasn’t afraid to get in 
the thick of things, which is a result of 
his terrier half.  This resulted in some 
injuries over the years, like torn off 
toenails, scratches and swollen, bloody 
foot pads.  For being the runt of the 
litter, he could get pretty mean when it 
came to finishing off a wounded rabbit, 
squirrel or pheasant.  The bear guides I 
have hunted with call it “grit” when a dog 
doesn’t back down from an encounter 
with a black bear.  Puppy had grit for 

his size.  I have seen him whip a 
German Shepherd one time when 
the dog dared to come into our 
yard.  Home court advantage, I 
guess.  I haven’t hunted rabbits in 
years and mostly because I don’t 
own a  dog to hunt them with. If 
I get a grandchild that wants to 
hunt, you can bet my household 
will be going to the dogs.
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Several decades of hunting can leave a 
person with a treasure-trove of memories.  
Not all those memories are treasured, but I 

feel very fortunate in having probably more than my fair 
share.  Trying to sort all this out is a fun challenge and 
I have come up with a nugget:  My best guide outfitter 
ever.

Having hunted with many, many guides, outfitters, 
and African PHs over the years, this is the one who set 
the standards in my mind of how a hunt can be and 
should be set up.

In early 1989, my now-departed dear friend and 
hunting partner from Edina, Minnesota, Jack Renwick, 
called me at my home in Michigan and suggested that 
I and my older son, Jon, should join him on a guided 
Wyoming pronghorn bow hunt.  

The outfitter Jack contacted, it turns out, had a day 
job but maximized his free time guiding hunters near 
his Western Wyoming home for just about all the legal 
game out there.

Jack, Jon, and I, a well as three or four other Michigan 
hunters, were to meet our guide at a designated 
crossroads in the middle of nowhere in Sublett County, 
Wyoming -- and I mean nowhere.  No ranches, few two-
track roads, and miles and miles of BLM land.

As we chatted and waited for our guide to show 
up, we couldn’t help but wonder what we had gotten 
ourselves into.  The sheer desolation of the place made 
it seem like we waited forever.  But much sooner than 
later, Ronell showed up, shook hands all around, and 
told us to follow him to our campsite.

After a fairly long drive, we were pleased and not 
just a little surprised to find two or three good-sized 
tents with cots, a benched picnic table large enough to 
accommodate all of us, and a large motor home.

We found the motor home very well equipped with a 
full bathroom, shower, and plenty of hot water.  Though 
Ronell would join his hunters in their blinds, he still 
found time during the day to keep the camp tidy and 
drive into the nearest town for water.

Superguide
by Dr. Peter Bucklin
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After we all got 
settled in, we began 
to find our arid 
surroundings very 
appealing, especially 
so to this city boy 
from Lansing.

To the east, way 
off to the east, we 
could see endless 
miles of the Wind 
River Mountain 
Range running 
north and south.

After settling 
in, we got a short 
talk from Ronell 
regarding the usual dos and don’ts on the hunt, after 
which he passed around a hat containing little pieces of 
paper with a different number on each little ticket for 
each of the blinds.

Whichever number each of us drew was the number 
of the water hole blind that hunter would be in the next 
morning.  Each day we moved up a number.  That way, 
nobody hunted the same blind twice.  So the odds of 
success were the same for all of us, no exceptions.

Each morning after a hot breakfast in the warm 
trailer, we all piled into the truck with lunches and 
beverages and were dropped off at the blinds.

The blinds were a delight.  They were half dug out and 
half sided and roofed with particleboard sections and 
all  brushed in.  the excavations provided a comfortable 
dirt seat with a dirt backrest.  This, of course, was before 
laser range finders, but not to worry, the probable shot 
opportunities were marked with wooden stakes labeled 
for the correct yardage.

All the particleboard sections were predrilled and 
coated so that they could be easily reassembled for the 
next year’s hunters.  Pretty slick.

Ronell’s wife had usually accompanied him on the 
hunts and cooked the evening meals.  But with a growing 
family, it came to her preparing and freezing delicious 
meals at home for Ronell to thaw and cook in the trailer.  
And could she cook!

The Wind River Mountain Range was so far away 

from our camp 
on the seemingly 
endless prairie, we 
could see miles and 
miles of it stretching 
to the south.  There 
was almost always 
an electrical storm 
with plenty of 
lightening displays 
going on somewhere 
on that range.  
Mother Nature 
must have felt she 
would entertain 
us.  As if that wasn’t 
enough, she threw 

in a full lunar eclipse one evening.  Ronell positioned 
his truck so that by opening the door and attaching his 
spotting scope to the driver’s side window, we were able 
to take turns throughout the evening walking up to see 
through the scope, making occasional adjustments to 
accommodate for the earth’s movement.

Seeing the eclipse of the moon through a very 
fine 40x telescope rock-steady at 3,000 feet elevation 
and with crystal-clear conditions is impressive to the 
extreme.  Ronell told us the local media had reported 
that astronomers from all over the world had flocked 
to exactly our area for scientific observations under 
those absolutely ideal conditions.  I’m sure they weren’t 
disappointed.

To top it all off, with Jack, Jon, and I filled out, Ronell 
situated Jon and me on an active prairie dog village.  
Of course, he set up shade, beach chairs, and plenty of 
cold water and pop.  We had opportunities, but neither 
of us were able to reduce the overall prairie-poodle 
population.

And, oh, yes, Ronell arranged for the taxidermy 
locally and measured it for Pope and Young.  My goat 
not only made the book, but would still qualify today 
after two increases in the minimums.

To the best of my knowledge, Ronell Skinner no 
longer outfits, but I do know he still hunts and he still 
measures for P & Y.

Yeah, he was the best.
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I killed my first buck in the Ottawa National 
Forest in the western end of Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula.

I may never hunt deer there again. Both by my 
choice and, perhaps, by regulation.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
has put forth several points of consideration for the 
Natural Resources Commission, the panel responsible 
for setting Michigan's hunting and fishing regulations, 
in regards to deer hunting in the Upper Peninsula.

One of those considerations: closing the U.P. to 
deer hunting.

To put this in perspective, we need to take a quick 
look at the history of deer hunting in Michigan. It is, in 
fact, a history that mirrors the rise of whitetail hunting 

across the nation.
Michigan's deer-hunting tradition spans back 

more than 100 years. Prior to settlement in the 1800s, 
southern Michigan was home to a thriving population 
of whitetails. The mixed hardwood forests and open 
areas created an ideal habitat mix. On the other hand, 
the virgin confier forests of northern Michigan and the 
Upper Peninsula were habitat better suited to elk and 
moose, and there were few deer in those regions.

By the 1870s, as settlers began to flood southern 
Michigan, whitetails were all but gone, thanks to 
widespread habitat loss and unregulated shooting. 
Meanwhile, large-scale timbering of northern Michigan 
helped to create ideal habitat conditions, and whitetail 
numbers took off there. By the 1880s, more than 1 

BY TONY HANSEN WRITES BROW TINES AND BACKSTRAP MAY 4, 2015
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Closing 2015 Deer Season



www.midmichigansci.org Page 29 

million whitetails lived in the northern Lower and 
Upper Peninsulas. Logging camps hired commercial 
hunters – one of which was my great-grandfather – to 
supply the camps with venison.

This commercial take of venison eventually led 
to the creation of Michigan's first regulated hunting 
season in 1895. Throughout the first several decades 
of Michigan's hunting history, northern Michigan 
continued to be “the” place to hunt whitetails for 
obvious reasons: that's where all the deer were.

But in the 1960s, things began to change. Whitetail 
numbers in the southern reaches of the state, where 
corn and soybeans are grown in great abundance, 
began to grow. At the same time, deer numbers in the 
northern reaches of the state began to slide.

By the 1990s, southern Michigan easily surpassed 
the northern portions of Michigan in both deer 
numbers and harvest totals.

And then the bottom fell out.
In the 2000s, Michigan saw population and harvest 

totals decline steadily in the northern portions of 
the state, with the Upper Peninsula seeing the most 
dramatic decreases.

Last fall, according to Michigan DNR estimates, the 
U.P. deer kill was down 40 percent from the previous 
season. And that season was down considerably from 
the year before... and dramatically from the boom 
times of 20 years ago.

Some areas of the Upper Peninsula had more than 
40 inches of snow on the November 15 gun season 
opener, and the winter dragged on long and brutal. 

Several consecutive years of harsh winter conditions 
have now taken place, prompting the recent DNR 
consideration of closing the U.P. deer season for 2015. 
Of course, it's important to keep in mind here that this 
is not an official proposal. It is merely one of several 
talking points the DNR has presented to the NRC in an 
effort to craft regulations that will ensure the long-term 
viability of deer hunting in the U.P.

But here's something to consider: is there truly a 
long-term future for whitetails in the Upper Peninsula?

Winter weather has certainly taken a toll on deer 
numbers in the region. But harsh winters aren't exactly 
a new occurrence there. The U.P. is a rough and rugged 
place. When deer numbers were booming there 100 
years ago, winters were likely just as harsh. And yet 
deer numbers were high. Why? The same reason there 
weren't many deer there prior to settlement.

Habitat.
Before settlers arrived – when winters were just as 

harsh as they are now – there were few whitetails in 
the virgin stands of pine and aspen. But when logging 
operations cleared the land and allowed for new 
growth to occur, whitetails found a buffet of nutrition. 
Numbers boomed, and winters were still long and cold.

Today? Logging is done on a smaller scale, and much 
of the region is National Forest – making prescribed 
fires and timbering a much trickier proposition. The 
habitat of today resembles that of pre-settlement. And 
deer numbers are starting to match those times as well.

In addition, there are wolves in the Upper Peninsula. 
It's no secret that wolves are voracious predators and 
that they can have an impact on deer numbers. Sensible 
predator control should take place, and that will likely 
help the situation some. But it's not a cure-all.

So what will happen?
Well, I don't think we will see the U.P. closed to deer 

hunting. So if you're a U.P. hunter, you can relax on 
that point. But I do expect we will see fairly significant 
regulation changes to protect more deer. At the same 
time, I'm not sure that it will do much, if any, good. 

Far more deer are dying from winter conditions 
than are being tagged by hunters. And the same holds 
true with depradation by wolves.

I've been in the U.P. at the tail end of a long winter. 
I've seen the carcasses of deer that died from exposure. 
Wolves will take their share of deer. Hunters are taking 
their share, as well. But Mother Nature is taking more. 
Despite the taking of deer by hunters and wolves, we 
still see significant winter kill. That indicates the issue is 
not overharvest by hunter or predation. That indicates 
an issue with habitat and an inability for the land to 
support the deer that lived there. 

If we kill fewer deer, will that not place more stress 
on limited food sources and yarding areas and lead to 
even more winter kill? In fact, that's likely to happen.

Prior to settlement, the habitat supported few 
whitetails. Then that habitat changed, and deer 
numbers boomed.

Winter conditions have been fairly consistent since 
the beginning. Wolf numbers aside, there has been but 
one factor that's determined whitetail boom or bust in 
the U.P.: habitat. 

I can't help but wonder if the answer to the future 
isn't found in the past.
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L
ast year at the SCI Convention we purchased 
the Dream Hunt to Ethiopia which benefited 
the Foundation’s Sables Youth Education 

Program and are we ever glad we did.  What a wonderful 
time we had being guided by Nassos Rousso himself 
from Ethiopian Rift Valley Safaris on two completely 
different hunts plus 
a guided tour of 
many of the country’s 
highlights.

After landing 
in Addis Ababa, 
the capitol, we 
toured for four days 
visiting the ruins of 
ancient Abyssinian 
civilizations and 
eleven of the 1,000 
rock-hewn churches 
around Lalibela.  We 
visited Gondar, “The 
Camelot of Africa” 

and were invited to join in wedding pictures in a local 
castle.  We enjoyed visiting an open market where 
the Ethiopian people were very receptive to us taking 
pictures of them.  We visited beautiful waterfalls of the 
Blue Nile near the source of the Nile River.  We saw 
3.18 million year old “Lucy” in the National Museum.  

We enjoyed a local 
food, Injera, which 
is a large, thin 
pancake made with 
a fermented batter 
which you tear 
off in pieces to eat 
with meat, onions, 
peppers, etc.  We 
even visited a local 
bar and joined in 
with the dancing.

We flew with 
Nassos to the Omo 
Valley to begin 
our hunt.  This is 

Ethiopia Dream Hunt
by Mary Harter
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a Christian area and we were 
greeted by many of the natives.  
This was a hot, desert area and 
the people wore few clothes.  The 
women wore skins at the waist 
and below and numerous beaded 
necklaces and bracelets, some 
made of metal.  Some had a nail 
pierced out below their lower lip.  
Some decorated their braided hair 
with red mud.  The little girls wore 
beads but nothing else and little 
boys were naked.  Many of the 
older natives wore regular shorts 
and t-shirts but some just wrapped 
material around their waist.  We 
stayed in cabins right on the Omo 
River where the community  lived.  

The first evening we drove out and saw 
hundreds of Thompson gazelles and many 
Guenther dik-diks plus numerous birds, cattle 
and sheep.  The next morning we went to the 
same area and looked over many herds before 
choosing a huge male Thompson gazelle 
which I shot.  Back to camp to take care of 
him and then out at 3:30 p.m. looking for 
gerenuk and kudu.  We found a few gerenuks 
but they ran before I could set up to take a 
shot.  Gazelle steaks for dinner.

We met Sarie, the head woman in camp 
who wore skins and a lot of beads and metal 
bracelets.  She let me take her picture.  I 
made friends with Naite, a big, white goat 
that loved the little bananas which grew in 
the local garden and were on the table for 
every meal.  

The next day was the Ethiopian New 
Year which is September 11 and is celebrated 
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., their day.  They 
use the Julian calendar.  A goat was tied out 
back and was the special treat for dinner.  I 
was assured that they would not eat Naite.

Out early that morning and found three 
kudu but they were all females and a gerenuk 
and I got him.  It was a 146 yard John Wayne 
shot so Nassos said.  Anyway the gerenuk 
went right down and I was pleased with my 
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shot.  Back for a gazelle lunch 
and then out again at 4:00 
p.m.  The high water made 
travel hard and we had to drive 
further around some wet spots.  
Some of the dried mud looked 
like shaved chocolate the way it 
curled up in pieces.  Saw seven 
lesser kudus but no shooters.  
Dinner was gerenuk.

Out again early and saw lots 
of kudu sign and sighted one 
at a distance.  The water level 
is going down,.  We are about 
40 miles from Kenya and the 
Sudan.  Back to camp for lunch 
and checked the salted hides.  
The gazelle skin is all dried and 
the gerenuk is in the second 
salt.  Nassos uses a special salt 
from Greece and it really does 
a great job.  For the evening we 
sat in the camouflaged 
vehicle at a well used 
kudu crossing.

Out earlier the 
next day and again sat 
near kudu runways 
camouflaged with 
brush.  Saw a couple 
but too far away.  Went 
back to camp around 
10:00 a.m. to get the 
shotgun, an old Parker 
double, one like my 
father used to own.  
Now we were after the 
Guenther’s dik-diks.  
We had been seeing so 
many of them but they were either too small or too fast.  
They were always in pairs and I soon learned that if you 
could see the horns they were probably shooters.  I had 
seen horns on a couple the previous day and we went to 
that area.  Saw only three pair.  Back out for the evening 
at a new spot for kudu but didn’t find a male.

Out again for kudu or dik-diks.  Saw several but 
not what we wanted.  High water is still a problem to go 
some of the places we want to go but others are drying 

out and getting dusty.  Saw 
several gerenuks, a jackal, and 
many beautiful birds.  Back out 
for the afternoon but dik-diks 
either ran too far or into thick 
brush.  My right arm and leg 
are bleeding from the many 
scrapes with brush as we try 
to get near a dik-dik.  Saw one 
female kudu.

Next day out with the 
Parker double again and finally 
a couple of dik-diks stayed 
under a tree until I could get 
on them.  The male was a good 
one but I had to wait until the 
female cleared.  I was sure the 
male would bolt with her but 
he stayed long enough for me 
to get a shot.  Down he went 
and was an old guy with huge, 
3 1/2” horns.  Continued to 

hunt kudu and some 
came out behind us and 
we saw several on the 
way back to camp but 
not what we wanted.

Out early for a 
two hour drive to a 
different spot for kudu.  
Drove past the fields 
of gazelles and on to 
a dry, sandy riverbed 
area.  Drove down it a 
ways and sat to glass for 
a few minutes.  Colobus 
monkeys were watching 
us.  Drove back out and 
one kudu ran past us.  

We saw several females on the way but no males.  Saw 
a jackal.  Back out at 4:00 p.m. looking for kudu.  Sat 
overlooking a trail and one female was spotted behind 
us.  We eventually moved the vehicle to nearer where 
the female crossed and as we approached, a nice male 
started to cross.  I hurriedly shot and as he moved, the 
shot went over him.  Thankfully he stopped.  I quickly 
reloaded and shot again and this time he fell.  Nassos 
quickly drove to him and he was dead.  Everyone was 
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very excited as this was the last day to hunt in this 
camp.  We were flying on to a new camp the next day.  
After a week of hunting here I have finally completed 
the list of what we were after.  Back to camp early with 
much celebration.

The next morning the natives had many of their 
handmade items on display for us.  They had gourds, 
pillow chairs, beaded jewelry, and carvings.  I bought 
a carving and some of the beaded jewelry.  We left 
camp to fly to Awassa and then drove on to Munessa 
Camp which is in a Muslim area.  We went out glassing 
about 4:00 p.m. and saw several colobus monkeys that 
are beautiful with their little faces and long white tails.  
We saw several female nyalas eating on a mineral area.  
Many local people use the road that we hunt near so the 
animals are used to the sounds of people.

This is a tented camp and looks like a typical elk 
camp in Wyoming or Colorado.  There are huge 
eucalyptus trees and junipers and lush vegetation.  Two 
donkeys are tied out front where they eat grass.  They 
haul our water from a nearby spring.  There are lots of 
sheep, goats, several horses, and cattle.  Two little girls, 
Yatti and Vokisha, come over to the fire every day to see 
us.  Their father is in charge of keeping the fire going 
which is used to heat the water for washing our clothes, 
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doing dishes, and for our showers.  The coals are used 
for cooking.  The little girls are shy but shake our hands 
and like their pictures taken.  Don shows them their 
pictures and they giggle.

Up early at 4:45 a.m. when the generator comes on.  
Out at 5:30 a.m. to climb up the mountain where nyala 
had been spotted.  We saw two bushbucks but will not 
be shooting one until after we have gotten my nyala.  
We saw three females and a nice male but he was too 
far to shoot.  We tried to get closer but then couldn’t 
see him and didn’t want to spook him.  Sometimes 
they will run to another area and we would never see 
him again.  Drove to another area and then hiked.  Saw 
two young males but none we wanted.  Back for lunch 
and then out again at 4:00 p.m.  Sat glassing under an 
umbrella in the rain while it thundered and lightening.  
Saw a nice male out at 720 yards.  Many females.  Got 
stuck on the way back to camp and had to winch out 
the truck.  The truck has studded chains to help propel 
us through this red clay mud.  Thursday is market day 
so lots of people are on the road.  Most walk but a few 
ride mules or horses.  There are no cars or even carts 
here.  Cows are in the field across from us with their 
caretakers to drive them home.

It started to rain at 2:30 a.m. then again at 5:10 a.m. 
but out we went in the downpour.  It quit about 8:00 
a.m.  We did two different hikes and saw five small 
male nyalas and one male bushbuck plus many females.  
Nine people are with us plus many are out scouting.  It 
rained three more times before bedtime.

Out early to glass and then we sat at a spot in the 
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trees.  No shooters.  Someone spotted one in the brush 
but we never saw him.  From 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
it rained.  The roads were terrible.  Water runs right 
through the middle of the road.  We saw some female 
nyalas and two young males were very close and just 
starred at us.  What an easy shot they would have been.

No rain all night and we were out early again.  
Drove to one of the highest places and glassed.  We 
saw baboons.  Drove in the forest and walked to a 
spot overlooking a little clearing where a female nyala 
was eating.  Glassed here for a couple of hours but no 
visitors.  We looked for colobus monkeys.  We saw 
many but either there was no shot or they 
were too small.

Back to camp for lunch and as I was 
taking off my muddy boots, word came 
that several nyala were spotted near camp.  
Away we went again with me tying my 
boots in the back of the truck.  We neared 
some juniper trees and got off and walked 
in.  It was dark under the junipers and four 
males were laying or standing on the far 
side of the forest.  After much glassing, we 
picked out one laying down and I got on the 
shooting sticks and pulled the trigger.  The 
gun wouldn’t fire.  I racked out that shell and 
tried another.  It wouldn’t fire.  Don had just 
said he would clean my gun after lunch.  I 

handed the gun to Don and he emptied it, 
racked it hard, dry fired it, put in another 
shell, and handed it back.  I hit the nyala 
in the shoulder - perfect shot in spite of 
the problems.  Anyway the nyala got up 
and hunched and I put another shell in 
the gun and we got closer to take another 
shot.  He was behind several trees and two 
male nyalas passed behind him.  He stayed 
in the same place, hopefully just bleeding 
to death, but I needed to shoot him again.  
I did!  Right through the shoulder again.  
Down he went and kicked a few times.  
Away we went to him with everyone very 
happy.  I couldn’t believe all of the people 
that had joined us.  They carried “my” 
nyala to the road and we took pictures 
after a lot of congratulations and hugging.  

According to Nassos, I am the sixth woman in SCI to 
shoot a mountain nyala and five out of the six have been 
with Nassos.  I hadn’t realized how few of us had done 
this and was amazed.  They loaded him in the back of 
the pickup and took him back to camp to skin him up.  
The meat was split up between the locals and loaded on 
a donkey.  A couple of neighborhood dogs and many 
buzzards enjoyed the remains.  Two dogs kept the birds 
away until there were about 50 buzzards waiting.  Then 
the dogs gave up and the birds ate.

At 2:15 p.m. it rained again and we rushed to take 
down clothes on the line.  Most were dry or almost dry 
and it had taken a couple of days to accomplish this.  



www.midmichigansci.org Page 35 

FR NT SIGHT

The workers ran to help me.  At 3:15 
p.m. we went out looking for a colobus 
monkey or a Menelik bushbuck.  We 
found some monkeys but they weren’t 
big enough.  We walked through thick 
forest and in several directions.  Finally 
one was spotted.  Nassos blew on a little 
whistle and another monkey that was 
bigger came out.  We set up to shoot him 
and I shot.  Several went over to find 
him.  What a beautiful black and white 
animal with a long white fluffy tail.  Now 
only one more animal to go.  Mountain 
nyala for dinner.

The next day was the first day of 
school.  It started raining just after 
midnight and continued until we woke 
up.  Out again, but this time to hunt 
bushbuck.  We walked through a forest 
to glass a grassy field.  Lots of nyala, of 
course, and a few female bushbucks.  
The roads are terrible again because of 
the rain.  We drove further and got out 
to glass and then walk a trail.  Several 
nyala crossed the trail in front of us and 
then a small bushbuck.  Soon after a 
beautiful bushbuck was spotted just left 
of the trail up the hill.  I shot and down 
he went.  Everyone congratulated me 
and went up to get him.  They set him 
up for pictures.  He was an excellent 
buck and had been fighting.  His ear was 
split, he had an injury on a front leg, and 
lacerations in other places.  He was an excellent old 
animal to be taken.  Back to camp by 7:00 a.m. for tea.  
Some of the local children came to dance for us.

The next day we packed up to drive for 4 1/2 hours 
to Addis Ababa.  For part of the trip we took the new 
highway.  It was the first time Nassos had been on it 
and we were all impressed.  It had three lanes each way 
and we made much better time on it but when we got 
to Addis Ababa we were greeted with dust and smog 
from the city.  Such a difference from the clean country 
air we had just left even though we had to deal with a 
lot of mud.

We checked in to the Raddison Blu for two 
nights.  Jonas took us on two days of touring before 

our scheduled flight back home.  After a wonderful 
breakfast buffet at our hotel we were off to see the 
Gelada baboons where from 19 to 25 per family live in 
caves and the Debre Libanos monastery, home for 500 
monks and 300 priests.  It is Greek Orthodox.  5,000 
people live around the church.  Water coming from 
the waterfall is said to be curative holy water.  Yellow 
scarves denote the monks.  The next day we visited the 
office and then the Intoto area and its church.  

What a wonderful trip to an area very different from 
anywhere we have been.  We had two totally different 
hunts and wonderful tours.  Thanks again to Ethiopian 
Rift Valley Safaris for donating this hunt.
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Looking Ahead - 
to our Next Issues -

Bison Hunting
 by Jenna Koch

Hunting the Eastern Cape of 
South Africa
 by Mary Harter

North Carolina Swan Hunt
 by John Baker
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A hero is a man who does what he can.   Ronald Reagan



FR NT SIGHT

www.midmichigansci.org Page 39 

One doesn’t discover new lands without consenting to lose sight of the shore for a very long time.
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Burch Truck & Trailer Parts
5776 Venture Way • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

(989) 772-0081
Jeff Harrison, CEO • www.burchparts.com

Central Michigan’s 
Truck and Trailer Parts Store

• Oilfield Parts
• Agricultural Parts and 

Equipment
• Suspensions and Axles
• Drivetrain Components
• Air and Electrical Systems
• Exhaust Components
• Powertrain System 

Components
• Load Securement

• Personal Protective 
Equipment

• Polishing and Cleaning 
Supplies

• Fast Delivery and 
Experienced Sales Staff

• EBY Trailers and Truck Beds - 
Now Available!

• Tanker Parts and Accessories

STORE HOURS:  Monday – Thursday 7am to 7pm  •  Friday 7am to 5pm

Complete Axles and Suspensions

Laugh uncontrollably.  It clears the mind.
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The best way out is always through.    Robert Frost
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My grandfather always said that living is like licking honey off a thorn.   
 Louis Adamic

RR#2 Site 2 Box 15 Sundre, Alberta  T0M 1X0
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It just wouldn’t be a picnic without the ants.    Anonymous
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Froling Insurance
Roger & Sherri Froling

 MEDICAL / HEALTH INSURANCE
Individual & Group Plans 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Priority Health

 DENTAL 
INSURANCE
Delta Dental

LIFE 
INSURANCE  
John Hancock

DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE

ANNUITIES & RETIREMENT PLANS
Jackson National Life

LONG TERM CARE &  IRA’S
Turning 65 years old? Call for your Quotes!

Office: 

616-527-4622

Cell

Roger: 616-291-0066

Sherri: 517-474-7724

I ask not for a lighter burden, but for broader shoulders.     Jewish Proverb

and Ginger Turner

www.lostcreekoutfitter.com • www.lostcreekpacktrips.com
lostcrek@vcn.com
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When it is darkest, men see the stars.   Ralph Waldo Emerson

Kelly’s Deer Processing 
introduces

Hunting Buddy Bucks 

FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR  
“SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”

WANTED: Cull Deer to purchase
Colin Kelly

19077 12 Mile Road
Big Rapids, MI 49307

(231) 796-5414
Email: colin@cks-place.com

www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
24- Hour Deer Drop-Off During Season 

SCI Mid-Michigan Member

Kelly’s Deer Processing 

10361 W. VanBuren Rd. • Riverdale, MI 48877

989.833.7135

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 4:30pm



FR NT SIGHT

Page 46  www.midmichigansci.org

Smooth seas do not make skillful sailors.    African Proverb

Roger C. Froling

1000 Dildine Road 
Ionia, MI 48846

Office: (616) 527-4622
Fax: (616) 527-6736
Cell: (616) 291-0066

rogerfroling@charter.net
Life Insurance Company

Medical Insurance
Disability Income

Life Insurance
Pension Plans

Dental Insurance
Annuities



Check us out at

New Fast & Easy Way to  

Send Files & Place Orders 

w w w . p l e a s a n t g r a p h i c s . c o m

Inc
Pleasant
graphics

T: 847.690.0690 
F: 847.690.0699 
E: lisaj@dlchb.com 
Laurad@dlchb.com

It’s no accident that we are able to produce such remarkable printing. 

We work hard to make you look good.




