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Members of Mid-Michigan SCI or Isabella
County Sportsman's Club may use the
shooting range located at 2872 W. Millbrook
Road just east of Winn Road. The lock
combination is 2506 and changes yearly
on February 15th. Please carry

membership identification on you
when you visit the range.

www.midmichigansci.org

Standing Committees

Chairmen are listed first

Chapter Trophy Awards - Joanne Witte, Larry Witte, Tim Becker,
Brad Eldred, Roger Froling, Don Harter, Larry Higgins, Scott
Holmes, Joe Mulders, Bill Shelr, Art Street.

Conservation/Govt. Affairs - Larry Witte, Jim Walker
Dispute Resolution - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman
Matching Grants - Jon Zieman

Front Sight Publication - Mary Harter

Education - Chad Stearns

Membership - Kevin Chamberlain

Nominating - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman
Programs - Roger Froling

Special Events - Kevin Unger, Tim Schafer, Scorr Holmes, Jim
Walker, Randy Raymond, Mike Strope

Annual Awards Banquet/Fundraiser - Joe Mulders, Abby
Mulders, Don Harter, Mary Harter, Tim Schafer, Mike Strope,
Kevin Unger, Joanne Witte, Larry Witte

Qutfitter Donations - Roger Froling, Kevin Unger
Shooting Sports - Tim Schafer

Humanitarian Services -
Pathfinders - Randy Raymond
Sportsmen Against Hunger - Mike Strope
Public Relations - Jim Walker

The Front Sight is the official publication of the Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International, keeping
club members informed about local club activities, and
encouraging and defining good sportsmanship. The Front
Sight Magazine is published quarterly: January, April, July
and October. Distribution 4004-.

Check our own www.midmichigansci.org website for copies
of the Front Sight, listing of events, and fundraiser auction
items.

Please support our sponsors! Call or write them for catalogs
and information on their products and services. Make sure

you tell them you saw their information in The Front Sight.
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SCI Mid-Michigan Chapter Meeting Schedule
* SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Date Meeting Tvpe Time Location
April 6 Board 4:30 p.m.
Membership 6:30 p.m.
May 4 Board 4:30 p.m.
Membership 6:30 p.m.
June 1 Board 4:30 p.m.
August 3 Board/Budget 4:30 p.m. Harter's
Camp Misery

Comfort Inn
Comfort Inn
Comforr Inn
Comfort Inn
Comfort Inn

September 6 Membership Trap Shoot 1:00 p.m.

Reservations required. Please call and leave a message at 989-560-7288
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President’s
Message

What a busy
time of the year for
your Chapter. [ just
recently  returned
from the National
SCI Convention
in Las Vegas in
carly February. If you have
not ever participated in this event you should really
consider attending. Next year's National SCI Convention will be held
February 3rd through the 6th, 2016. You can attend one through all 4 days.
It is very hard to describe both the size of the facility and the environment.
There are over 2000 vendors from jewelry, clothing, firearms and of course
outfitters from every corner of the globe.

Upon returning home we immediately continued working with your
Board planning the final details for the fundraiser the end of February.

This is where the many months of soliciting auction items all come
together for your fundraiser. This year’s fundraiser is shaping up as
potentially one of the best ever. We will have over 70 vendors on site;
about half will be outfitters from around the world; mostly America, but
also Africa, Mexico, Canada, New Zealand and Spain and the remainder
vendors such as, property consultants, implement dealers, archery and
firearm vendors, safe and optic vendors. While there is much work left
to do during your fundraiser, I would like to take the time to thank all the
individuals for both their effort and time putting your fundraiser together
and ask for volunteers from the membership to consider helping in next
year's fundraiser which will be the last weekend in February 2016.

Sincerely,

Toe Mulders
President, Mid-Michigan Chapter of SCI
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Editor’s Message

Just got back from the International
Convention in Las Vegas. Such a
whirlwind of activities with five special
dinners in a row. On Wednesday, we
received the Chapter Magazine Award
for the fifth year in a row. On Saturday,
all of our children and grandchildren
spent the day on the convention floor
followed by the Evening Dinner where
I received the Diana Award, the 2015
International Woman Hunter of the
Year with a filmed presentation followed
by my speech. There will be pictures of
convention happenings in the next issue.

Our chapter convention is right before this and goes to press so
pictures of those activities will be in the next issue, also.

SCI certainly keeps us busy. We attend several other Michigan
chapter conventions and will be presenting the story of our Eastern Cape
South African hunt again for the Michigan Chaprer on April 9. If any of
you are interested, give Stony Bing (Region Rep. on previous page) a call
for a reservation. We will be at the Pinnacle in Grandville.

Hope many of you are planning to hunt trkeys. We certainly are.
No matter how much other hunting we do, calling turkeys is still one of
my favorites.

Keep Hunting,
Keep Writing,

P At
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

1 hereby apply for membership

FIRST

4 HOME
STREET

1Ty STATE e
TELEPHONE

18 + 1 Year $ 35 National Dues
3 Years S 150 National Dues
Life $1500 National Dues
Over 60 $1250 National Dues

Check/Cash attached §

MIDDLE LAST

Fill out both mailing addresses as well as email. Please indicate by placing a X in the appropriate box where you would like to receive club correspondence,
If at all possible we would like to utilize vour email address for this purpoese. [

MEMBERSHIP DUES (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Bill my credit card: VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

EMAIL ADDRESS
BUSINESS

STREET
CITY STATE zip
TELEPHONE

$ 25 Local Dues
5 75 Local Dues
$300 Local Dues
$200 Local Dues

560
$225

S 1,800
S 1,450 @

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE

NAME ON THE CARD

FIRST FOR HUNTERS

APPLICANTS SIGNATURE SPONSORS NAME

Mid-Michigan SCI
P.O. Box 486

DATE OF APPLICATION

SPONSORS ADDRESS

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0486
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FIRST FOR HUNTERS

review from a fellow SCI member.) I
ask you as hunters and members of this
great organization to help all members
by writing and submitting some of these
hunt reports. They are easy to fill out
and you will be doing a great service to
members everywhere by doing so. Here
are the steps to follow to get started.

First go to www.scifirstforhunters.
org. Once there move your curser over
the “login” in the top right corner of the
page. Click on this and it will take you to
the login screen.

If you do not have a login yet it will
prompt you to type your last name and
your membership number to set up your
login.

Once you have a login and are in your
account scroll down the page until you
see “Quick Links” The first link under
this is “Online Record Book”, click on
this link.

Now you are on the record book page
and can submit a hunt report by clicking
on the “Hunt Reports” button toward the
top of the page.

Click on “Submit New Report” and
follow the directions from there.

If you ever want to return to the main
record book page simply click on the
“HOME?” button in the upper right hand
corner of the page.

If you would like to see a hunt report
for a specific outfitter go back to the
record book home page by clicking the
“HOME?” button. Once there you will see
a “Browse By” section, within that section
is an icon for “Hunting Company/Guide”.

Click on this button, and then enter
the name of the outfitter in the “Enter
Keyword” blank. Notall of these outfitters
have hunt reports yet but hopefully most
of them will with the help of members
like you.
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' BIG BUCK NIGHT AWARDS
Overall Biggest Youth Buck - Ben Fath * Biggest Buck Taken by a Woman - Lindsey Ames and
(All Youth Hunters received Medals) Joanne Witte
Biggest In State Rifle - Mike Strope Overall Biggest Buck in the State - Brian Schafer
Biggest In State Bow - Randy Raymond Biggest Non Member Deer - Joe Stalter (Received a Free
Biggest Out of State Rifle - Brian Schafer Membership)
Biggest Out of State Bow - Kyle Rechsteiner Also present were two of our Veterans who spoke about
Biggest Estate Buck - Dawn Manthei their wonderful experiences hunting, Teal Saylor and joe
Youth Estate Buck - Eric Chesney McLosky, and we learned that our Pathfinders chairman,
Biggest In State Muzzleloader - Dan Deboer Randy Raymond is known as “the string guy”. You will
Biggest In State Crossbow - Scott Holmes just have to ask him about that.
Biggest Out of State Mule Deer - Allen Taylor *  Jim Walker won the gun drawing for 2 30-30 Marlin
Biggest Out of State Muzzleloader - Mark Holdship * Mary Harter won the reverse bingo contest

THANK YOU MEASURERS

By Joanne Witte, Awards Chairperson

Many thanks to the measurers for Big Buck Night on Jan. 10, 2015 at the Comfort Inn in Mt. Pleasant. Without the measurers
Big Buck Night could not happen. The following members and non-members gave of their time and delayed their enjoyment of
the camaraderie and the meal to measure whitetail and mule deer brought in by members and non-members.
Bill Shelt Nick Guiliani Travis Wood
Jake DeVuyst Chris Manthei ~ Mike Johnston
Brian Ames Don Harter Joanne Witte
Owen Eldred
It is especially fun to watch the youngsters who come to the event. It is obvious they are waiting for the time when they can hunt
- for the first time or hunt again.
i Thank you again measurers!

gw.midmichigar
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by Mary Harter

his was the third year
for a Big Buck Event
at Tim's Barbershop
in Beal City. It was sponsored
by Mid-Michigan SCI and
Dave Connors, owner of Tim's
Barbershop. To participate
in the big buck contest, your
buck had to be taken legally
in the 2014 whitetail hunting
season and harvested with
a gun, bow, muzzleloader,
handgun, or crossbow.

All hunters, both youth and adult, were to register at the barbershop so
we could anticipate how many would be present on January 10 for the award
ceremony. As you can see, several successful hunters participated.

This will be done again next year. All lucky hunters, be sure to stop by Tim's
Barbershop and register your buck. We would love to see all of the successful
hunters and their rewards. Congratulations to everyone that participated and
we wish you good luck on the upcoming season.

I www.midmichigansci.org
O T

Buck

by Tim Torpey

few years ago I decided to challenge

myself on trying to take all of the “North

American 29”. The last deer species that
I had left was the Sitka Blacktail Deer. This little
deer is found in south east Alaska. 1 booked a
hunt with Scott Newman of Alaska Bear Guides.
The hunt was booked for the end of November.
This is the best time to hunt because the deer are
in the fall rut.

When I arrived the weather was warm and

- the deer were not moving much. The style of

hunting was stalking through the dense forest.
The forest was made up of Sitka spruce, hemlock
and cedar. The brush was alder brush, willow
and devils club. In some spots you could only see
5-10yds and some spots would open up to 60-
70yds. The going was very slow so we would not
spook the deer before we could look at them.

i " Sometimes we would only move 10yds in 15

minutes. Each step was carefully placed so we
did not snap a stick or crunch a leaf. My guide,
Logan Canton, was a pro at moving silently
through the forest while I sounded like a dump truck.

This was only a four day hunt. By the end of day
3 we had only seen 3 does and no bucks. I was a little
worried that I may have to come back to finish this
hunt. The forecast was calling for cooler weather so |
hoped that would get the deer moving,.

The last day the air had definitely cooled down
and everything was covered in a very heavy frost. This
made the forest floor very noisy to walk on. About an
hour into our stalk Logan spotted a deer about 45yds
ahead. We could not see if it was a buck because he
was standing in a low spot. When he raised his head
[ could see the antlers and a small piece of his neck so

www.midmichigansci.org

I shot. The buck went down instantly. It is amazing
how one’s outlook can change with a little success.

[ have gained a whole new respect for the stalking
style of hunting. The thick brush and dense forest are
unlike what I have experienced in my previous hunts.

This was a fun experience and I enjoyed the hunt.
I also enjoyed living on a boat during the hunt and
boating to and from the shore and the big boat every
day. Scott Newman has super equipment and takes
care to make sure you have everything you need to
be successful. Scott also hunts Mountain Goat and
Brown Bear.
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Sissy Taylor Hollon

(U. S. Army Veteran - 25 years) -

On Saturday, October 11th, a frosty cold 29
degree morning, we arrived at A.]. Wildlife ready
for hunting. The weather was perfect, cool with the
possibility of warming to around 56 degrees. There
was not much wind. Sissy Hollon couldn’t ask for
a better day. She was well prepared, armed with a
single shot, scoped, .243, a gift from her father who
had just passed away a few days before this hunt.

I had shooting sticks because this was going
to be an open hunt meaning no blinds. We
visited with Dr. Bogai making a plan on trying
to have a good encounter with a buck. Everyone
knows you have to have a plan.

Mark Newcomb and his son, Ryan, from MM
Meats had met us at A.J. Wildlife to help in any
way that we needed.

We went out to hunt and it wasn’t long and
a buck came sneaking through the thick cover.
Sissy was ready resting her rifle on the shooting
sticks. The buck passed by offering no shot and
stopped out of sight. Minutes passed by seeming like
hours and the buck finally showed himself in a small
opening. Istopped him with a grunt and he stared in
our direction. Carefully Sissy aimed and fired. The
buck jumped in the air and went forward out of sight
into thick cover. Sissy turned and said, “Did I get
him?” “Yes’, | said, “the way he reacted to your shot,
you hit him perfectly. Let’s give him a few minutes
and we can settle ourselves down and go look for
him” Some time passed and we went over to where

www,midmichigansci,org

she shot. We all began the job of tracking. This didn’t

take long. Sissy’s buck only made it fifteen yards.
What a happy lady! Her reward was a fourteen point
buck. Ryan and Mark Newcomb from MM Meats
started dragging. Too soon this hunt was over.

After many photos and congratulations, Mark
and Ryan loaded the buck into the back of their
pickup and were off. Mark made all of the taxidermy
arrangements at Randy Recreations for Sissy.

Joe McLosky

(U. S. Army Veteran) -

Joe was going on an archery hunt. The first time
out was a good one since three awesome bucks came
out but they never gave Joe a good angle for a perfect
shot. T respect Joe for waiting for a perfect arrow
placement. No one wants any animal to suffer or end
up a lost trophy.

October 20 was going to be our next hunt and 1
met Joe at Jays in Clare at 1:30 p.m. We were meeting
Leon Low at 2:30 p.m. to start Joe’s hunt at 3:00 p.m.
at  Leons Trophy Whitetail Ranch
near Falmouth.

Another perfect day
for hunting. The wind
was in our favor and it
was cool. The bucks were

showing more interest in
the does. We hadn'’t sat
very long in the blind
when we started seeing
deer movement. Off to
our left alarge ten point
was making his way
towards a shooting
lane. Minutes seemed
like hours. Joe held
his composure
waiting  for  that
perfect angle to place his arrow. While

slowly drawing his compound bow, the buck turned
and gave Joe a perfect quartering away angle. Joe
released the arrow. The buck took off like a rocket.
He ran about twenty yards and fell to the ground,
got back up, stumbled, and fell dead all within three

TSIGHT ="

or four seconds.
That's when Joe
lost it.  What
a rush!  His
excitement was
something to
see. Joe had his
big ten point
with a bow.
Unbelievable
what a two blade
Rage and a man with a bow can accomplish.

Many photos were taken and Leon field dressed
the buck. Then the buck was off for weighing and to
Leons cooler and then on his way to MM Meats for
processing.

Teal Saylor
(U. S. Army Veteran) -

On another great hunting day, Teal was hunting
with a custom .270 scoped Remington rifle. We
arrived at Leon Low’s around 2:00 in the afternoon.
Leon told us the bucks had started to chase the does.
We should be in for a real exciting hunt.

Onourwaytotheblind, Leon had prepared earlier,
Teal was commenting on how thick the habitat was
and the number of large buck rubs. Soon we were in
the blind with Leon. He had a heater and three office
chairs waiting. It was a very comfortable and well




manufactured blind.
Leon Low’s property
is very well set up. It's
not a over browsed
open country area.
These deer are human
shy. They see you or
smell you and they
are gone. 1 would
say the deer there are
harder to hunt than
a farm field deer or
deer in a private land
[ think they
kind of know you are
after them.

An hour passed by fast
before our first deer was
spotted. A doe was traveling
fast through the thick cover. A
few minutes later a buck was on
her tail. Then another larger
buck, a shooter. They made
their way out of sight. Then the
doe circled back and crossed a
shooting lane. The large buck
was on her trail. As he entered the shooting lane, he
stopped perfectly in the center of this opening and
Teal aimed his rifle. Leon said, “Shoot him if you
want but there are bigger ones.” This buck just stood
there staring. Just as quick as he appeared, he was
gone in hot pursuit of that doe. Teal turned slowly
and said, “T hope I don’t regret that. That’s the biggest
buck I've ever seen.”

Another hour passed and a large doe came down
the oak ridge and following her was a buck but not the
one Teal was waiting for. Another doe and another
buck. This one was a giant but there was no chance
for a shot. They moved quickly through an opening.
Teal was waiting for a shot opportunity but they did
not stop. Another 20 yards and the buck stopped
behind a large oak. No chance for a shot. He just
stood looking around. There was no way he winded
us. What was he waiting for? Then he slowly stepped
into an open spot only to turn and start walking fast
straight away in the direction the doe had gone. I

darea.
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let out a loud blat. He
stopped and turned
perfectly broadside.
Teal took his shot.
The buck took off
like a rocket, straight
away, the same way
the doe had gone.
Teal asked “Did 1
miss him? I couldn’t
have. I think I missed
him.”

Leon and I both
reassured Teal that
we thought his shot
was good. We waited
awhile, It was getting darker and
harder to see. Soon we broke
out the flashlights and located
the area where we thought
the buck was standing when
Teal had shot. No blood. We

to our right by a large maple lay
Teal’s giant, a buck of a lifetime.
What an awesome sight! These
deer are truly amazing. Their body size is incredible.
The buck had traveled around seventy yards with a
perfect shot placement behind the shoulder. Leon
called for help because dragging the buck out to a
good loading spot was going to be a job.

Leon weighs every deer and field dresses them for
every hunter. More photos and we were on our way
home. The next day we went to the Trophy Room
at Jay's in Clare where Jake caped out Teal’s deer,
making all the proper measurements. Then we were
off to MM Meats for processing.

L B B O R

Special thanks to Doc Bogai of A.J. Wildlife for
hugely discounting the price of his hunts and to Leon
Low of Lows Trophy Whitetail Ranch for his large
discounts as well as a 100% donation for our Youth
Hunt. They also allowed for the harvest of much larger
bucks than promised. Another special thank you to
MM Meats for discounting the cost of processing the
meat. Thanks to everyone else involved in making
these hunts happen.

started looking around and off §
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Proud Youth Hunier -
Eric Chesney

by Randy Raymond

E Fic Chesney was our youth hunter this past year. Once again we were

hunting at Leon Low’s Trophy Whitetail Ranch and this hunt was a
100% donation from Leon. Eric’s grandfather, Dan Reinke, was also
along on this hunt. The weather was cooperating. It was a good day for hunting.

Leon had a blind all set up for Eric with a heater, if needed. It wasn't long
and we started to see deer. Bucks came in, large bucks after a doe. A big ten
point came close to the blind and stopped in a clearing. Eric said, “Can I shoot
him?” Leon said, “No, he’s too big.” Eric was watching the deer and shaking
his head wishing he could shoot this buck. The deer looked back
towards the way he had come from and out came another buck, a
smaller seven point. Eric looked at Leon. “Can I shoot that one?”
Leon said, “Yes, wait for a broadside shot” This deer wouldn't turn
sideways for anything. Poor Eric was put to the test. More deer came
out, too many deer walking back and forth in front and behind this
buck, never giving him a chance for a clear shot. This was very nerve
racking for Eric but we explained this is hunting. Leon told Eric,
“Come on back next week and we will try this again” This sounded
good and worked with everyone’s schedules.

One week later we were back at Leon Low’s heading to a different
area, new blind, new set up. Leon told Eric, “This should be good but
we will just have to wait and see” In the blind we went and everyone was nice
and comfortable. We got Eric in the proper position for a shot. A couple of
hours passed and no deer. A few Granola bars were in Eric, some water, but no
deer. The weather forecasted rain in the evening. Things weren't looking good
for Eric’s hunt. Then Eric’s grandfather said, “There’s a deer walking in from our
right” It was a large buck and fifty yards behind him was another larger buck.
Eric saw them and said, “T can’t shoot them either. Nope, they are too big”” Eric
just shook his head and watched them milling around a scrape. About five
minutes had passed when Leon leaned over and whispered in my ear, “Will the
one on the right work?” It was the biggest of the two. 1 said, “Are you sure?”
Leon nodded, “Yes”” I leaned over to Eric and whispered, “You can shoot the
one on the right” Eric slowly raised his rifle and carefully placed it out the wi
perfectly broadside. When the buck was broadside, Eric placed his shot and do
of a lifetime!

Photos, of course, were

v.and waited for this buck to turn
vent his deer. What a buck, a deer

o the back of the truck. More
e pictures and off to MM Meats

Many stories for Eric’s friends
wich larger buck than promised.

www.midmichigansci.org
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b'y Joseph Vorro

here’s a great deal of truth to professional
humorist and prize winning American
- author Dave Barry's quote, “ ... never be
- afraid to try something new, remember that a lone
. amateur built the Ark, a large group of professionals
built the Titanic” It’s that spirit of trying “something
new” that spurred me to find a fresh twist to a Texas
% exotic animal hunt - specifically, to find the best
2. blackbuck antelope to hunt.
¢ The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
. indicates the earliest release of exotics there were nilgai
- antelope. The King Ranch purchased nilgai between
1930 and 1941 from the San Diego Zoo to stock on
the ranch’s south Texas rangelands. About that same
time, blackbuck, axis, sika, and sambar deer also were
released. Later, in the 1940s and 50s, mouflon sheep,
eland antelope, red deer, barasingha and other species
also were released.
Since then, Texas ranchers and conservationists
have imported exotics from all over the planet. Numbers
‘ of these many species now in Texas actually surpass

: 2 _popu]atlons found in thelr native lands. Much of this

can be attributed to Texas climate, habitat, animal
husbandry expertise, and available space. However,
it also is clear that the presence of successful exotics
in Texas is directly related to their economic impact
on the hunting industry, in addition to income from
nature-based tourism.

When researching my blackbuck hunt, T used a
variety of resources, including back issues of SCI’s
“Safari Magazine”, the WWW, “The Hunting Report,’
and many hunting magazine tear-outs that I've
collected for years. These resources were helpful, but
they didn’t reveal anything new or different until I
discovered Estate Trophy Hunts, David Blankman’s
concierge hunting service.

Estimates and surveys indicate that Texas has
more than 250,000 exotic animals of over 125 different
species - either free-ranging or behind fences. Further,
the Wildlife Division of the TPWD indicates that
exotic species occur in over half of Texas counties -
an area totaling more than 2 million acres, or nearly
the total acreage of the state of Rhode Island. Further,

appr0x1mately 68% of all confined exotics were found
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- (about 51% of the

in the Edwards

Plateau (the
Texas Hill
country), while
south Texas

accounted for
the bulk of free-

ranging exotics

statewide total).
Given the
myriad options
available for a
hunt, all it took
was one phone
conversation
with David to tell

me he was the outfitter/guide I was looking for.
I told David that I didn’t need a special lodge, a
large group of hunters or a ranch where blackbucks

had recently been stocked.
Instead, I desired a ranch with
modest accommodations. I
also wanted an outfitter who
understood that I chose to
shoot a particular blackbuck,
not one in a small pasture
or behind a barn. David
understood my requirements
and agreed to connect me with
the best blackbuck possible.

If you've hunted in South
Africa with a professional
outfitter/PH, you've likely
experienced a hunting
concierge. It’s a simple concept:
in this case, David delivers pre-
scouted hunts for the species
and quality of species that you
desire, and it’s all done in Texas.
In doing so, he matches the best
ranches, ranch locations and
hunting details with the ethical
and aesthetic considerations of

your choice.

Over the course of the next few months, David
scouted numerous Texas ranches to locate animals that
fit my description, and related to me the results of his

a good-looking male.

photographs
of  appropriate
blackbucks, costs
and ranch details.

we decided on
is spectacular -
just over 2,000
acres of fenced,
rolling  terrain
with diverse
topography.
The vegetation
consists of
mesquite, cedar,
oak, cultivated

land, and the remainder of the ranch had healthy native
brush, pastures and lakes. The ranch is a weekend
home for its owners, but also functions as a prominent

whitetail deer breeding facility.
The facility, pens and barns
are well conceived, and their
deer program concentrates on

breeding, raising and hunting gy
exceptional whitetail deer. The

careful attention to wildlife
preservation by the owners
makes the ranch a sanctuary.

Conversely, the blackbucks
there are something of an
afterthought - they aren’t fed,
managed or purposely breed,
but merely exist as part of the
overall aesthetic plan. They're
occasionally  hunted, but
otherwise are left alone.

We got settled in the
guesthouse in time to check
my rifle at the range, and
still be able to hunt in the
late afternoon. After that, we
enjoyed a nice dinner, spirited
conversation and then it was
time for bed.

David and 1 left early the next morning to hunt.
We eventually located a blackbuck herd that included
However, the wind direction

search, including *

The ranch *




made an approach impossible. All we could do was
watch as they roamed away. We relocated, and I
eventually spotted two excellent blackbuck males only
in time to watch them disappear almost immediately.
We continued to hunt until early afternoon without
success.

David looked pensive at lunch. We discussed
our options, and went back and forth about how to
construct the evening hunt. David decided that with

- temperature being so high that it would be best to wait

until the heat dissipated, and the blackbucks needed to
drink. So as the day grew shorter, we concentrated our
efforts around the ranch’s water sources.

About 5:00 p.m., we set up in a large open area
that gave us the broadest view of the ranch. The wind
had picked up, and I could clearly feel the drop in
temperature. As if on cue, blackbucks started to melt
out of the shadows, and we could see them headed
toward a particular area. We made a big loop around the

ranch, covering a mile or more in order to get situated
at a good vantage point. There we sat for quite a while
before spotting a group of at least a dozen females and
young ones, and one good male - they had coalesced
into a herd and were headed our way.

They didn't take a direct course, however, and I
had to move several times. Once we could see the male
clearly, David confirmed it was the one we were looking
for. The buck wasn’t in a hurry. He stopped many times
to test the wind and listen for noises

Finally, as he approached a small opening, he
stopped. I judged the distance to be about 110 yards,
aimed and squeezed thetrigger. The 110gr.,25.06-caliber
hand-load from my Remington 700 zipped between his
ribs. He took a few steps and piled-up.

The ranch had a designated place to dress the
animal and cool the meat, and once that was done, we
settled back at the guesthouse to enjoy the hospitality.
Overall, my hunt was delightful, the blackbuck was

excellent, and [ couldn’t have been happier.

The concept of a concierge hunting service suited
me particularly well. Having an experienced outfitter/
guide who pre-scouts ranches improves the odds of
killing a particular animal, and not having to simply
“settle” for whatever is available. This service also
offers hunters the freedom to choose from different
ranches in different locations. Further, David provided
all of the transportation once I reached Texas. He also
photographed and made a video of my hunt, and made
arrangements for meat processing and taxidermy (both
which turned out particularly well).

[ really didn't expect a character from the Dave
Barry quote. However, I did find a new, valuable
hunting experience. Customizing a hunt like this gave
me all the freedom I could wish for, and I experienced
a genuine personal adventure in a quality environment.
And, I ended up with an excellent animal to hunt, eat,
and be proud of.



by Dick Stockmar

e slowly still hunted up the backside of
Heart Attack Hill; we took three to five
steps and then carefully glassed all of

the area around us hoping to spot the big buck before
he saw us. As we neared the top of the ridge, we slowly
entered some of the high grasses that line the timber. 1
was looking one direction and Jeff the other; we hoped
that we were ahead of the buck. As we slowly glassed,
Jeff quietly said “Here he comes up the hill; he is only
about 50 yards from us” 1 ducked and tried to slowly
turn and get my rifle in place for a shot. The buck saw
movement, stopped briefly and then turned and started
to jog away from us.

In 2011, I started to get the urge to reattach myself
to the whitetail industry. I had ventured into the mule
deer industry and was working for a ranch in New
Mexico that was breaking new ground and successfully
managing a herd of desert mule deer. I had hunted
whitetail for over fifty-five years and had been an
intricate part of that industry for over twenty years. I
watched as the industry bloomed in Michigan as well
as in other states. Maturity and supplemental feeding
programs were major advancements throughout the
80s and 90s. We managed the herd to allow the bucks to
mature while making sure that they had good nutrition
available. A pelletized food which provided minerals
and other important nutrient that were not present
in the ground was an important advancement. Food
crops designed to meet the taste buds and nutritional
needs of deer were implemented in most successful
herd management programs.

At the hunting conventions in 2012, I started talking

to all of the major outfitters that

offered great whitetail hunts and had a record of
good success. I explained that I wanted and big main
frame, mostly typical buck that would exceed the 200
inches of antler. Over that past ten to twelve years,
advancement in whitetail herd management included
engineering the gene pool of the herd. So antler size
has had a continuing upward spiral with many of the
highest scoring deer being very non-typical. I wanted
a typical frame that had a lot of mass. Most of the
breeders were now managing their genetics to produce
such bucks and acknowledged that non-typical antlers
would always be a portion of their programs.

After much consideration and discussion, I elected
to hunt Timberghost. I had little doubt that several
of the outfitters could guide me to a successful hunt.
I selected Timberghost for the following reasons: 1.
I have known Mike Hine for over twenty years and
had worked with him for a number of years prior to
his starting at Timberghost. He had the knowledge,
experience and fortitude to create a pristine habitat
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and haven for whitetail

deer. 2.1 have also known =
many of his staff for an ' "
equivalent amount of time.

3. Mike and his staff have

an extreme passion for ] ui. "li"
hunting hard for monster &8 ] ﬂ”“”
whitetail deer. 4. I had e | '

talked to many hunters, and T ——
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all highly recommended
Timberghost  for  the
best whitetail hunting
experience. 5. lowa is well
known for having great whitetail genes and habitat that
will allow the bucks to potentiate their antler growth.

Now some of you may be surprised that Iowa is
such a great whitetail destination. Timberghost is in a
southeast county of the state. It is in an area known as
the bluffs area of the state above the Mississippi River.
It is located in part of the Southern Iowa Drift Plain.
“Most of the southern half of lowa was last glaciated
by the Pre-Illinoian glacier, approximately 600,000
years ago. This part of lowa is a mature landscape,
historically fairly heavily wooded. Today, the central
portion still contains a significant proportion of lowa’s
remaining woodlands. The extreme eastern extension
of the Southern Iowa Drift Plain is a rugged part of lowa
and is replete with flat uplands historically covered by
prairie species, with scenic entrenched rivers, wooded
ravines, and many rock outcrops.”1. Additionally, the
growing season in this section of the country is fairly
long at over 170 days with an average annual rainfall
of over 34 inches. The upland open areas are ideal for
food plots. I would be hunting the heavily wooded
hollows and impenetrable creek bottoms of Southeast
Iowa that provide a hunting experience of a lifetime for
mature trophy bucks.

I arrived in Burlington, lowa early on October
8, 2014. 1 had driven the 1225 miles from New
Mexico without much sleep. I was so amped up with
anticipation of the hunt that I could not sleep. I checked
into the Comfort Inn very early; I must say that they
were extremely accommodating. Following a big meal,
I fell sound asleep.

After a good night of sleep, I began following the
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map to the ranch. On the
drive in, I met other hunters
who just happened to be
from Stanwood, Michigan
close to my home in that
state. We were greeted at
the lodge by smiling faces;
staff helped carry my gear
to my room. We were told
to relax for a little while
because lunch would be
served when other hunters
arrived. 'This gave me a
chance to prepare my gear for the evening hunt. It also
gave me the opportunity to admire the lodge and all
of the fantastic whitetail trophies on the walls. I was
very much struck by the whole wall dedication to good
friend Bill Backman. It is a magnificent collection!

After taking a little time to view the inside of the
lodge, I stepped out onto the balcony. A magnificent
view of the type of fields and terrain was an indication
of the hunt that was evolving. It was pristine to say
the least. Thick lush-green food plots covered the
open field, tall prairie grass bordered the field and the
forest, and the leaves on the oaks and maples were just
beginning the fall change. I was greeted on the balcony
by Jeff Eaton. Jeff would be my guide on the hunt. I was
very please because I had worked with Jeft for a number
of years back in Michigan. He really understands
whitetails and is an excellent hunter. He is one of Mike’s
staff that was instrumental in creating Timberghost.
Jeff was also at the booth when I described the type
of deer I wanted to hunt...typical frame with a lot of
mass. He assured me that his scouting indicated that
there were a number of bucks that would electrify my
trigger finger.

Following a good lunch, I dressed for the hunt, and
we headed to the rifle range. I had brought my MG
Arms ultra-light chambered in 7mm 08 Remington.
The rifle would prove to be a good choice as we still
hunted the steep hills and ridge-tops. 1 only needed
one shot at the range; I had it zeroed at 200 yards...
about 1.5 inches high at 100 yards. The muzzle velocity
of the Nosler Accubond 140 grain bullet was measured
at 2925 ft/sec and shot groups of about 0.5 inches. 1




was confident in the rifle.

- several deer were already at
¢ the far end. The food plot
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Jeff had selected “Short
Field” for the evening hunt.
As we sneaked into the blind,

was sugar beets surrounded
by very high prairie grass.
Another section was planted
in soy beans. Within a short
time we started seeing some
bucks.  One giant non-

- typical was bedded in the

tall grass on the edge of the field and soon got up and
started feeding toward us. Jeff did a really good job of

- calming me and encouraging me to wait for the kind of

big framed deer I had been dreaming of. He described
two fairly typical deer with some non-typical points that
he had been seeing in this area. I was sure that either
deer that he described in detail would ignite my trigger
finger. As the evening progressed, big deer after big
deer filtered into the field. With Jeff’s encouragement
I kept the powder dry. We counted seven bucks that
evening that would easily break the 200 inches of antler.
As we returned to the lodge, I told Mike that I was just
like a kid in a candy shop. I have been hunting for over
fifty seven years and never seen such a show.

The first evening a truck from New London arrived
with a beautiful deer in the back. The hunter is an archer
from Georgia. The New London property is set for the
Adventure hunts. A cross between a Timberghost free
range archery hunts and the preserve trophy hunts,
these hunts are designed for the serious archery hunter
that wants a real opportunity at world class bucks with
better odds than free range hunts can provide. It is
for bow hunters only. So an archer can hunt with a
bow every year and have a chance to kill a giant Iowa
whitetail. This buck was well into the 170+ inches with
a drop tine.

The next morning came quickly following dreams
of big bucks. We headed to “Ridge Top” blind located
not too far from where we sat the night before. As the
dawn brought light into the field, we could see several
younger bucks. I couldn't believe the antlers on some

of the younger deer. They are obviously headed for

the Trophy Hunt of the future. As we sat quietly in the
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blind, we heard a shot from
the nearby field. One of the
bucks we were hunting had
stepped out in front of the
guide and hunter, It didn’t
take the hunter long to
decide to harvest that buck.
Jeff was right, I would not
have hesitated.

We decided to still hunt
for the rest of the morning
hunt. The area we were in
had very steep hills and deep
washes with lots of cover for any deer to hide. We were
successful in sneaking up on several beautiful deer...
just not the kind of buck we were looking for. It is really
challenging to climb the steep hills, spot and stalk and
catch your breath if a shot presents itself. Jeff was good
in moving slowly so I could accomplish that goal.

On the drive back to the lodge for lunch, we
watched a massive big deer feeding on the edge of the
timber. Jeff indicated that the buck was rarely seen in
any of the fields and most likely remained in the timber
feeding on acorns and browse. He was Jeff’s plan B.

The evening hunt came quickly following a rest
from the still hunting in the morning. We headed to
another area that they call “Long Park” It was several
ridges and ravines from “Short Field” that we had
hunted the night before. We were still hunting the big
typical that Jeff had described. Again as we approached
the blind from the creek bottom, we noted several deer
at the far end. The field is appropriately named. The
bucks were between 380 and 400 yards. After seeing
them through my spotting scope and ranging them,
I took the cap off my Hushemaw drop-compensating
scope. My trigger finger was getting itchy. Jeff again
encouraged me to hold off and be patient. Soon the
field began to get very busy. In addition to a number of
beautiful young bucks, we counted eleven bucks with
over 200 inches of antler. Several were very tempting.
With about an hour left of daylight, all of the deer from
both fields cleared. We still do not know what spooked
them. As the deer filtered back into the field we heard
on the radio that the big deer we were hunting was
down. I was really anxious to get back to the lodge and
see the deer.

The big “non-typical” typical buck is magnificent.
Asyoulook at him from the front, he is a good 27 inches
of inside spread with almost matching non-typical
points on a massive frame. Additionally, the brow tine
is bladed like a shovel on a caribou. We toasted with
the happy hunter from Arkansas. And Jeff was right
again; I would not have hesitated.

Several other hunters came in that night with big
bucks. Jeff and I would be the only hunters for the
morning hunt. Jeff decided to implement plan B. We
would hunt the massive buck we had seen near the
barn.

On Saturday morning we headed out toward the
barn and took the road past the barn to a steep hill.
The plan was to hunt a small field below a number of
high hills and ridges. I like small fields for morning
sits because they tend to hold deer longer. We saw a
number of bucks mostly very young. With the cold
night, some of the younger bucks were beginning to
spar. The smarter more dominant buck would get on
the uphill side to gain a big advantage. Nature is so
fascinating to witness.

About 7:30, Jeff decided to get out and start still
hunting for the big buck. He was quite sure he would
be in this general area feeding on the acorns. The big
oaks had dropped a large number of acorns. We slowly
still hunted for several hours, working into the wind,
taking small steps followed by glassing. We saw a
number of deer bedded but not the one we were after.
Jeff decided to go back to the truck and drive around to
a different location. The area had tall grasses for several
hundred yards. The grasses gave way to tall mature
forest some of which had been selectively cut. As we
approached the timber, Jeff
spotted movement on the
ridge about 300 yards from
us. It was him! He was
walking the ridge top away
from us.

There simply was no
opportunity for a shot in
that cover and distance. Jeff
decided that we should jog
back to the truck, drive way
around and try to get in front
of the buck. It took a good

2 T

fifteen to twenty minutes to get back to the truck and
drive around that wooded lot. Finally, Jeff explained
how we would slowly climb “heart-attack” hill while
glassing the entire time...now for the rest of the story.
The mass on this buck was clearly visible with the
naked eye. He had sensed something wrong but didn’t
really know what had alerted him. As he trotted down
the hill Jeff whistled/called loudly. At about 150 yards,
the buck stopped and turned broadside. I was on the
tripod and as he turned, I instinctively shot. I knew
I had only seconds to react. Yep, I shot through some
tree limbs and was very fortunate to see the buck fall.
Jeff yelled that he was down. I bolted another round
and was ready for a second shot. Jeff told me that I hit
him in the spine, and that we should walk down to him.
As we walked closer, there was no shrinkage...he got
even bigger. I was so jubilant, I am sure they heard me
all the way to Michigan. It wasn’t a great shot, but I had
gotten lucky and hit him in the spine. As my African
Ph use to say...”You can’t get any deader than dead”
His mass is truly impressive. He has 52 6/8 inches of
mass. The scoring systems are a tool for us to evaluate
and compare animals that we harvest. In this case the
SCI score doesn’t give the buck credit for all he grew.
His first tine on the right beam has a circumference of
5 6/87; that is bigger than many main beams. He has a
total SCI NT score of 228, well in excess to any of my
dreams. He definitely filled a passion for whitetail and
causes me to continue to dream of future hunts.
Thank you Mike, Jeff and all the staff for a wonderful
whitetail experience.
PS. T didn't have a heart attack, however, my heart
rate sure got high!

Credits:1. The Vascular Plants of
lowa

An Annotated Checklist and
Natural History; University of
lowa Press Digital Edition
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/vpi/
lowaFlora.aspx

www.timberghost.com
Mike Hine, President
mike@timberghost
Office: 319-394-9876
cell: 319-759-8860
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[ am what you would call an avid Michigan White

> 0: Tail Deer Hunter. The last few years I have mostly used
-~ my bow, enjoying the increased challenge of harvesting

a deer. I am very proud of the fact I take only clean,

. ethical shots that have a very high rate of success. I've

never released an arrow on a deer I did not find. Since
retirement, I have more available time to hunt and I
started thinking of something new and different. A
Canadian black bear seemed the next logical step, so

% 1 began the decision-making process in the Winter of

£ 2013, 1 inquired of a friend at a large taxidermy shop

about who was sending them nice black bear. He

. recommended Gary and Maggie Dorian, at the Hillsport

Hillton, in Hillton, Ontario. They have a very good web
site and, based on the pictures they were showing and
my friends recommendation, I pulled the trigger on an
August 2014 hunt.

[ am not real clear on the town of Hillsport. It seems

, to be a mostly abandoned, tiny village that sits next to
b a railroad spur, about six hours drive northwest of Sault
¥ Ste. Marie. There are approximately twenty-five houses
V' and cabins, apparently now only used for hunting
= purposes. Gary and Maggie’s camp, “Hillsport Hillton,”
\ is a play on words, not a five star, luxury hotel. It is a

small, clean and neat collection of hunting lodges, with
cooking facilities and hot showers in each cabin. The

main lodge has seating for twenty, if you choose their
~ American plan and let them provide and prepare all
. the food. I did, in fact, book the American Plan, rather

than the Economy Plan, and my only complaint was

the amount of food was overwhelming. No one forced

“me to eat it, but when you've been outside all day and
~ the steaks, pork loin and chicken are accompanied with

~potatoes and gravy, followed by pie - It is hard to say,
- “No, thank you” Do not expect to loose weight if you
- choose this option!

Why Didu't I Buy A Lottery
My License ?

Gary has leased 500,000 acres from the Canadian
Government and he has erected one hundred thirty-five
tree stands, each having a bait barrel strategically placed,
about twenty yards out front. Perfect for bow hunters.
Maintaining such a large number of stands, it is possible
to place hunters quite a distance apart and not over-hunt
any one area. The bottom line is the Dorian’s have lots
of land in prime black bear country, nice safe stands, a
good baiting program and clean accommodations with
fantastic food.

The Hunt: I know, when
telling hunting stories, we
are supposed to try and build
excitement while retelling

@ the event, however, its not so
¢ easy in my case, The hunting
in 2014 was very difficult in

o this area. The seasons were
+ running behind schedule
¢ and the woods were loaded
& with berries—black berries,

blue berries, thimble berries,
mountain ash berries—they

;- were everywhere. This meant

the bears were full, not hitting
the baits like normal, so the
hunt was slow, to say the least.
It was also warm, getting into
the seventies each day.

Why Ishould have bought
a lottery ticket: Remember, I
am a virgin bear hunter - on
the third day of the hunt, the
first bear I have ever seen,
while hunting, wanders
directly into my bait area,
stands broadside, licking
grease from the top of my
bait barrel and offers a
perfect shot. He holds this
position while I take careful
aim. Trying to focus on a
single hair, I released the

tow and smacked him!!
He ran about thirty yards,
before piling up.

According to a little
internet research, about
one in a thousand North
American black bears are
born with different color phases. A small percentage of
these are the elusive, much desired “Chocolate.” As luck

- would have it, the first and only bear I have seen while

hunting, presenting the perfect shot, was a gorgeous
Chocolate! I have been made keenly aware that many

FRENT SIGHT

long- time, serious bear
hunters have never seen
a chocolate in the wild,
let alone have a shooting
opportunity. I had both, on
my third day of the hunt.
Lucky me!! I had come well
prepared, as I practice a lot
with my bow and feel very
confident in it's accuracy,
but still, what are the odds?
That night, after the
bear had been retrieved and
hung on the bear pole, word
spread about my “chocolate”
and several envious hunters
showed up, to look at my
trophy. It was only then 1
began to realize how unique
this bear was. One man
said he had taken twenty-
six bear and made special
attempts, over the years, to
book outfitters with better

success on coloreds, but

hed never caught a glance
of one.

The Dorians were
gracious  hosts, bear
hunting was the rush
I had hoped it would
be, and 1T could not be
happier with my trophy.
I have had it caped for a
full mount, and over the
years will probably learn -
to embellish the story just -
a little, for more thrills
and excitement. I highly
recommend the Hillsport -

Hillton and look forward to returning in the future. !
My only regret is I didn’t buy that lottery ticket with
my license. It was my lucky day!!

Lee Slagell
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orty years ago 1 started a

fun habit of putting a pin in

my world map, for each of
my hunting locations. There have
been many reasons why I choose
one hunt over another. In the early
~years I wanted to complete the
North American 27, then it was the
African Big 5. SCI Diamond levels
of different species soon followed,
with the World Hunting Award and
‘World Conservation Hunting Award
after that. Sometimes I chose hunts
simply because | was accompanying
friends, but wherever I go, 1 have
faithfully stuck a pin in my map,
after returning home. A few years

FRENT SIGHT

BY ROGER GARD

. | 3 { r
t ‘- ' -.‘ i ¢ - i #
' ik N ; : - 2
¥ : et My ' - -
:'( < _ _ A — ' = _.:I_....‘
/ S
* e
o'
’ - -
- A5t-=

*."‘1".1

-
-
-
-
-
-
"
-
-

ago, a huge vacant area without a
single pin - Russia - started to get
my attention.

As I began to explore options
for Russia, a complication soon
presented itself - it is not a problem
to take rifles into Russia for hunting, -3
however they will not allow you to '§
go sightseeing if you have a gun. I'd
need my gun for the moose hunt,
but when it was over I wanted to
see some of the country before I
returned home. Last year I located
an outfitter that would provide
good rifles for the hunt, solving my
dilemma.

Once I had the rifle situation

www.midmichigansci.org

were entering prime hunting time, we hit a huge, water-

solved, I contacted my hunting partner, Rod Merchant,
and we began making plans for a moose hunt in Russia,
in the fall of 2014. I knew little about the “Hunt in
Europe Safaris” but they soon proved themselves as one
of the best outfitters I
have ever worked with.
“Hunt In Europe” is
based in Madrid, Spain
and the owners, Sonja
and Srdja Dimitrijevic,
are Serbian. They both
speak fluent English,
as well as Russian, and
in very short order
they had completely
organized our hunt in
Russia. The visa and
licensing process s
somewhat complicated,
but Sonja soon had us
fully documented and
ready to depart.

We took the overnight Aeroflot flight from JFK
on September 25th. Upon arrival in Moscow, we
discovered we had somehow booked the wrong hotel.
We soon straightened that little issue out and eventually
got some sleep. Our guide, Sergej, collected us at 6
a.m. the following morning and drove us about seven
hours north of Moscow. Sergej spoke enough English
to communicate and he was a wonderful guide and
ambassador for his country.

Our first “Moose Camp” was an extremely old, very
rustic house, every door being no more that four feet,
ten inches high. There were four small, newer cabins
for the hunters. All were neat, clean, dry and warm.
Each cabin had nice beds and a bathroom with a hot
shower,

Unfortunately, the method used for hunting at this
camp was to hook a wagon on the back of a tractor and
drive to different fields, hoping to spot a moose before
they saw us. The owner of the property noisily followed
us on his Suzuki four-wheeler.

It was cold, raining and miserable in the trailer
the first day. I was bruised, bumped, tossed, cut and
scraped. We never saw a moose or even a track of one.

In the late afternoon of the second day, just as we
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covered rut, tearing the right wheel assembly out from
under the wagon. Everyone and everything on board
was unceremoniously hurled into the water and mud.
The accident was instantaneous and violent. It took a
couple minutes for us to
reconnoiter and realize
what had happened. We
crawled out of the mud,
cleared the cobwebs
from our brains and
took a head count,
making sure everyone
on board was okay.
After it was established
there were no serious
injuries, we waded
back into the water
to retrieve our rifles,
binoculars, shells and
other  miscellaneous
gear. (Boy, was I happy
it wasn't my own rifle!)
The farm owner returned to the camp on his four-
wheeler and we were eventually rescued with an old,
military troop-mover. This whole ordeal took about
three hours. We were soaked to the skin, covered in
mud and had been standing there, shivering in a steady
40° rain, for a lot longer than I would have thought
possible.

Upon our return to camp, Sergej instructed us to
get a hot shower and pack, as we would be leaving right
after we ate supper. The broken trailer ended the hunt
there and he had made arrangements with another
outfitter.

As promised, as soon as we finished eating, he
loaded us up and drove a couple hours further north
to a “real” hunting lodge. It was a newer, log cabin
structure that had wonderful mounts and pictures of
successful past hunts on every wall. Our favorite was a
shoulder mount of what had to have been a six or seven
hundred pound wild boar. Just a monster!

The next three days we were up before dawn and
hunted hard, until dark. They also used the method
of driving to the edge of a field and glassing, before
moving out to the next field or clearing. We were
riding in an old, four-passenger military jeep that was
much more comfortable and quieter than the prior



tractor and wagon
fiasco. We covered
about a hundred miles
a day, and did see
many cows and calves.
Unfortunately, when
we finally spotted a
bull, T could not get in
a position for a shot.

On the night before
our last day, things
changed. Up to this
point, Rod and I had
been the only two in
camp and the hunt
had been all about us.
The first of October is
the first day of moose
season for the local hunters and our camp population
swelled by a dozen new arrivals. They were excited,
laughing, joking, eating mounds of food and enjoying
their vodka. It was just like the deer camps of old, on
November 14th, in Michigan. The locals generously
invited me to join them in their hunt the following
morning and, I have to say, it was really a lot of fun.
We were transported in an old, tracked, military troop-
mover (see picture). Again, there were huge amounts
of laughter and gamesmanship. The group was divided
into shooters and drivers and, lucky for me, they
made me a shooter. The shooters were dropped off at
strategic locations, about a quarter of a mile apart, and
the drivers were delivered by tractor and wagon, about
three miles away, to the far side of the property. What
happened next was basically a good, old-fashioned
Michigan deer drive!

All of the Russians were meat hunters so, if it was
brown, it was down. The first morning they collected
two small bulls and one cow. They explained that ALL
hunters shared in the meat, regardless of who got what.

After the morning hunt we were returned to
the lodge for a huge feast of fresh liver and heart,
ceremoniously cubed and fried with lots of butter
and onions in tremendous, cast-iron frying pans. The
only side dish was of fresh mushrooms, picked by
the drivers. It was all washed down with an amazing
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Rod is quite an
accomplished magician
and he kept the whole
camp in  hysterical
laughter. The Russian
language barrier
certainly was an issue,
however the excitement
and camaraderie of
hunting camp bridged
all problems of
communication.  We
had our hands shook,
shoulders grabbed,
and were bear-hugged
continuously, leaving
no doubt of their
warmth and gratitude of us sharing their opening day
with them.

After the feast, Rod, Sergej and I had a meeting
and we decide to return to Moscow early. We were
taking up three of the beds in the lodge and some of
the locals were forced to sleep on the floor. They never
complained, but it was the right thing to do. We packed
our gear, said our good byes and headed out for the
eight-hour trip back to Moscow. After many toasts of
“New friends,” “Hunting companions!,” “Good bye!;’
“You are welcome back!” and our favorite, “Love you
like a brother!,” Rod and I had consumed so much
vodka we probably would have missed the next couple
drives, anyway.

While translating the toasts, Sergej had abstained
from all this merriment, and returned us safely to
a downtown Moscow hotel for a couple days of
sightseeing, before catching our Aeroflot flight back to
Michigan.

I hope I am never of a mind-set where taking an
animal is the litmus test of a successful hunt. Sergej
our guide and Sonja, of “Hunt Europe” were two of the
best people I have ever worked with, and I enjoyed my
Russian hunt as much as any hunt in recent memory.

If anyone has an interest in doing a Russian or
European hunt, please feel free to contact me, as I
would be happy to share more details of a wonderful
experience.

Snﬂfise’ ﬁ'l' gﬁ(&ﬂus b%+.

by Michael L. Richie D.C.
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Light comes over the horizon and I feel a chill
Lasts only a few minutes, trying to be still

The sun is opening the shades on a brand new day
Sort of painful, wouldn't have any other way

The tops of the maples are first to catch on fire
White pine so straight it is looking like a spire

Summer is gone and October has arrived
The Michigan woods are coming alive

I'm finally feeling the warmth of the sun
Feels like I'm home, am I the only one?

Simple, real, full of color, just me alone in nature
Way it was meant to be, deigned by our Creator

It is opening day of bow season and
I'm looking on the bright side!

Michael L. Ritchie D.C. 10/30/2014

Psalm 96:11-13New International Version (NIV)
11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
let the sea resound, and all that is in it.

. 12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them;

let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.
13 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord
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communication devices. Still a few
hunters in camp like the “walkie-
talkies” All members today carry
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he November 15th weather was ideal for

hunting in NW Isabella County. A glaze of

snow was on the ground and temperatures
in the mid-20’s greeted hunters at the Pine Hill Club.
Everyone at the camp was excited about opening day
and the prospects of tagging a big buck.

Opening morning coffee was ready at 4:00 a.m. and
the cooks were busy preparing breakfast for the twenty
plus hunters in the club. Breakfast is served at 5:30 a.m.
and hunters leave for their blinds by 5:45 a.m. Much
joking and deer camp banter is exchanged as hunters
prepare for opening day in the woods. The morning is
a “bee hive” of activity with everyone in a good mood
for opening day.

The fireplace held a roaring fire as the hunters
woke for the morning hunt. Sack lunches were packed
the night before and everyone was excited about the
beginning of rifle hunting season. Most members
have had many openers during the 42 years of camp
operation. Members range in age from 88 to 14.
Veteran hunters have tagged many bucks over the
years, while novice hunters hope to score on a big buck.
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Every new season brings renewed challenge to even the
most veteran white-tail hunter.

Breakfast consists of large quantities of ham, eggs,
toast, pancakes, juice and gallons of coffee. All hunters
enjoy a hearty breakfast and then ready thermos jugs
for “extras” for their day in the woods. Five large coffee
pots are used to brew the coffee for opening morning
and members quickly drain the contents to help with
the all-day sit in their blind. Pine Hill Club hunters
spend the entire day in their hunting blind. They take
their lunch, candy bars, coffee/juice/water, etc. All
blinds have a stove, carpet, and swivel chair. No hunter
is cold or wet as blinds are enclosed with windows that
open as needed. It is a very comfortable way to spend
the day in the woods. Hunting blinds are situated
throughout the 720 acres of property and are located
with safety in mind. Each hunter has their own special
blind that they use every year. Some hunters have
hunted in the same location for 30 plus years.

In years past many hunters used “walkie-talkies” to
communicate with one another. Today cell phones and
text messaging have replaced most of the old-fashioned
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cell phones and text each other or
send pictures of bucks harvested.

The first shot rang out just
after first light. My cell phone
vibrated at 8:00 a.m. and I received
a text from our son, Jeff, telling
me that he had shot a very large
buck. He was going to wait one
hour before looking but believed
he had a good hit. An hour later
he text me to report he had killed
a large 8 pointer. I responded with
“good”. Many shots were heard
throughout the day and reports,
via text messages, indicated that
seven bucks had been harvested. We were off to a good
start for the 2014 hunting season.

When darkness arrived, members returned
to camp and the kill tally for opening day
totaled eleven bucks.  This number represents
over 50 percent success for our hunters. Thos
e not shooting a buck had passed on several smaller
bucks and one hunter had shot a buck only to have it get
up and run away. We would look later in the evening
for this wounded deer.

Slowly the buck pole began to fill as successful
hunters returned with their deer. The antlers this
season were exceptional compared to past years. Most
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Tvur.- Load of Bucks.

bucks harvested were 8 pointers with two 9 pointers
and one 10 point. One hunter had doubled up opening
morning and then remained in his blind for the entire
day and just counted deer. This hunter had killed a
large 10 pointer and a big 8 pointer by 9:00 a.m. What
a great day hunting for this camp member.

The bucks were loaded in a pick-up truck for
a picture on the third day of season. In my 60 years
of hunting the white-tail, I have never seen so many
beautiful bucks taken from any property. We truly are
blessed to have a game rich area at the Pine Hill Club.
Our efforts to improve habitat, cultivate food plots, and
restrict the number of does harvested appears to be
paying off. In addition, we do not

o shoot “spike bucks”, small does or

L Dave Mﬂls with .|.N° buck<® button bucks on the property.
+aken second mornin That evening the camp was
© poind- and an 8 poin?-. alive with congratulations, good

cheer, and many stories repeated
about the success of the hunters.
This truly was a season for a
TRUCK LOAD OF BUCKS ...
End of season totals were 18 bucks
and 11 does harvested. Most
members can’t wait until next year.
Until then we can only dream
about another successful season.
Sleep well.
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n over forty years of hunting, I've been

extremely fortunate in taking some truly

fine big game trophies. However, a good
mule deer buck has not ranked among them in spite
of multiple attempts. Mule deer have truly been
my nemesis! So I was really excited to discover an
opportunityinsouthern Albertaofferingan excellent
chance at bucks scoring 170 to 185 with a few going
190 and higher. Equally attractive, the hunt was
described as being a relatively easy one. Although
at about 5,000 foot elevation in the foot hills of the
Rockies, the terrain was mostly rolling hilly native
grassland and easy to navigate. (Important to me, as
I'm 72 years old, have had a couple of minor strokes,
and a recent total knee replacement surgery) After
some further investigation, I booked the hunt along
with my hunting buddy Al Taylor.

So late last October found Al and me and our
guides Travis and Chase Simpson glassing the
rolling foothills of Alberta for mulies. As before all
of our hunts, we had told our guides that we weren't
much into scoring and record books. While we
didn’t want to shoot dinks, we both would be very
happy with a mature representative of the species
that would look good hanging on a wall. On the
morning of the very first day of hunting, Travis
and Chase spotted a buck in the distance that they
thought was worth a closer look. Taking a long
circuitous route, we managed to close the range and
put a hill between us and the buck for cover. By
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side-hilling around, we managed to cut the distance
to exactly 200 yards while keeping out of sight
and downwind of the buck. Peering around the
side of the hill and using his spotting scope, Travis
confirmed that it was a very good buck indeed with
deep forks, a wide spread, and decent mass.

However, there were two problems. First, the
buck was bedded down in a coulee with his butt
into the wind. It's almost never a good idea to
shoot a bedded animal with his legs tucked under
him. He presents a smaller target that is partially
obscured by his legs; and more importantly, his vital
organs are scrunched up and are not exactly in the
place youd expect them to be in a standing animal.
Secondly, the hilltop and hillsides were covered in
thick buck brush. In one way this was good as it
allowed us to observe the buck undetected. And
[ had a narrow shooting alley through the brush.
But when we set up my short tripod as a rest and I
looked at the buck through my rifle scope, I could
see a slight blurry movement of brush at the very
bottom of the scope. Since a scope’s line of sight lies
about one and a half inches above the bore of the
rifle, taking a shot, even with the cross hairs cleanly
centered on target, would risk hitting a twig causing
the bullet to deflect and miss, or worse, wound the
animal.

The obvious solution to both problems was
to wait for the buck to stand up. So we settled in,
watched, and patiently waited; and then we watched




Stoves buck.

and patiently waited some more. Over an hour later,
we were still watching and patiently waiting. We finally
concluded that the buck would certainly stand up within
the next several minutes..... or the next several hours!
It was clearly time for plan B. Travis and Chase decided
on a course of action that involved Chase circling back
around the hillside until he got slightly upwind of the
buck at a good distance. The thinking was that allowing
the buck to pick up just a hint of human odor would
cause him to stand to check out the possible danger.
This wasn’t as easy as it sounded. If Chase got too close
to the buck and he picked up a strong whiff of human
scent, we ran the risk of blowing him out to escape on a
dead run, offering a very difficult shot at best.

Wow, does it ever feel great when a well conceived
and well executed plan actually works for a change!
About twenty minutes after Chase left on his mission,
the buck stood up, turned around to face into the wind
to check out what was going on, and offered a classic
broadside shot. I put the crosshairs just behind the
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crease of his front leg and about a third of the way up
from his brisket and carefully squeezed the trigger. The
150 grain Nosler partition from my 270 Winchester
hit exactly where I was aiming. He took a couple
of stumbling steps forward, went down, and never
twitched. My mule deer curse was finally ended.
Three days later it was my buddy Al's turn. Chase
spotted a super non-typical mulie. After along difficult
stalk, Al pulled off a great shot at 160 yards on the
moving buck using his Primos tripod as a rest. We
were both tagged out! Later the bucks were scored.
My typical rack scored 192 B&C before deductions and
was just a hair over thirty inches in outside spread. You
could nest Al's rack inside mine with room to spare. But
his non-typical rack sported fourteen points, including
23 inches worth of non-typical points; and it scored
211 B&C before deductions! For a couple of guys who
just wanted “a mature representative of the species that
would look good hanging on a wall”, we done good!
The Simpsons are outstanding stewards of the land,
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its wildlife, and quality hunting.
They own or exclusively control
some 30,000 acres of prime
habitat (it is a working cattle
ranch running 900 head of
Angus). To say the least, they
are extremely vigilant when it
comes to trespassing. In spite
of the vast acreage, they take
just four mule deer hunters per
year to maintain and improve
the age class distribution of
the deer herd. Further, they
have almost no winter kill
on the range due to a dry
climate with light fluffy snow
and Chinook winds that can
drive the temperature into
the sixties several times a
winter. As hard as it is to
believe, we saw between
30 and 60 bucks per day
while hunting. A number
of times Al and I, with our untrained
eyes, would spot a buck that would
go into the 160 or so and would
remark: “Wow, that’s a nice deer”. The
response would be “Yeah, that’s a real
nice buck; but give him another year
or two and he'll be a super buck” In
addition to mule deer, other game was
abundant. One day we saw 13 coyotes
before noon. We saw elk daily; and
once, while glassing from a high ridge,
we saw a herd strung out below us
that Travis estimated at 500 head or so
(but very few bulls). They reminded
me of a National Geographic video
of wildebeests migrating across the
Serengeti.

If you're interested in exploring
booking a hunt, give Flint Simpson
a call at 403-678-2608 (evenings,
best) or on his cell at 403-678-8491.
However there are a couple of things to be aware of.
First, they limit the number of mule deer hunters to
only four per year. That, coupled with repeat bookings
and word of mouth advertising, means getting a spot
can be difficult. Al and I waited for two years to get
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Travis and Chase, with Als buck.

in and I suspect the wait may be longer now. Also,
be aware the Simpsons prefer to guide hunters that
appreciate and enjoy all of the wonderful and varied
aspects of the big game hunting experience, rather than
judging hunt success solely on trophy score.
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CONSERVATION

By Larry Witte

DNR CONSERVATION OFFICER ACADEMY

Forty-four potential new conservation officers began an
intensive 22 week training program in January. Recruits will
complete 14 weeks of basic police training and 8 weeks of
specialized conservation officer training. Four of the recruits
are women and forty are men. Eleven of the new recruits are
military veterans and two are previous law enforcement officers.

Twenty five of the 44 positions are new positions funded
through a General Fund appropriation. Nine new positions
are funded by the new hunting and fishing license structure.
The remaining 10 positions were previously funded and are
replacing officers who have left or retired.

DNR Conservation Officers serve a unique role as they are
certified police officers with authority to enforce all Michigan
criminal laws. In addition they have training related to
protecting of Michigan’s natural resources.

Academy graduates will be assigned throughout the state
to provide more public contact and create a safer outdoor
recreational experience. (DNR Press Release)

2014 MICHIGAN ELK SEASON

Almost thirty thousand Michigan hunters applied for 100
elk licenses last year. The elk hunt had two hunt periods—the
early season included August 26-29, September 12-15 and
September 26-29. The late season was December 6-14. Fifteen
any- elk or bull licenses and 35 antlerless licenses were awarded
for each of the two seasons. Early season hunters harvested 37
elk which included 13 bulls, 23 cows, and 1 calf. Late season
hunters harvested 41 elk including 14 bulls and 27 cows.

Successful hunters experienced a one-of-a-kind hunting
opportunity while helping with elk managementresponsibilities
and filling freezers with delicious meat.

HARD WINTERS IN THE UP DEER STUDY AREA

Long lasting heavy snow and brutally cold weather the
winters of 2012-13 and 2013-14 were very hard on UP deer
survival. In the mid-snowfall area in Iron County north of the
Michigamme Reservoir the snow was so deep that the deer had
difficulty moving.

Of 45 pregnant does collared during the winter of 2013-14
only 11 were alive at fawning time. Predators accounted for at
least 20 of the collared adult does. Wolves killed 9, coyotes 6
and bobcats 1. No determination could be made on the cause
of 4 predations. Look for more information as the Predator-Prey
project study continues in the UP through 2015.

(SCI Michigan Involvement Committee Joint Predator-Prey
Study with DNR)

Page 34

HERE WE GO AGAIN!
WOLVES BACK ON THE
FEDERAL ENDANGERED

LIST

The US Fish and Wildlife
Service gave up Federal
protection for wolves in the
Great Lakes Region after
many years of study and
turned them over to the state
in 2012 for management.
Recently a U.S. District Judge
ruled that removal violated
the federal endangered species act and was “arbitrary
and capricious.” The Judges decision blocks the ability of
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota to schedule further
hunting and trapping seasons, until overturned.

Michigan DNR advises that wolves may only be killed when
threatening human lives. Livestock and pets are fair game for
wolves for the present. The judgment was the result of a lawsuit
filed by the Humane Society of the United States and other
animal rights groups. State officials are studying the ruling to
determine a course of action.

U.S.FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (FWS) REJECTS

ATTEMPTS TO STOP LION HUNTING

The FWS has decided that the African lion is not endangered
but they propose to list the lion as threatened. The FWS
determined that lion hunting is “not a threat to the species
at this time” and that well-managed hunting can provide
important conservation benefits for the lion. The FWS proposes
to establish a rule which if finalized will “establish a permitting
mechanism to allow importation of sport hunted African
lion trophies into the United States provided that they are
established as originating from countries with a scientifically
sound management plan for African lions.

If finalized, the proposed rule will affect importation of
hunted African lion trophies for 2016 and beyond. SCI will work
vigoursly to ensure hunters’ability to import lions from Africa.

(SCI'In The Crosshairs)

SCI FIRST FOR HUNTERS

Ongoing efforts by The Humane Society of the United
States (HSUS) to stop hunting include their 2014 petition to
Department of Interior demanding that rules by implemented
to ban traditional ammunition containing lead on more that
160 million acres of public land managed by the National Park

(Continued on page 37)
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Sportsmen Against Hunger Program
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E-mail: soup.kit

5C1 Mid-Michigan Chapter
ATTN: Mike Strope

1100 Bollman Dr.

Mt Pleasant, MI 48858

Dear Mr. Strope,

Please extend our sincere thanks to all
the wonderful donation of 214 pounds T
easing the struggle of those who deal wit

Soup% Kit -\:hg] \._

of the members who participated in the §p_onﬂ1_emm
of meats to our kitchen this year. The continu

By Mike Strope

Love INC

6215, Adams 'I
Love In the Name of Christ

(.0, Box 872)
#aL. Pleasant, MI A48804-0872 I
(989 772-7392 I

chan@winntel net

wwow.lesk org
January 13, 2015
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Women's Aid Service, Inc.
Serving Clare, Cratiot and abells Countics

PO Box 743 Phane (989) 773-0078
Mt Pleasant, Mi 48804-0743 Fax (389) 773-2470

January 22, 2015
Satari Club Intemnational Mid-Michigan Chapter,

On behalf of the Board, Statf and more importantly the clients of Women's Aid Service, Inc. | want to thank
you for your recent donation. Your generous donation of 120 Ibs. of ground beef and 55 Ibs, of venison &
pork is exiremely heipful lo Women's Aid Service. As you know we are a provider of safe shelter for
domestic violence victims. Your generous donation helps us maet one of the basic needs of domestic

violence victims.
Thank you for thinking of us and more imp ly g viclims of ic viclence.
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Executive Director
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i Love INC of Clare County

Office hours M-TH, 10am-2pm

420 E. Main St. Farwell, M1 48622
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PO Box 351 Clare, MI 48617
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Looking Ahead -

to our Next Issues -

Ethiopia Dream Hunt
by Mary Harter

Roscommon Archery Club
by Brian Piccolo

Super Guide
by Dr. Peter Bucklin

Archery Elk Hunt in Wyoming
by Tim Schafer

www.midmichigansci.org
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Every new member of the
SCI Mid-Michigan Chapter

getsa Ja S
3 Glft Card

Sy?lg%mhjgéf ovds.com
‘-‘ l nco{?i:tl' Cla

on Old 27 - Exit 160
(989) 386-3475

Cragord

1-75 Exit 279 behind
" Burger King/Marathon
(989) 7051339

(Conservation Affairs continued from page 34)

Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Noted in its petition
is the intention to expand the ammo ban to include BLM and
National Forest Lands.

HSUS has said “We are going to use the ballot box and the
democratic process to stop all hunting in the United States.
We will take it species by species until all hunting is stopped in
California. Then we will take it state by state.”

SCl continues to represent hunters’interests on many fronts.

2015 MICHIGAN HUNTING LICENSES

Spring Turkey: If you didn’t apply for a spring turkey license
in January you still have options. Any limited-quota licenses
remaining on March 16 may be purchased by any hunter who
does not possess a spring turkey license. As an alternative
you may purchase a license for Hunt 0234 (May 4-31 season)
from March 16 through the entire spring hunt season over the
counter.

Michigan Elk: May 1 to June 1 is the application period.

Black Bear: May 1 to June 1 is the application period. If
you do not plan to hunt bear in 2015 consider applying for a
preference point. You will have a better chance of drawing a
tag in the future.

Antlerless Deer: July 15 to August 15 is the application

Howrs ,
Mon-Thurs S9am-8pm
Friday 9am-9pm
" Saturday 9am-8pm
Sunday 1Znoon-Spm

period. See the 2015 Michigan Antlerless hunting digest.
Fall Turkey: July 15 to August 15 is the application period.
Remember, a base license (small game license) is required
for every person who hunts. Hunters must purchase a base
license before they can purchase any hunting license.

PURE MICHIGAN HUNT APPLICATIONS

Consider buying a $5.00 Pure Michigan Hunt Application at
a licensed dealer. The Pure Michigan Hunt began in 2009 and
each year since then 3 winners each year are drawn and win
a package of hunting licenses and several thousand dollars
in prizes. Winners receive a Michigan Elk, Bear, Spring and
Fall Turkey and Deer licenses and a hunting spot on opening
morning at any managed waterfowl area. Past winners have
taken home shotguns, rifles, bow, guided hunts and more.

Applicants may apply as many times as they want for a
$5.00 fee. Each entry puts the applicants name in for the Pure
Michigan Hunt drawing. Three winners are announced each
January. Application funds are used for wildlife restoration and
improvement projects by DNR.

WORD TO THE WISE (unknown)
“A gun is like a parachute. If you need one, and don't have
one, you'll probably never need one again.”

Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off the goal.

A 52glls 3 @
www.midmichigansci.org (5§
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HIBDEN HORNS W%C on Wynn G. Condict

Burch Truck & Trailer Parts

U BC ll 5776 Venture Way - Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
(989) 772-0081 z;ﬂ@, oo TThe
TR}EI%E%I}A&RTS Jeff Harrison, CEO « www.burchparts.com BREN T Fl S K

- 4 Box 1126, Saratoga, WY 82331
GAMEIRANCH Sa aT”L, gﬂC. wycnn;afaﬁ@grnail.com

www.wyconsafariinc.com
Cell: 970-456-7580

or
Cell: 307-710-7578

g/m,;—ﬁ%‘," % S /@“gé Colorado Unguided & Guided
Rifle, Archery, Muzzleloader
11318 21 MILE RD. * SAND LAKE, M| 49343 Private Ranch Hunts for
(616) 984-5346 * CELL (616)799-0689 Diatt Milone rivate Ranch Hunts for
A . EMAIL: HIDDENHORNSGAMERANCH@HOTMAIL.COM 191 $€1 SCORE Mule Deer, Elk & Antelope
Central M'ch’gan’s HIDDENHORNSGAMERANCH.COM WY#BGO2 CO Outitiers #2220 Praiiie Dog Hunts May & July » River Float Trips
Truck and Trailer Parts Store )
. . Wild Spirit Guide Service . _ TROPH HI JNTING
« Qilfield Parts « Personal Protective I — Full Service Outfitter el SETCHAING U
» Agricultural Parts and Equipment .
9r q,.’;‘. o . N15107 Twp. Line Rd
Equipment * Polishing and Cleaning "~ Powers, Mi 49874
« Suspensions and Axles Supplies
« Drivetrain Components « Fast Delivery and Blacgl:ogig{
« Air and Electrical Systems Experienced Sales Staff
. Wolf Manager & Prufessmnal Hunter
+ Exhaust Components + EBY Trailers and Truck Beds - Whitetail
« Powertrain system Now Available! 1(906)250 -0089 New Zealand Trophy Hunting, 19 Cattle Valley Road, Kurow 9435, New Zealand
: ’ G . Ph: +64 3 436 0911 | Mob: +64 21 221 6048
Components * Tanker Parts and Accessories Wlldsré)lrltg]:t.lde.;;‘om info@newzealandtrophyhunting.com | www.newzealandtrophyhunting.com
« Load Securement an Kirschner

Low's Trophy Whitetail Ranch
Experience the hunt!

Leon Low

Woodland *; ¥ BALDY MOUNTAIN
Taxidermy % OUTFITTERS

big game hunting specialists in ' > & =7 TR ' 49632

. . Fe SE British Columbia CANADA ez # % 0) 231-328-4466
of Professional Taxidermy - s ot ‘

GUIDED HUNTS FOR - .
Contact: Riley and Amanda Leuenberger  Bighorn sheep Goat lowleon@ymail.com

6100 Mcvety Rd.
Falmouth. Michigan

Specializing in all seasons

231-679-6591 : 2009 3rd St South £ Grizzly bear www, lowstrophywhitetails.com

Cranbrook: B.C VIC1G1 Black bear Cougar, Lynx & Bobeat
Home: 778-517-0668 Cell: 250-919-3197 Deer Walf
email: info@baldymountain.com Shiras moose

Bell Wildlife Speciaities

ALAIN TARDIF o Fe! [, &% WomioCuass Outfitting - Taxidermy ) FEJES
LODGE 7T oY WHITETAIL HUNTS GUIDE SERVICE LTD.

C.P. 370 ., SAINT-HENRI : Daniel Bell

ggIEiBaEED CANADA Professional Guide and Taxidermist SAM FEJES

155 West Oak, PO Box 147
Harveyville, Kansas 66431
785-589-2321

Alaska Master Guide
TEL : (418) BB2 6210
TOLL FREE : 1 800 463 4BES8

$ ; bellwildlife@earthlink.net P.O. Box 111394 » Anchorage, Alaska 99511-1394
FAX : (418) 882 0140 (,é ¢ "‘;‘w‘:.;e(%fv“d“‘f:c:; Phone (907) 349-4040 » FAX (907) 349-2020
EMAIL : INFOGLEAFRIVERLODGE.COM hlh-h37-4478 Wi iejenguidessiviceicom

AARONGTAILSOFTHEHUNT.COM « WWW.TAILSOFTHEHUNT.COM

When asked if my cup is half-full or half-empty If you're already walking on thin ice, you might as well dance.

my only response is that I am thankful I have a cup.
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DEDICATED TO THE PROPAGATIDN OF WHITETAIL CENTRAL COAST OUTFITTERS LLC (9891);]?1%;%728 (989)!;’?5:-9710
AND EXOTIC SPECIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD, Cali ; 4 New Zealind )y
AS WELL AS, EXCLUSIVE WORLD-CLASS HUNTING, o {ﬁ’mm e El Lk @ > o " =
JUST FOR YOU. TVEIN \ B = 3 X - n_t a..
glpine ==~ whitetail$
. r - '
_ ,5 .g;
- GREAT SPANISH HUNTS o Wi
3202 County Road 405 « Uvalde, Texas 78801 (orsini & Navasgiiés < ¥
(254) 592-8449 Larry Higgins ¢ Owner
(830) 278-3807 e L - S CARLOS MERELLO 1894 Koslara Rd., Gaylord, MI 49735
(830) 278-8248 Li 411724 '“nl‘w“m; "lm‘mmf‘hmn'mm C/ Almagro 29 - 28010 - Madrid - Spain www.redpinewhitetails.com
john‘ moraniriver.com T i S e umsm?‘:hf't?n'w“*!v_;r Té:ﬂ‘ofé:ffnf@mm'm“mf Fa:isf.::-:a;spah+nmis]:}t::tf£n:3 redpinewhitetails@gmail.com
> JASON MARONEY JOHAN PIETERSE SAFARIS
%7 lynch Creek Travel Makingtpesste
: _ SALES
Tara Harrell E’“ 2800 Blacksmith Ln P.0. Box 501 JOHAN PIETERSE
_ m Kerrville, TX 78028 Thabazimbi 0380
Risnations Hegsr “RICA South Africa
770-820-5700
Phone 800.733.1115 x 106 * 707,559.7990 x106
* Fax 707.559.7997
B maroney@natureblinds.com
Email: tara@lynchcreektravel.com hy BonayEnGIuPINGs johanpietersesafaris@tiscali.co.za
1250 North McDowell Bivd., Petaluma, CA 94954 . ' natureblinds.com www. jpsafaris.co.za
P RR#2 Site 2 Box 15 Sundre, Alberta TOM 1X0

Ph: 403.638.4105 » www.scalpcreek.com ® Email: scalpcreek@hotmail.com

State & Federally Licensed Like us on W .. - I A IS

g, i ~5ﬁ* ot VUVUELNEM

Metal-Stone

2022 West 14 Mile Road

Bitely, MI 49309
Office 231-745-8000 N A‘ :: Shawn Marcus
Cell 781-775-6288

Six Lakes, Mich 48&? 6
Fax 231-745-9000 TAXIDERMY 4363 S. MOREY RD. PH (231) 839-8660 089-365-43 47" \
www.legendsranch.com Nick Giuliani 2410 S. Coldwater Rd. LAKE CITY, MI 49651 smarcus @ voelkerimplement.com TN ‘\ .
robert@legendsranch.com Cell (989) 621-0061 Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858

Work (989) 644-6289 1/2 North of M-20 JOH N DE ER E \\__‘ IL I

i

Sales 10155 N Miles Rd. | |

DL DE-HUNTING SERVA

Worldwide Hunting & Fishing Guides & Consultants
EXOTICS s NATIVE GAME + YEAR-ROUND HUNTING
Packages to Fit Your Schedule and Budget
210/827-0053 Cell ) 1914 (R 456

F1 Like us on facebook Hondo, TX USA 78861
www.actionoutdoors.com .

Everything is OK in the end. Ifit’s not OK, then it’s not the end.

Don’t get your knickers in a knot.
Nothing is solved and it just makes you walk funny.
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Froling‘ Insurance FishéOHunter Charters Kelly’s Deer Processing

Fully equipped 31 fool Tiara
Located at East Shore Marina = Frankfort. Ml

Roger & Sherri Froling
MEDICAL / HEALTH INSURANCE

Individual & Group Plans Captain Dave James P i
Blue Crosspi';’stfg’eegtﬁf Michigan 586.419.3480 + 231.352.7511 (R B L 13 S
www.fishhuntercharters.net 089.833.7135
LIFE DENTAL Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 4:30pm
INSURANCE INSURANCE
John Hancock Delta Dental = —ope
DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE i -'. o PEAU GUIDING
Alvin Campeau : :
bl el feee o Michael Campeau FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR | (SO AL
PH: (306) 560-7013 “SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER” | [ . Wiy i
LONG TERM CARE & IRA’S Box 33 . )
Turning 65 years old? Call for your Quotes! Bankend, Sask. WANTED: Cull Deer to purchase WWW.{anc
Office: Cell oy

Colin Kelly
Email: campeau.guiding@ saskiel.net 19077 12 Mile Road A Z i - : :
www.campeauguiding.ca Big Rapids, M1 49307 o 4 s ST ALR ! k_‘ I:)‘-"--\ 81, |\-:1||r-i'*-"l‘-4- [\"\'Hlﬂlj-‘-'l-*
(231) 796-5414
Email: colin@cks-place.com

|."l|'1.('l("'.1f) |l'IL__..|..__('_.\I'I'I.['1.'|

Roger: 616-291-0066
616-527-4622 Sherri: 517.474.7724

www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
Ultimate Firearms 24- Hour Deer Drop-Off During Season SANDRA CHANEY
BP X Press SCI Mid-Michigan Member REANEgeL
“The Ultimate Muzzleloading Rifle”
The Galene is o
Auctions « Apprafsals « Real Estate | Marty Wegner - Owner/Auctioncer : of mt. pleasant, Itd
. Kamreth E. Johnston Complete Professional Auction Service 7610 Lawundule (989) 7938089 AORo0L SN Eectine
3470 Dobie Rd. President Commercial » Indusirial + Farm & Fstale [ Froeland, ME38623  wegnerm @ attylobaLe e s
Okemos, MI 48864 (517) 349-2976 Over 25 Yoars Experience » Caga Cersified Apprabsals No Obligation Consoltations suatom seating g::' S S (800290 64
six passengers. She uth Franklin us,
www.ultimatefirearms.com Fx (517) 3494857 T . Mount Ploasane. Mi 486582319 (959) 773-0014,
latest electronics E-Mail: sandrac@valley-travel.net FAX (989) 773-2046
and fishing
equipment. N
— Captain Paal i a Froling Farms
. Nl licensed by the US 1 :
il Coast Guard and Roger Froling
AN/ 1 W has been fishing the Owner
3 QA e R Great Lakes si
is e S IRRES ooz BUFFALO ON THE HOOF, MEAT, HUNTS
Cascagefursalon i R e ' Bouievs =
£= reg ‘Griz
— 24 d Ginge Tirne 54/-290-0489 »
6504 Twenty-eighth Street Southeast 5 R R S L 1000 Dildine Road
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 i3 27 Jim Men. Dr. PO Box 631 lonia MI 48846
Telephone (616) 957-4936 é:g Cody,WY 82414 X . Cogquille, Oregon 97423
3_5 losterek{@ven:.com Capta'ln Paul BOlhng License *4/06 Bowd P7/05664/ Phone:616-527-4622
John F. Hayes * Master Furrier éaé Yorofonekpntitaccon  rneiona il (AN eagt 60 734.735.6793 We offer a variety Fax: 616-:527—6736 .
captainpaul@spinnernspoon.com of pre-set and customizable Emlﬁili g;%lll;% glagréenm.net
WWW.spinnernspoon.com Hunting & Fishing Packages el v
When you come to a roadblock, take a detour. The steeper the mountain, the harder the climb,
the better the view from the finishing line.
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"t‘trOck— Outfitters Roger C. Froling

Medical Insurance
Disability income
Life Insurance

- Pension Plans

MILLION

Dental Insurance
DOLLAR -
Annuities

1000 Dildine Road
lonia, MI 48846

Office: (616) 527-4622
Fax: (616) 527-6736
Cell: (616) 291-0066
rogerfroling@charter.net

EQUND
TABLE

Brian Simps@n
Master Guidef#jli5?)
P.O.Box 61210 Y P 907-322-9841
Fairbanks, AK 99706 * Email: noainc@mosquitonet.com

Life Insurance Company

LAKE TROUT- PIKE- WALLEYE

HEPBURN LAKE LODGE dh v
FLY-IN FISHING & HUNTING
rch/ dge ‘

;
BLACK BEAR HUNTING - QOUTFITTING
NORTHERN SASK. CANADA - —— A ;
PHONE 1-306-547-3328 {iro Wﬁ‘ém OWNER
CELL 1-306-547-8231 OWA & MIBSOUR| a
EMAIL-hepburnlakelodge@sasktel.net ; 641.919.2801

ARLEE THIDEMAN

www.hepburnlakelodge.net

I HI,J":— ﬁ COIW , NICK@HUNTWRO.COM

26055 JERSEY AVENUE * MT STERLING. |A 52573

gﬁ!'r’ &Cc.
Matt & Shelly Leuenberger NI 180 Outdoors, LLC
Licensed Qutfitter f:
WWW.HUNT180.COM
250.429.4181 home 250.919.4181 cell
mattshell @skcmail.ca
Box 78
. S Matt Wonser 620.330.7282
ity B VBT 3148 s. 4150 Street 1800utdoors@gmail.com
Independence www.hunt180.com
Kansas 67301
Cheryl
' . r
VanConant Roger R. Card
rogercard@iserv.net
2. Cz

Phone: 231-972-2413
7799 Schooner Lane Cell: 989-621-9263
Canadian Lakes, M| 49346 Fax: 231-972-8240

Look at life through the windshield, not the rear-view mirror.
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T: 847.690.0690
F: 847.690.0699
E: lisaj@dichb.com
Laurad@dichb.com

It S no"ccrdent"fza‘t we”a're able toiiplrloduce such remarkable printing.

‘V_\@wmrk hard to) make youll

ERCIALYPRINTINGIRYDESIGN
gy f'-' Check us out at
: 'f_-;-,, W WS p"'l'"ésantgraphlcs com

= He PFast & Easy Way o
Files & Place Orders

(989) 773 7777 e Fax (989) 773-0865
6835 Lea=Pick’ Drlve e Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
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CAPTURING YOUR MEMORIES

%DL'.'RIFE ONE MOUNT AT A TIME.

Custc

| Tnxml:mvnr '

CEPTURING % I
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Scan This Code And
Like Us On Facebook

WWW.THEWILDLIFEGALLERY.COM W

737 JACKSON ROAD, BLANCHARD MI 49310
989-561-5369 | TAXIDERMY@THEWILDLIFEGALLERY.COM

o ' T . T T T . A B .‘.' I 14
o B . e ' LI i , 4
T L L R ek LR SR o € 2 e



	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-1
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-2
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-3
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-4
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-5
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-6
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-7
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-8
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-9
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-10
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-11
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-12
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-13
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-14
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-15
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-16
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-17
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-18
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-19
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-20
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-21
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-22
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-23
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-24
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-25
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-26
	57897 Front Sight Issue 30-27

