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Members of Mid-Michigan SCI or Isabella
County Sportsman's Club may use the
shooting range located at 2872 W. Millbrook
Road just east of Winn Road. The lock
combination is 4440 and changes yearly
on February 15th. Please carry
membership identification on you

el e

when you visit the range.
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Standing Committees
Chairmen are listed first

Chapter Trophy Awards - Joanne Witte, Larry Witte, Tim Becker,
Brad Eldred, Roger Froling, Don Harter, Larry Higgins, Scott
Holmes, Joe Mulders, Bill Shelt, Art Street.

Conservation/Govt. Affairs - Larry Witte, Jim Walker
Dispute Resolution - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman
Matching Grants - Jon Zieman

Front Sight Publication - Mary Harter

Education - Randy Raymond

Membership - Mike Strope, Jim Walker

Nominating - Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders, Jon Zieman
Programs - Roger Froling

Special Events - Kevin Unger, Tim Schater, Scott Holmes, Jim
Walker, Randy Raymond, Mike Strope

Annual Awards Banquet/Fundraiser - Joe Mulders, Abby
Mulders, Don Harter, Mary Harter, Tim Schafer, Mike Strope,
Kevin Unger, Joanne Witte, Larry Witre

Qutfitter Donations - Roger Froling, Kevin Unger
Shooting Sports - Tim Schafer

Humanitarian Services -
Handicapped Youth Hunt - Randy Raymond
Sportsmen Against Hunger - Mike Strope
Veteran's Hunt - Randy Raymond

Public Relations - Jim Walker

The Front Sight is the official publication of the Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International, keeping
club members informed about local club activities, and
encouraging and defining good sportsmanship. The Front
Sight Magazine is published quarterly: January, April, July
and October. Distribution 400+.

Check our own www.midmichigansci.org website for copies
of the Front Sight, listing of events, and fundraiser auction
items.

Please support our sponsors! Call or write them for catalogs
and information on their products and services. Make sure

you tell them you saw their information in The Front Sight.
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PRESIDENT & FUNDRAISING
CHAIR

_IH'L' Mulders

5700 Four Mile Road

Bay City, M1 48706

h 989 686-0118, ¢ 989 450-8727

jmulders35@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Jon ]. Zieman

4410 N. Verity Road
Sanford, M1 48657-9388
h 989-687-9712

w 989-636-6336

jizieman(ords net

DIRECTORS

Roger Froling

1000 Dildine

lonia, M1 48846-9584

616 527-4622, ¢ 616 291-0066

rfrolingt@charrerminet

Latry Witte

11219 Birch Park Drive
Stanwood, M1 49346-7564
h 231 796-4927

c 231 250-5538

witte | 9390 charternet

Tim Schafer

1406 LaPearl Rd.

Weidman, M1 48893

h 989 644-3291, ¢ 989 506-3516

customhomesandwoodworking(@ gmail.com

Mike Strope

1100 Bollman Drive

Mt. Pleasant, M1 48858

h 989 772-1863, ¢ 989 506-1113
mstropecustombuilder(a gmail.com
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TREASURER DIRECTOR AT LARGE SCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

Scott Holmes Kevin Unger EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT ELECT

3894 Hiawatha Meadows Drive 2247 N. School Rd. Larry Higeins

Mt. Pleasanr, M1 48838 Weidman, MI 48893 1894 Kosiara Rd.

h 989 772-6081, ¢ 989 560-1949 w 989 773-1711, ¢ 989 560-7288 Gaylord, M1 49735

scott(@ljskirchens.com kevinunger 1 @ frontier.com h - 989-732-0728, ¢ - 989-370-0645
Ibhrpwii@gmail.com

SECRETARY SCI EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Joanne Witte Don Harter REGION 19 REPRESENTATIVE

11219 Birch Park Drive 1375 N. Cedar Point Drive Stony Bing

Stanwood, Ml 49346-7564 Weidman, MI 48893 4877 Brookstone Dr. NE

h 231 796-4927, ¢ 231 250-5528 l - 989-644-2333, ¢ - 989-330-1065 Rockford, M1 49341

witte 1939@ charter.net harter63 @ gmail.com 616-866-4374

EDITOR

Mary Harter

1375 N. Cedar Point Drive
Weidman, MI 48893

h 989 644-2333, ¢ 989 506-3577
harter63 @ gmail.com

Stony Bing, new
R'Lgion 19 RQAP with our
Chapter President,
Joo Mulders

Randy Raymond

9459 Pere Marquette

Clare, M1 48617-9112

I 989-465-1648
blackbearrandy(@ gmail.com

Jim Walker

1936 S. MacKenzie Lane

Mt Pleasant, M1 48858

stillwalks(ewyahoo.com

¢ 989-205-6570

Chad M. Stearns

155 W. Love Road .

Stanford, MI 48657 Crﬂlg KAu‘PFMM,

w - 980-386-1523 .

¢ - 989.600-4077 Sd PY%IAM‘!' and

cstearns(@jayssportinggoods.com .

Bon Harker, Vice

President, at Board

Meeting in Tuscon.

SCI Mid-Michigan Chapter Meeting Schedule
* SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Meeting Type Time Location

Board 4:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
Membership 6:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
Board 4:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
Membership 6:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
Board 3:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
Big Buck Night 5:00 p.m. Comfort Inn
International Convention Las Vegas

Chapter Convention Soaring Eagle

Reservations required. Please call and leave a message at 989-560-7288

Page 2
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Your President -

Joseph Mulders

As  your club's
new President, I would
like to thank our
members for taking
the time to cast their
ballots in our most
recent election. You elected the following
individuals to the board of directors for a three year term; Mike
Strope, Joseph Mulders, Jon Zieman and Chad Stearns.

The financial results from this year's major fundraiser are tabulated
and I am very happy to report we had exceptional earnings this year which
will allow our club to do the following:

1. Help support the Michigan citizen-initiated law called the Scientific
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Act (SFWCA), by contributing
$50,000 dollars to this cause. Michigan SCI Chapters contributed
over $350,000. 1 personally believe this initiative will be very
important to our continued right to hunt and generations that will
follow us.

2. Create a fiscal 2014/2015 budget that allows greater funding for
Veteran, Education and Community spending.

3. Once again contribute to the Mt. Pleasant Community Foundation.
Contributions have been postponed in recent years due to lack of
available funds.

All of these expenditures are possible without drawing down the clubs
current reserves. ©hanks for supporting the Fundraiser.

I suspect very few of us like to focus on the fact that daylight hours are
getting shorter again. A positive perspective of that fact could be, hunting
season is right around the corner. Small game season starts September
15th, it will be here before you know it. Take someone new outdoors and
expose them to wonders you and 1 know.

Joe Mulders

FR#NT SIGHT

Editor’s Message

We just returned from the board
meeting in Tucson where | attended many
of the meetings. As Don was elected a Vice
President in May, the position of Region 19
Representative was open and Stony Bing was
elected to this position. Stony and his wife,
Alma, live in Rockford, Michigan and have
been active for many years. [f you ever visited
the Sensory Safari Trailer which has been to many events, they were the
ones in charge.

Also, at the Tucson meeting, the electors voted for a new information
technology system to be installed. This will provide the needed updates
and will make navigation much easier. It will be a work in progress for
several months but we can look forward to a much improved website and
all other member services.

While in Tucson, we visited the International Wildlife Museum - see
story on page 35.

On August 27, we traveled to Lansing for the House of Representatives
vote on the Michigan Initiative which passed. See story on page 6. We
spent several long hours observing government in action with many of our
fellow hunters dressed in orange. We were very pleased to have several
from our chapter in attendance. 1 have hunted in Michigan for 45 years
and [ don't think T am capable without a lot of research to determine which

species and how many should be hunted in Michigan. How can others,
many of whom do not even hunt, make that determination! Now these
determinations will be made using scientific means by our Department of
Natural Resources rather than emotion and coercion from outside sources
like the Humane Society. Even though many wanted the right to vote on
hunting issues, [ believe this is the fairest solution. I'm sure part of the
coercions can be traced back to our Second Amendment and gun control.
If a hunter no longer has the species to hunt, we might not be so concerned
about our right to bear arms. We must be vigilant!

Keep Hunting, ////;?( 7) _MQZTF\

Keep Writing,

Mid - Michigan Chapter Safari Club International « www.midmichigansci.org

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

I hereby apply for membership

FIRST

4 HOME
STREET
CITY

STATE zp

TELEPHONE

18 + I Year S 65 National Dues
3 Years S 150 National Dues
Life S1500 National Dues
Over 60 $1250 National Dues

Check/Cash attached §

MIDDLE

Fill out both mailing addresses as well as email. Please indicate by placing a X in the appropriate box where you would like to receive club correspondence.
If at all possible we would like to utilize your email address for this purpose. ]

LAST

MEMBERSHIP DUES (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Bill my credit card: VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

EMAIL ADDRESS
4  BUSINESS

STREET
CITY

STATE zip

TELEPHONE

5 20 Local Dues = 5§85

$ 60 Local Dues = $210
$300 Local Dues = 5 1,800
$200 Local Dues = § 1.550

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE

NAME ON THE CARD

FIRST FOR HUNTERS

APPLICANTS SIGNATURE SPONSORS NAME

Mid-Michigan SCI
P.O. Box 486

DATE OF APPLICATION

SPONSORS ADDRESS

Mt. Pleasant, M1 48804-0486
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by Josh Christensen

Title: Authors:
i NORTH AMERICA HUNTING Paul Conner & Jim Stender
‘ ADVENTURES: PART ONE Publisher: Diggy Pod
List Price: $24.95

. North America Hunting Adventures:
Part One is a compilation of stories written

the Mid-Michigan Chapter of SCI. These
stories take us on a whirlwind ride across
our continent in search of big game animals.
Many of these stories include information
about the people Paul and Jim came into
contact with and the friends they made
through their journeys.

The opening chapter starts the reader

~off on the right track with a great story
about hunting caribou in the far north of
Canada. Nor only does this story tell of the
hunt, but it also gives recommendations on
what to bring.

Throu"huut the book there are many
interesting stories including freezing sled
rides to hunt caribou and muskox in the
arctic, horseback rides through the snow
for elk, and witnessing two bull woodland
caribou fighting and shooting both of
them.

; Paul and Jim are good story tellers
= that use humor in their writings. In their
L stories they are sure to talk about not only the successes, but
also the unsuccessful hunting trips as well.
~ This book is filled with many enjoyable, quick read chapters that are very detailed
and allow you to easily imagine what it would have been like to be there hunting with
them.

% -This.book gets 9 out of 10 bullseyes

Page 4 sc% www.midmichigansci.org



Mid, Muhlga "Chapfer of
Safan Club, International

presents

Sign your
kids up

(9-15 years old) for

FREE Hunter’s

'| Safety Classes
beginning
June 1, 2015

RSVP by
Dec. 30th Saturday, January 10" at the Comfort Inn 4
| Limited Seating — 2W4'S. Mission * Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 &
M call (989) 560-7288
lt,Adi,d‘-ts $25 * Kids 12 and under $20 * Under 5 yrs. FREE

‘ g Call 989-772-2755 or
989-772-4000 for a reservation.

Bring your rack that you shot in 2014 and get it
. professionally scored plus get in the FREE gun drawing
with your scored rack.

-

For more information
contact:

Kevin Unger | Whitetail and Mule deer

wk (989) 773-1711 + Trophies for Non-Members ® Prize Gun Raffle
AINCLPIRIIGYPEE N W Youth Hunters Awards ® Awards for Members &
kevinunger1@frontier.com g L Non-Members ® Special Guest Speakers ®
. Reduced Rate on Rooms ® Free Membership

= Al tickets are pre-sold. Must have ticket prior to events
"

REGISTRATION TARTS AT 5 PM DINNER AT 7 PM

Dinner includes two entree buffet, salad bar and dessert table
Cash Bar * Free soda for the kids

vww.midmichigansci.org sSrI Page 5
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Scientific Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Act

PASSES!!

by Mary Harter

the Michigan Initiative called the Scientific Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Act (SFWCA) which passed the Michigan
Senate on August 13 with a bipartisan vote of 23/10 and the Michigan
House on August 27 with a bipartisan vote of 65/43. Now it is law!! A huge
thank you to all who participated. Many of our board members and other inter-
ested hunters from many other groups spent countless hours securing signatures for the petitions
which numbered 374,000 statewide. A lot of donations were also made.

A huge thank you to Mike Leonard, a SCI Director at Large and Merle Shepard, a past president
of SCI, both from Michigan. They spearheaded this campaign. Please also thank your Senators and
Representatives who voted for this law.

On August 27, several of us arrived at 11:00 a.m. at the Michigan Capitol dressed in hunter or-
ange and many that were against our petition who were dressed in blue t-shirts. Those opposed
to us were mainly funded by the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). We have learned a
lot about the Humane Society in recent months and how they infiltrate an area to fight hunting. We
have learned that most of the money donated to the Humane Society is spent on wages, retirement,
and litigation. Only 1% is spent on the animals people intend their donations for. Right now hunters
in Maine are fighting for their hunting rights.

The fact that Michigan has passed this referendum sets a president for other referendum states
to follow. We have won a very hard fought battle. Let's hope other states having the same prob-
lems can be so lucky.

C oncerned hunters all over the U.S. have been following

Final Vote

ﬁmn‘ius PETITION




Life. ..
Bearly Interrupted

by Jim Walker

5 n a frigid winter day, when the world is
O locked in winter’s frosty grip, there are
. signs of hope and new life. That day, Kevin
% Unger, president of the Mid-Michigan Chapter SCI,
i_. « board members Randy Raymond, Mike MacEacheron,
55" " and myself, Jim Walker, met up with several other SCI
members including Stony Bing, Neil Porter, Lee Mur-
ray (Director-at-Large) and their spouses in Big Rap-
ids. We were waiting for MDNR personnel Dr. Duane
; Etter and Michael Wegan (wildlife research technician)
" from the Rose Lake Research Center.
I Upon their arrival and forming up a caravan that
“‘\ included a crew from Cook County, Illinois, and Ac-
.. tion News 13 from Toledo, Ohio, we traveled to a loca-
w tion in Newaygo County. There we met the landown-
ers, Jerry and Pat, who graciously allowed access to
their property along with area biologist Pete Kailing,
_ MDNR, who covers Newaygo, Mecosta and Oceana
counties. Our purpose that day? We were going bear
hunting. Actually we were part of the Southern Michi-
gan Bear Study. This study is funded by SCI/MIC. The
~ SCI Michigan Involvement Committee was formed in
1980 with representatives from each Safari Club Inter-
. national Chapter in Michigan. Committee members
.~ work with the Department of Natural Resources to
- coordinate funding of DNR wildlife conservation pro-
grams and research projects that might otherwise not
“ be funded.
o The DNR staff prepared their equipment and head-
ed out to locate the bear den. The initial crew that went

4

www.midmichigansci.org

=
out included Pete Kailing, Mike Wegan, Randy Ray- -
mond and myself and the news crew. This was prob-
ably the most dangerous part of the whole operation. ‘R‘“
As we slowly and quietly approached the den made of

a fallen tree, branches and brush, we could see the bear

had her head up. Stealthily Mike Wegan circled behind

and downwind. Eventually he was able to use his poke g
stick that had a dose of a drug to put the sow to sleep. -
After a short period of time she finally fell asleep and
much to our surprise she had cubs! Not one, not two,:
but three, two males and a female. 5

At that time the other group that were waiting were *
called in. The cubs were handed out to people to keep
warm and safe. The cubs weighed from six to eight
pounds each and were about two months old.

The eight year old sow was removed from the den,
weighed, ear tagged, and fitted with a new collar and
GPS for tracking with the capability of about 45,000 ~ *
hits on her location for the next year. Though it was “a
cold and wintery, the cubs enjoyed the warmth of many
jackets. For us, memories of handling wild bear cubs
will be enjoyed and savored by the adults and children g
for a lifetime. As the sow was beginning to awaken, she
was placed back into her den along with her three most
adorable cubs. As a group we vacated the area so that g
she would recover with minimal stress.

In all it was a beautiful day and an event that was
possible with SCI/MIC and MDNR cooperation.
Should I say “Life . . . bearly interrupted”!




“It's a man’s way of shopping for a deer” was the
answer. The question was, “I thought you were a nice
-~ man so how could you kill such a beautiful creature
- like a deer?” It seems like a common question these
i days as we have departed from an agrarian society

i+ to an industrial and now a service/consumer soci-

~ ety. No one that ever grew up on a farm would ever
ask such a question. Even though I grew up in the

: —!':_ suburbs of southeast Michigan our family grew a

garden, raised rabbits, chickens, and yes, hunted to
- supplement the food budget of our family. There
' was no moral dilemma when my dad would come
home with rooster pheasants in the fall because we

* all liked the taste of it and my mother knew how

to cook it.

Today things are different as many people think
that meat magically appears wrapped in cellophane in
;. the meat section at the supermarket. In fact, a classi-
i fied ad was sent to me by a friend saying, “Why can't

-~ you hunters get your meat where the rest of us do? At
the supermarket!”
The perception of the hunter and his motives has
been tossed about a lot recently and part of that is our
own fault. We haven't told enough people why we hunt
- 50 that they might understand where we are coming

from. Trophy hunting has also hurt us in my opinion
* as so called hunters shoot game and take the trophy
rack, leaving behind the life sustaining meat that could
be given to someone in need. These type of so called

“hunters” are out there but in the extremely small mi-
nority. Denial of this would beg the question,
do fish and game departments have laws against this?”
This and other issues have already and will be addressed

by the real hunting community because we know that 4%

hunting is a privilege and not a right. For instance
programs such as Hunter Safety address proper ethics
while hunting with topics such as shot selection, tres-
pass laws, hunter etiquette in the field, respect of the
animal after the hunt, meat care and following game
regulations.

Organizations such as Farmers and Hunters for the
Hungry, Quality Deer Management, SCI, the NRA,
and many others inform their members and the gen-

“Why



% eral public on the

# ethics of hunting.
Of course, the wild-
life divisions of every
. state and province

“~in North America

* depend n hunters

R (o balance wildlife

. populations against
- over population,

@y . disease, damage to

agriculture and loss
of human life in car/
deer accidents. In
my own community
our County Board
= of Commissioners
& paid sharp shoot-
ers $5,000 to shoot 20 does to reduce the risk of deer/
airplane collisions on the county airport runway. Can
you imagine the cost to taxpayers if hunting was elimi-
nated and sharp shooters were hired to shoot the near-

i

¢ ly 400,000 deer Michigan deer hunters kill every year!
& Now there is a moral dilemma. Hunters are also the

¢ world’s best conservationists. It is hunter dollars that
§ provide funds to set aside land for habitat that animals
¢ can live in.

In Africa, hunter dollars have prevented the whole-
sale extinction of many species targeted by poachers.
~ The money from hunting licenses provides needed
funds to hire game wardens to keep poaching to a min-

i imum. the meat provided by hunters feeds families in

- many villages there as the meat can’t be brought back
. to the states.

On a personal level you ask why do I hunt. This has
changed over the years as I have matured as a hunter.
When T first started hunting it was a right of passage
from boyhood to manhood. My dad hunted with my
uncle and others and I wanted to be like him. then it
was the challenge of bringing home game to the table
by homing my hunting skills. After over forty years of
- hunting, I hunt because the fellowship with God and
*others, the beauty of the out of doors, the naturally

Todd Teicheiva (collkae friend and best man) and Mike Ritchie
i-mgmb\g sharing a hand.

produced food that

is provides, the chal- &
lenge involved with
harvesting game, and |
recently mentoring
young people during =
the hunt. Lastly I do
not apologize for be-
ing a hunter as God
himself has told man-
kind that hunting
would be necessary
when he told Noah
that “everything that

creeps on the earth &
will now be food for 8
you. (Gen 9:3) This "

was just after Noah
and his family left the Ark after the great flood.
I am humbled when T take a life of an animal in

that T know that this animal had to die to provide food 4
for my family and others. I also am aware that those §
who criticize me for what I do hire someone else to kill 5

their meat for them before they are able to buy it in the 3
grocery store. :
Hunting has shown an increase in participation in
recent years as my generation seeks to perpetuate the
hunting lifestyle to the next generation. Hunting is not
for everyone but it brings back memories of hunts with
my dad and friends. Spending time hunting brings me

closer to the Creator as I see the beauty he has created. -

It connects me with the earth understanding where my 3
meals come from.

Hopefully this article will help the non-hunter un-
derstand that hunting is a “person’s way of shopping
for a deer” and has many other benefits. Though they
choose not to hunt, they will support the right of others
to do so. For those who do hunt I urge you to realize
that hunting is a privilege, not a right. Therefore you
should be ethical, conservation minded, and respectful
for those who choose not to hunt. As they say at the
end of many hunting shows, “take a kid hunting so they
too may enjoy the out of doors.”
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75" Birthday Buffalo

By Joanne Witte

hat a birthday! On April 22, 2014, my

W?Sth birthday, I shot a water buffalo at ]

& R Outfitters near Indiantown Florida.

I wanted to do something special for my birthday and

this was it. Jamey O’Bannon, the owner Joe O'Bannon’s
nephew, was our guide.

My husband Larry and I bought the hunt for two
water buffalo at our Mid-Michigan SCI Hunter’s Expo
in Mt. Pleasant in February. Many of our chapter
members and friends have hunted with Jamey and Joe
before.

Whether or not we could make the trip was uncer-
tain until the last minute. In mid-March Larry devel-
oped cellulitis and a blood clot in his right lower leg
and was in the hospital for 7 days. When he came
home it was with the services of a visiting nurse. The
doctor cleared us for the trip as long as Larry used a
wheelchair in the airport and tried to “baby” his leg.

We flew from Grand Rapids to Atlanta and then to
West Palm Beach where Jamey picked us up on April
21. Luckily there were no airline problems.

We used Jamey’s .375 H & H rifle. Not bringing
firearms made the trip much easier. The first thing we
did on April 22 was try out the rifle. Then it was off in
the quail buggy. Usually they use a big swamp buggy
for buffalo hunting but Larry could not get in that bug-
gy so this worked out great. Jamey said it is much more
comfortable than the swamp buggy anyway. We were
able to get our shooting sticks in our suitcase and they

proved to be very useful.

Next we drove around looking at buffalo and we
must have seen at least 30 of them. They are shooting
out their herd because they are all old and cranky. They
interfere with the other animals hunted; they fight with
each other; and they make quail hunting more dan-
gerous. Because the cantankerous buffalo are likely to
charge Jamey carried a .458 Lott Brno rifle with 500
grain bullets anytime he stepped out of the truck. Jamey
told us on 2 occasions he and a client were charged and
he had to shoot the buffalo.

Quail hunting is Jamey’s real passion. They have
about 30-40 dogs and kill about 30,000 quail a year.
Every time we drove past the dog kennels, they raised
such a ruckus that it hurt your ears. If you stayed in
that area they eventually calmed down.

In addition to Jamey, our guide, we had a guide in
training—Eric. Jamey had a buffalo in mind for me
that lived in the swamp. As we were looking for it he
spotted it in a field all alone. What luck! He parked
the buggy behind a tree. He said as long as the buggy
is moving the buffalo don't care, but once it stops they
take off. Jamey had told me to shoot the buffalo three
times. He had loaded the rifle with a soft nose bullet,
a controlled expanding bullet, and a solid. Eric, Jamey
and I set off for about a 100 yard stalk ducking behind
the palmettos and trees very quietly. As we walked I
thought, “I hope I can do this properly” When we got
where Jamey wanted to be he set up the sticks we had

www.midmichigansci.org
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brought and told me to shoot up the
front leg. Once I got the rifle on the
sticks, my many years of hunting
took over and I settled down. My
first shot felt like a good hit but the back to Harry to ask him to meet us
buffalo just stood there looking at us. with the alligator hooks. Those are
I shot again; it spun around, and fell huge treble hooks on lines that they

down. Oops! Up it popped. Off went the last shotand  throw into the water to try to hook the alligator and
down it went for good. Jamey reloaded the rifle and we pull him to shore.

set off walking toward it. He said to put another shot in We found the big one in the water again. 1 was
the spine. So I did. It was dead. Oh thank good- supposed to shoot the alligator just behind the eyes
ness. It was an efficient kill. for a brain shot. I shot off the sticks but
Jamey called for Harry the ranch hand to bring missed. We waited a long time for the
the front end loader/backhoe to load the buffalo. alligator to resurface which he did but
It was taken to a neighboring farm where there is too far away for a shot. We decided to
a Christian drug rehabilitation center. They use try again tomorrow.
the meat for the residents. We set out the next morning to get
After a good lunch and a rest we went out Larry a buffalo. This time Eric was not
looking for a buffalo for Larry. Along the ; with us. He works for a security com-
way Jamey asked Larry SEURTL s & pany and was busy body guarding a very
if he wanted to shoot an s {MMME famous person. As curious as I am, not
alligator. He said. “No  baona knowing who the person is was torture.
but I think Joanne does”. But I understand the need for keeping something like
Eric and I were sitting in that confidential.
the back of the buggy and Unbeknownst to me Jamey and Larry had picked
I could not hear Jamey out a good buffalo for Larry the day before. Jamey
and Larry talking. Eric knows all the buffalo on the ranch. They each had
turned to me and asked their own special characteristics
me if 1 would like to shoot for him even though they all look
an alligator. 1 said, “Yes, alike to us. Jamey thinks there
but Larry doesn't want me must be 40 or 50 left. We set out
to. He says we have no early and by 8:30am Larry had his
place to put an alligator mount.” buffalo. Due to Larry’s disabil-
Eric said, “He just said you can if ity he was able to shoot his buf-
you want to”. Do I want to! Yes. falo while sitting in the truck. He
The ranch consists of 4000 went through the same routine I
acres with roads, fields, and ditch- did with the three shots. His buf-
es, most of which are full of veg- falo acted like mine did. It went
etation. Jamey had spotted some down after the second shot, got up and finally went
alligators in a ditch not far from us. He and Eric both  down for good. While he was shooting, his buffalo’s
saw what they thought was a 10 footer. Jamey called  buddies milled around and seemed reluctant to leave.
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They stayed there during the loading
up and removal of the buffalo and we
were careful to watch them.

The Christian center had full
freezers by now so Jamey skinned
Larry’s animal himself. He made a
quick job of it. We are only bringing
the skulls and horns home for Euro-
pean mounts. As I said before space
is a problem.

They were between cooks at the
ranch while we were there so Jamey
took us to town for lunch. We had re-
ally good Southern food and I tried
collard greens for the first time and
liked them. Unadventuous Larry had
a grilled cheese sandwich.

After lunch we got a Thompson
Center .22-.250 for me to use for the al-
ligator and went to a neighboring farm
where we met Brad Walpole, the own-
er. He had a small pond with maybe

FR#NT SIGHT
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all of the big ones that we saw were in
velvet. We had a lovely morning look-
ing at animals. There were many Pere
David deer, red deer, water bucks,
blackbucks, Axis, nilgai, among other
things. We saw hundreds of animals.
We also saw lots of interesting birds.
There was a beautiful meadowlark with
a bright yellow breast. While looking
for baby alligators we saw a snake bird
trying to swallow something—prob-
ably a baby alligator. There were white
pelicans lined up waiting for fish to be
pushed toward them by the birds at the
end of the line.

Larry looked and looked at differ-
ent Axis deer. There were no big hard
horned deer. One very nice buck was
feeding about 100 yards away com-
pletely oblivious to us. I said, “Why
didn’t you shoot”. He said, “It is in vel-
vet” A few minutes later it came back

20 big alligators that had moved in to and presented a perfect shot. I was
eat his catfish. Larry had told the guys ol Brodt it thinking, “Shoot, shopt, ih’oot! 'Larry
I was to shoot a 10 footer. Every inch her :Jll turned to me and said, “IT'm going to
beyond 10 feet is another $100. take it” He dispatched it with one shot.

After careful consideration they It is a beautiful deer and the velvet is
picked out a 10 footer for me. They judge the length perfect.

by estimating the inches between the nose and the eyes.
Every inch is a foot. I set up the sticks, shot and missed.
I must have missed 5 times. All that I could see was the
tip of the nose, water, and the eyes. Jamey said when
I hit it T would know because no water would splash.
Splash, splash, splash went the water. I was getting very
frustrated and [ must admit, [ swore—several times. Fi-
nally I hit it. I saw legs in the air and it sank. They got
the hooks and went after it. It seemed a terribly long
time before they finally hooked it and got it to shore.

Then it was a race to get it out of the water and load-
ed up. Both Jamey and Brad said we would not take pic-
tures there because there could be other angry alligators
coming to investigate. On one occasion Brad told us
one came out of the water and got him on the leg while
he was loading a dead one.

We got it back to the ranch, hung it up, and mea-
sured it— 10 feet 1 inch— and they started skinning it.
The darn thing flipped its tail almost the whole time.
Larry held on to the tag in the tail while Harry, Jamey,
and Brad skinned.

The last morning we went out looking for an Axis
deer for Larry. He wanted one that was hard horned but
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The last day we were there we had quail for lunch.
They brought in a previous cook so we could try quail.
She stuffed the breast with a sausage mixture, wrapped
them in bacon, fried them and then baked them. Yum!
There was also fried axis deer but I just stuck to the quail.

That afternoon Jamey gave me a quail shooting les-
son. I am a horrible wing shooter. I have been known
to miss a whole box of clay pigeons. He showed me how
to step into the gun, bring it to my face, not my face to
the gun, follow the pigeon, and shoot. I actually hit two
in a row so [ quit.

That night Jamey asked if we would like to eat left-
overs or if we liked fresh seafood. Guess what we said?
The fresh seafood it was. How could we go to Florida
and not eat seafood? He took us to a place in a near by
town where we had scallops. Delicious!

It was a wonderful trip and a most unforgettable
75th birthday. Both our buffalo measured close to 100.
We had such fun with Jamey and Eric. Joe was not feel-
ing well so he put in an appearance every day but said
he did not want to get close enough to infect us which
we appreciated. Not only did I get a buffalo but I got an
alligator as well. You can’t beat that.
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CONSERVATION

By Larry Witte

2014 DEER SEASON CHANGES

The traditional southern Michigan shotgun zone has been renamed the Limited
Firearm Deer Zone. Rifles may be used in the Limited Firearm Deer Zone this year
provided they are 35 caliber or larger and fire straight-wall pistol cartridges.
Cartridges used must have case length not to exceed 1.8 inches and a minimum of
1.16 inches. This allows use of rifles chambered for .357 magnum, .44 magnum, .45
colt, etc. Large air rifles and pistols of .35 caliber and larger which are charged by an
external high compression power source may also be used this season.

The September 20-21 hunt open to youth under 17, to disabled hunters and to
veterans is now called the Liberty Hunt.

Thereis now a second disabled hunters hunt that takes place October 16-19 and
is called the Independence Hunt.

Opening day for the Muzzleloader season will be the same for all three zones
this year.

POACHERS BEWARE

In addition to implementing new stiffer penalties earlier this year for poaching
antlered deer and for recreational trespass, the DNR is adding more conservation
officers to the field. Twenty-three graduates of the Michigan DNR Conservation
Officers Program will fill critical vacancies across the state after completing 18 weeks
of field training partnered with experienced officers.

DNR WILDLIFE STUDIES SUPPORTED BY MICHIGAN SCI
CHAPTERS AND THE SCI MICHIGAN INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE
(SCI-MIC)

Six major wildlife studies are underway. They include:
+  Southern Michigan Black Bear,
Diving Duck,
+  Predator Prey,
*  Wolf Population Management,
Feral Swine Research Project,
*  Snowshoe Hare Distribution and Abundance
Members of the SCI-MIC meet with research biologists from DNR's Wildlife
Division quarterly to discuss project goals, findings, and finances. Updates on these
projects will be provided from time to time in this column.

ANIMAL“PROTECTION” GROUPS DOING LITTLE TO PROTECT
AFRICAN ELEPHANTS (COURTESY SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL)

The Humane Society of the United States (HUSUS), its affiliate Humane Society
International (HSI), the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and Born Free USA collectively raise $170 million
yet only about 1 penny of every dollar goes to sub-Saharan Africa, according to their
most recent annual tax returns. Even more disturbingly, in May 2014 HSUS and Born
Free USA were part of a $15.75 million settlement of a bribery and racketeering
lawsuit, and Charity Navigator has issued a“Donor Advisory” regarding both groups.

www.midmichigansci.org

NEW USFWS HUNTING TROPHY DEFINITION IS GOOD NEWS
FOR TRAVELING HUNTERS AND CONSERVATION (COURTESY SCI
FOUNDATION)

“The new definition recognizes the exceptional contributions made by U.S.
hunters to the conservation funding system for wildlife in Africa, Asia, and around the
world,”SCl Foundation President Joe Hosmer said. “We thank the FWS for adopting this
requlation which recognizes CITES authority on international trade and look forward to
seeing it transform the importation process for U.S. hunters.”

The new definition was initially adopted in 2010 as a quiding principle by the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITIES), an international agreement between governments whose aim is to ensure
that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten
their survival. This definition allows individual hunters to import all parts of their
hunted animal, including manufactured items. The change lifts the burden off other
countries trying to accommodate the additional processes required by the U.S., and
establishes international consistency. Fewer seizures of lawfully taken trophy imports
will result.

BLACK BEAR EDUATION PROGRAM

Teachers and parents of children in grades 6,7,and 8, do not forget to investigate
the Black Bear Education program. DNR's Wildlife Division has a program to study the
life of a black bear by using data points from a radio-collared bear through seasonal
movements fora year.

For information call Hannah Schaur at 517-284-6218, or Adam Bump at 517-284-
9453 at the DNR.
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ast October we traveled to Tanzania to hunt

with Rungwa Game Safaris with Ivan Carter

being our PH. Don had a lion on his mind
and I just wanted a few animals T hadn’t already gotten
to help complete my African 29.

We flew from Detroit through Amsterdam to Kili-
manjaro. We joined Ivan in Amsterdam. We spent
the night at the Arusha Coffee Lodge near the airport
and left the next morning on a Cessna for a grass air-
strip and then a 1/2 hour ride to camp. We settled
in at camp, sighted in our rifles, met the staff and en-
joyed a corned beef dinner. Andy McDonald was our
cameraman, Juma was our camp manager, and Miki
Kurak was another PH in Camp. Miki had been in
special forces in Serbia but left the country when there
was a regime change. He had been a
body guard for the former leader and
had spent some hard time imprisoned
while the new leadership tried to inter-
rogate him. Miki had come to Tanzania
to be a security guard on Italian ships
traveling from Dar es Salaam to the Sea
of Oman and back. He was in charge of
four or five snipers hired to shoot pirates
that interfered with their passage.

On Tuesday, the first day of our hunt,
we were up at 5 a.m. and out hunting by
6 a.m. We saw oribi, giraffe, wart hogs,
dik-diks, elephants, duikers, hartebeests,

baboons, zebras, a

herd of cape buffalo and lion tracks, two

solitary males plus a pride. We also saw lilac breasted
rollers, hornbills, guinea fowl, and Franklin.

We needed lion bait so we approached a herd of
cape buffalo. Ivan and I snuck up on an old termite
mound and I prepared for a shot. As Ivan was decid-
ing which bull to take, several cows ran and then they
were followed by the rest of the herd. It was a herd
of about 100 so we tracked them until they stopped,
about two miles later near a water hole. We tried to
get a better look at them but the wind changed and
they were off.

We had lobster for dinner that night. I counted six
tsetse fly bites on me but these were few compared to
a few years ago when we hunted in the
Selous. Avon Skin So Soft with insect
repellent does a wonderful job of keep-
ing insects away.

On Wednesday, day 2, we were out
looking for bait and saw warthogs, guin-
ea fowl, Franklin, lots of giraffe, a herd
of kudu, and a herd of buffalo. A Mar-
shall eagle had caught a guinea fowl and
they were putting up quite a ruckus. We
walked along the far side of the herd of
buffalo to a grassy area where they were
feeding and then out to a termite mound. .
I set up and Ivan sorted out the best one. %
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I took about a 170 yard
shot and the whole herd
ran off into the bush be-
hind. Andy had filmed
us so he quickly played
the tape back and the
buffalo had clearly been
hit. We followed the herd
into the bush where they
were standing. Two bulls
were on the right looking
at us but separated from
the herd. We thought maybe
one was the one I had hit. Then
they all ran. What a lot of dust!
When it cleared we kept scop-
ing the area and further right of
where the herd had stood was a
lone bull and he looked injured.
We got closer, checked him out
more, and I shot again, right un-
der his left horn. That shot put
him right down as it went right
through his heart. Now we not
only had a trophy but also a lion
bait, all before 10 a.m. After I
shot the herd came running back
by us, out about 40 yards, again
leaving us in a cloud of dust. I
guess they weren’t done feeding
out in the grassy field.

We went back to camp. Our
camp runs on solar power so there is
no noisy generator that starts up ev-
ery morning. What a treat! The tents
are very nice with a shower, flush toi-
lets, and a sink in the back section.
We have a four poster king size bed,
hanging shelves for our clothes, a ta-
ble, chest, and night stands. We have
a grassy area in front of our tent and
we are in a valley with mountains on
three sides of us. The wind blows
through the valley which discourag-
es the tsetse flies. The daytime tem-
_ peratures are between 80 and 90 de-
" grees but cools to the low 70s at night
making for very nice sleeping.

www.midmichigansci.org
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After taking pictures
around camp, we went out
to hang lion baits from my
cape buffalo. The first we
hung near Gorilla Rock -
a landmark that could be
seen for miles. They put
some salt on it to help pre-
serve it and slow the rate at
which a lion could eat it.
We hung two more baits
and Miki hung one.

On Thursday, day 3, we were
out to check the baits. The bait
near Gorilla Rock was not hit.
On the way to the next bait, our
tracker, Ima, spotted some vul-
tures so we walked in to where
they were and they were feeding
on a small elephant that had died.
We had seen one the day be-
fore that was limping and alone.
Something was wrong with his
back leg. He was dying and had
been left by the herd. It is sad
when an animal dies before it
matures but he had been injured
some way and now he was out of
his misery. We decided we could
use him for lion bait.

These injuries could have
been done by poachers. They
usually just shoot a whole 30 round
clip with an AK-47 into a herd, killing
and/or injuring many. The poachers
come back in several days checking
where the vultures are eating on the
carcasses and come in and take the
ivory.

While waiting for the truck to get
us we noticed a tawny eagle caught
in a tree. He flopped a few times try-
ing to get loose but was caught by
his talon in the split branch of the
tree. Andy climbed up the tree and
shook the branch but the bird was too
tightly wedged and we were afraid he

would do damage to himself by flap- &8




FR#NT SIGHT

~ pingaround. We passed a long stick up to Andy and he
~ lifted the bird up and around the branch. The beautiful

bird came loose and flew away. This was Andy’s good
deed for the day.

The truck arrived and they quartered the elephant.
The ivory was taken back to camp for the game scout,
Clement, to take care of and do the necessary reports.
This little elephant was only about ten years old.

We refreshed the water hole bait that had been vis-
ited by a honey badger, genet, and jackal according to
the trail camera. The next bait had not been hit so we
went on to a valley where there was water and hung
another bait.

When we approached the next bait, I could see
something move and Andy filmed a lioness and two
cubs leaving the bait. We took down this bait because
we wouldn't want to take a male here because of the
cubs. If he was taken, a new male would move in and
kill the cubs. The new male would want to start his
own family and not want to raise someone else’s genet-
ics.

While on the road to the next bait we saw zebra,
banded mongoose, vervet monkeys, elephants, a dui-
ker, and a pair of dik-diks. I wanted a dik-dik and as
I got down to shoot and loaded solids in my gun, the
female ran. As we left the truck area, the male ran, so it
was back on the truck and away we went.

We came to an area where the last hunters had set

up a bait and seen a lion. We chose a different tree,
cleared around it and set up the bait.

On the way to set up the last bait we spotted a few
zebra. Don got out to shoot one. They walked down
the trail and out to the edge of a clearing but before
Ivan could be sure one was a stallion, the wind changed
and they took off. Further down the trail more were
spotted but by the time they walked to a good shooting
spot, they had run. Ivan said they might have spooked
when he put on the brakes or turned off the truck.

At 5:30 p.m. we stopped to set up the last bait. We

had traveled 120 miles, most in second gear. Ivan said k

it was only day three and we had nine baits out. Not
bad!

On Friday, day 4, we were out to check baits. The *

first bait was not hit, the second bait was hit by a honey

badger and hyena, and the third and fourth were not
hit. Miki called and said the fifth had two female lions
with two young males on it so we hurried there to see
them. They laid in the shade of a tree near the bait but
got up and walked off after we arrived.

Between baits we looked for roan and dik-diks. We

saw zebra, wart hogs, giraffes, duikers, reedbucks and I
did a stalk for a roan. We set up on a large male but a
young male was behind him and we could only see the

beautiful head. The male moved around but I couldnt

tell whether the body behind the brush was the young

one or the mature one. One more step and I could have

taken the shot but the wind changed and off they went.

Several dik-diks were spotted but ran before I could
get them in my sights or usually before I could even get
my gun out. Its like shooting a fast moving rabbit out
about 50 yards with a rifle. I spotted a servel cat and
we drove through the bush looking for him but no luck.

We spotted a herd of zebra and Don, Ivan, and
Andy were off after them. It was a small group of eight
and Don shot the stallion but they went up the moun-
tain so we all went after them. We found where he had
laid down, definitely injured, but there was no blood

trail. We followed the tracks over several ridges and
found him standing alone. Another shot and he was
lion bait. His hind quarters had scars from a lion attack
so he had an encounter previously.

We drove to an area they call “the crater” and saw
cape buffalo. As we drove we saw herd after herd of
them. We saw more cape buffalo in this area than ever
before. We estimated that we saw over 500. Lee, the as-
sistant tracker, was leading today as Ima was with Miki.
Every time he turned to look at us he had a huge smile.
We called it the “buffalo smile”. There were more buf-

.



FR#NT SIGHT

falo here than many on the truck had ever seen. We
¢ will have to come back to this area.

Every time we arrived back at camp, Juma greeted

~ us with wet washcloths to clean our hands and face.

Don always wanted a beer so a cold Kilimanjaro was
always on the tray.
We had a delicious dinner of lobster. Juma and his

~ staff were just outdoing everything.

Saturday, day 5, we were out to check baits. We
were freshening them with zebra remains. The third
was hit by a honey badger and hyena. We glimpsed a

- servel again but no shot. We saw many dik-diks but

no shot. We saw several hartebeests, oribi, vultures,

- guinea fowl, Franklins, giraffes, glossy starlings, and

~ Meyers parrots. We tried to get another zebra stallion

for bait but he stopped behind too much brush to get a

good shot. Don shot six Franklins which we had that

evening for hors doeuvres. Prawns were for dinner and
homemade ice cream for dessert.

Sunday, day 6, we were out to check baits and we
think the closest one should have lions on it because
we could hear roaring at camp. The first had been hit
probably by a lioness. The second had been hit by a
hyena.

We spotted some roan and tracked them for over
an hour until we could get a better look at them. The
bull was too small so we left them and checked a bait
hit by a large leopard.

the blind. Back out to try for more bait but nothing.

Monday, day 7, we went out earlier than usual to
check baits and shoot more bait. All baits had either
not been hit or hit by only young lions. Tried again for
a dik-dik but they ran -- as usual. Tracked some cape
buffalo but no luck.

Drove to the crater and found a herd of buffalo.
They ran so we had a coffee and muffin break to give
them time to settle down. Don and some of the others
tracked them but there were no large bulls in the herd.
They had quite a few nursing calves.

This area has high mountains and lots of boulders,
stones, grassy plains where water would run in rivers
during the rainy season, and wooded areas with large
trees and sparser areas with smaller trees almost like an
apple orchard.

We spotted some more dik-diks but had no luck.
The guys kept teasing me about hunting the dik-diks
but I was determined to get one. We spotted a herd of
sable but there was no large male.

Stopped for lunch around 1:30 and must have eaten
Franklin that Don shot as I found a BB in the meat.

Spotted a few buffalo so Don and gang were off. We
needed to refresh our active baits. No luck. Tsetse flies
were everywhere but thank goodness for Avon Skin
So Soft. It really works and we only got an occasional
bite. The mpawne bees or flies were like gnats. They
climbed in your eyes and ears so we hoped for a breeze

,/

Don set up for a dugga boy but as he was ready
to shot, the wind changed and off he ran. Back to the
truck.

The next bait had three lions lying nearby, two lion-
esses and a young male. If only we could find an old
male.

Stopped to cut posts to build a leopard blind if they
decided to. Tried for a couple of dik-diks but couldn’t
even get a shot. Took camera chips back to camp to
check out while we ate lunch. Checked the video and
the leopard seemed to be young so they did not build

which discourages them.

We drove a ways and came upon several zebra.
Ivan and I walked to a termite mound and as the zebra
were watching some wart hogs on their left, we picked
out the largest male and I shot. It was a 170 yard shot
and he ran a few steps and then went down. Nice bait.

As we approached the next lion bait, Andy was
looking far ahead and spotted a dugga boy down in
a valley. He was all alone. Don, Ivan, and Andy ap-
proached him. I couldn’t see so followed to the first




ridge and stayed there with the trackers and game
scout. Don, Ivan and Andy walked to a termite mound
and the wind stayed in their faces. The dugga boy kept
slowly walking towards them, very unaware of their
presence. I could see Don take aim, shoot, and hit the
buffalo in the spine as his head was down. The buffalo
went right down and rolled off into the mud. the bul-
let had gone right down and lodged in his heart. He
was dead. More bait! and a beautiful old dugga boy!!
They cut him up and rebaited right there. We rebaited
another and then went back for the night.

That night the anti-poaching team arrived to spend
a few days in our camp. They stayed in the staff quar-
ters. We went in and met them. Clement introduced
them to us.

Tuesday, day 8, out to refresh baits and eight of nine
had been hit by lions, The first had a lioness laying near
it. One had small footprints so we took it down. We
will not shoot a pride lion. One had one lioness and
three small males laying on the side hill. Miki was also
out checking baits and refreshing them.

As we drove we kept looking for dik-diks, roans,
eland, and anything else we might find. No shots until
we were down in the valley and I aimed at a reedbuck
clear across and shot over his back. On to set up a new
bait. Hotter temperatures today.

Poaching is ruining hunting in many parts of Af-
rica. A good example is Kenya where there used to be a
lot of game and attracted many people. Since hunting
was discontinued, poachers have shot almost every-
thing and there isn’t much left. The lack of game hurts
the whole safari industry including the photo safaris
and all amenities associated with it.

Zambia has discontinued all hunting even though
they said they would take three years to do it. their
excuse was scientific studies needed to be done but
SCI had already done what they thought they needed.
All the jobs from that industry are gone and all of the
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government fees for the animals. Now the animals are
being poached and will disappear. SCI tries to help
with the studies that are needed but decisions are made
not based on scientific studies. Such a waste of good
resources and income. Poachers use snares and traps
that are slow death for the animals. Feed a village with
the legal meat of hunters or feed a poacher’s family with
what little he can carry and leave the rest for the vul-
tures.

As we drove to the next bait, Andy spotted a lion
in the bush. We drove around and found him again
with a lioness. We watched them for about 1 1/2 hours,
laying, resting, mating, and wandering. We moved for-
ward several times. Andy took many pictures.

On the way back to camp I shot a reedbuck. It will
be great camp meat.

Out again to check on the lion with Miki to get his
opinion. We found the lions very near where we left
them. Ivan and Miki had checked the video Andy took
plus checked other video of mature lions. A lion must
be at least six years old to take. A tooth must be sent
in to be aged and if the lion is not at least six, the pro-
fessional hunter and the outfitter are fined. After too
many fines their licenses can be taken away. Now Miki
checked the real thing and they decided after much
consideration that this lion was a shooter. We watched
a long time and he and the lioness weren't interested in
anything but mating.

Don finally took the 80 yard shot. The lion went
up in the air, ran just a few yards and folded. He was
now Dons lion. The pressure was off. Don’s lion had
lots of scars, a lot of his hair missing on his back, but a
nice curly mane. All doubts of his age were dismissed.
This lion was certainly a good one. Many pictures were
taken for us and for the government report, plus blood
samples were taken. Then they loaded the whole lion
and took it to a good area for more pictures and with
the sun setting took many. We also got stuck and had

www.midmichigansci.org



to wench out the truck.

At camp we celebrated with
a Kabubi-Kabubi and we were
carried around in chairs as the
decorated camp staff danced and
sang. What a great time with
decorated hats and the vehicle,
also.

We enjoyed reed buck steaks
for dinner.

Wednesday, day 9, we got up
a little later, 5:30 a.m., and went
out to rearrange the baits for leopards.
We saw zebra, reedbucks, giraffes, and a
speeding duiker. At the first bait, zebra,
we found three lionesses and two cubs.
One lioness just lay in the bushes watch-
ing us. The others ran off. They cut down
the bait, skinned it, cut it in two, and set
up one piece higher in a tree only acces-
sible by a leopard about 30 yards from
the original bait. We saw a black mamba
snake that went back down his hole.

We set up more baits and took down
old baits. We saw a huge herd of cape
buffalo from one of the baits. We have
eight baits in all. We took a little nap after lunch and
then went out to look for dik-dik and roan. We found
none as very few animals were out that evening.

Thursday, day 10, we were out for roan or dik-dik at
6 a.m. Saw many dik-diks but the only two I could have
shot were females. Saw two herds of roan but all were
females. Saw several elephants, giraffes, gemsboks,
kudu, duikers, reedbucks, serval, etc. Lunch was fol-
lowed by a nap. Back out trying to see a dik-dik, roan,
kudu, or eland and Miki is checking leopard baits. We
saw a herd of roan but no males, a couple of kudu, and
numerous, very fast dik-diks. Finally on our way back
to camp when it was almost too late to shoot, there was
a dik-dik. I took the 50 yard shot and he was down on
the spot. Of course a .375 with a 300 grain solid bullet
should take him down right now. Finally, I had gotten
my dik-dik. Ivan is still teasing me about him.,

We had reedbuck shish kebabs and cape buffalo
loin for dinner.

Friday, day 11, we were out at 6:30 for roan, eland,
or kudu, or a huge cape buffalo. We didn't have to
search for a dik-dik close to the trail anymore but can
look further out from the truck. We were also check-
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ing baits and found one hit by a
lioness that climbed clear up on
a limb to get at the bait. One was
hit by a small male leopard. We
saw a lot of vultures circling and
found an old dugga boy killed by
a lion. We saw a small herd of
buffalo. Miki checked a bait hit
by a female lion and the others
weren't hit.

After lunch we spotted some
roan and made a stalk. All we could see
were females but we were sure a male
would be with them somewhere. After
we got nearer we could see all of them
and no male was in sight. We saw a
great sable but Don and I have three. We
needed bait so I shot an oribi.

Saturday, day 12, we were out looking
for roan, eland, or a leopard. We saw five
roan and walked in to check them out but
they were all females and they ran when
a herd of hartebeest ran by behind them.
Miki called us because he had a leopard
on camera on one of the baits. We were
two hours away. When we got there they built a blind.

We drove away to have lunch and Ivan and Andy
did some filming. We watched five elephants as we
waited. At about 4:40 we drove back to the leopard
blind and they added a door and got Don set up with
his rifle. At 4:45 we left, Don, Ivan, and Andy in the
blind. We drove a ways and waited and waited. No
shot. We picked them up after 7:00 p.m. and they had
only seen a genet.

Sunday, day 13, out again and shot some Franklin
and guinea fowl. Saw some roan but no males. Saw
elephants, impala, dik-diks, klipspringers, duiker, and
cape buffalo. We found another herd of roan and fol-
lowed them until we could see all of them and they were
females and young. While riding and looking, Andy
saw a huge cape buffalo alone. Ivan grabbed my gun
and handed it to Don saying, “Shoot!” which he did.
Don’s gun had the shotgun barrels still on it. The buf-
falo just stood alone. Don shot again and the buffalo
ran a short ways, stood, then buckled over. Wow!! He
measured 46 1/2 inches. When your PH gets excited
about an animal you know you have something. Many,
many pictures were taken and filming was done. Ivan
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said in 25 years of hunting in the field, this was the larg-
est cape buffalo he had seen and Don had taken him
and he was very happy.

We went after a roan bull and I shot between a fork
in a tree out about 160 yards and hit the side of the tree.
I shot at him again through brush where 1 could only
see his eye and horns. They tracked him a long ways
and only found four drops of blood.

Monday, day 14, we slept in. Ivan, Andy, two track-
ers, and Clement went out to try and find my roan. No
luck. We went out to shoot Franklin and guinea fowl.
Saw a roan, of course. Also hung some more leopard
baits.

Tuesday, day 15, we were out to find aleopard. Shot
Franklin and guinea fowl. Called Miki to see if any
baits he was checking had been hit and the closest one
to camp had been hit. The buffalo leg had been hauled
clear up on the limb so it must be a large cat. We drove
there and they built a blind.

Shot a few more birds and Ivan and Andy did a lot
of filming, setting up all of the buffalo heads for a Wild-
life Gallery spot about taxidermy work for them. We
measured our trophies,

Wednesday, day 16, Don went out early to the leop-
ard blind. A very nice male leopard came in but he was
not huge. We already have two leopards mounted so
Don was only interested in a huge one. They enjoyed
seeing him for a long time and Andy got some excellent
footage and then the leopard got out of the tree and left.

After breakfast we went out to check a hyena bait
and shoot some birds. Saw an ostrich, dik-dik, zebra,
and giraffes - then an eland. 1 saw movement near a
termite mound and then it ran. The trackers said it was
an eland so off went Don, Ivan, Andy, Clement, Ima,
and Mashaka. They tracked it quite a ways. Don shot.
More tracking. Another shot and then one when he
was down. His first shot went right through the shoul-
ders but he still ran. Eland are tough animals.

Eland meat is delicious so we cut various pieces for
us to eat. The brisket was cooked over a slow, charcoal
fire and was delicious. We had steaks for lunch. Eland
meat is always delicious even from an old bull. Lots of
the meat was dried by the camp staff for them to take
home.

After we loaded the meat, we drove a short distance
and sat filming the vultures that were waiting for us to
leave so they could eat the remains. They stirred up the
dust as many fought for bites of the eland.

When the ribs were cleaned at camp, they put them
out with other leftover baits to possibly draw in the hy-
enas.

Page 20

FR#NT SIGHT

Thursday, day 17, I went out very early with Ivan
and Andy. We drove out of camp, parked, and walked
very quietly down the road to near where they had a
screen set up to hid behind to hunt for hyenas but be-
fore we got that far we saw two hyenas. I shot one off
Ivan’s shoulder. The hyena ran down the dry riverbed
splashing blood as he went. He was very easy to track.
I was surprised that they are such a beautiful animal.
The spots are beautiful, the hair very soft, and it is a
large animal with beautiful teeth.

Friday, day 18, we are trying to make plans to go
elsewhere as we have just about finished hunting here.
We considered hunting in Maasailand but we can’t get
a flight in time to change our hunting license. Maybe
we can go to see the Ngorongoro Crater.

Ivan went over all the requirements for SCI awards
and listed the African countries we need to visit. First
we will need to go to the Cape in South Africa as it will
yield the most animals we need.

Don and the guys went out to shoot more birds.

Saturday, day 19, trying to get a flight out to tour
the Ngorongoro Crater, one of the seven natural won-
ders of the world. We can fly out tomorrow at 10 a.m.

Sunday, day 20, we flew out as scheduled and were
taken to Gibb’s Farm for two nights. We had a beautiful
room and the food was delicious. This farm is an old
coffee plantation with beautiful grounds. They raise a
few animals and have a garden which produces much
of what was on the menu. We toured Lake Manyara.
We especially enjoyed the monkeys that just sit along
the side of the road and look at you as we were looking
at them. This is a beautiful area.

Monday, day 21, we toured the Ngorongoro Crater
and saw many, many African animals. The crater was
originally a volcano taller than Mt. Kilimanjaro that
erupted about 3 million years ago. The ash blew out east
to form the Serengeti Plains and then the crater hole
was left. This area is a natural habitat for many animals
including elephants, cape buffalo, ostrich, Thompson
gazelles, Grant gazelles, Roberts gazelles, black rhinos,
lions, white bearded wildebeests, zebra, hyenas, black
backed jackal, golden jackal, hippos, storks, warthogs,
giraffes, mongoose, and many more. The top of our
vehicle opened and we could stand looking out of it for
wonderful photos. Two black maned lions were espe-
cially photogenic for us.

It was very peaceful in this non hunting area with a
lot to see. Our hunting was finished and now we could
just relax and enjoy what we could capture with a cam-
era. What a wonderful way to end a very exciting hunt-
ing adventure.
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oy Cole Harter

" he hunt began at the Mid-Michigan Convention in January. A
4 I year ago my father bought a management deer hunt which my
brother, Dylan, took. This year he purchased this hunt for me but Vi :
I was interested in a buffalo hunt so after purchasing his donation we agreed 4 & IR ~——
to upgrade it. Ly ' s T
On June 28, 2014, as we pulled up to Hidden Horns Game Ranch, we -Cﬁlwﬁz‘mm%efﬁuini
got out of the car and Brent Fisk was there waiting for us. Now we were on
the journey. We walked all the trails, seeing lots of wildlife. Brent has a lot
of game on this ranch. We saw fallow deer, pigs, axis deer, scimitar horned
Oryx, and many others. We saw newly born fawns.
Now we got up to an opening. My grandpa (Don Harter) spotted the
buffalo walking the edge of the field so I got my rifle (Winchester White
Gold Medallion 30.06) ready on the tripod thinking I will get a clear shot.
But my buffalo just wasn’t stopping and it wasn't a clear shot. We keep mov-
ing trying to see it. There was an opening where there was a better shot. We
moved to the better spot. Now the buffalo has stopped and it was a good
shot. I knew it was time so I got on the shoulder and I pulled the trigger.
The buffalo doesn’t go anywhere but was still standing there so I took an-
other shot and he went down on his knees.
After the buffalo was down my grandparents, Don and Mary Harter,
and my dad, Todd Harter, and Brent Fisk congratulate me. The hunt was
over. There would be about 300 pounds of meat from this harvest which my
dad is having processed. Thank you to Brent Fisk for donating the hunt to
the Mid-Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International.
Now to enjoy it for the second time.




TEXADS HUNT

BY JOSH CHERISTENSEN

WO years ago
I traveled to
Texas to hunt

axis and scimitar horned

oryx. After much re-

search on the internet I

was able to find a bow

hunt only ranch that meet

my needs. I booked this

hunt with my cousins, Jeff

and Jeremy, and we drove

to the Diamond C ranch

where 1 was able to con-

nect with a nice scimitar.

Although I was able to

see some nice axis [ was

not able to get close enough for a shot. As we left the

Diamond C we discussed coming back in a few years

to hunt exotics again with Skylar (the manager of the

ranch).

Fast forward a year and my cousins and I were
planning our next trip to Texas. This time we were
planning to invite others to come along with us. The
dates were booked for the spring of 2014 and deposits
were sent in. Joining us would be my friends Ray and
Ron, both seasoned hunters in and out of Michigan.
Unfortunately, by the time the hunt came around both
of my cousins changed jobs and wouldn't be able to get
the time off from work to go.

So in late March, the three of us (Ron, Ray and me)
packed up my truck and headed south to Texas. On
the ride down we talked at great length about what to
expect and what animals were at the top of our lists.
For me it was the axis I didn’t get the last trip. Ron and
Ray both were hoping to connect on a blackbuck. Our
package included an exotic (either an axis, aoudad,
blackbuck or sika), a ram and two pigs.

The drive down was uneventful and after a night’s
stay in Oklahoma City we made it to the ranch early
the next day. When we arrived I introduced the Ron
. and Ray to Skylar and then we got settled into our

rooms. We found that we
would be the only people
hunting on the ranch this
week, which was an add-
ed bonus. After unload-
ing the truck we went
out to the shooting range
and made sure our bows
were still on and then got
ready to go hunting that
evening.

That first night was
warm, around 75 degrees,
and windy. I was placed
in a ground blind where I
saw a small herd of young

blackbuck, but they didn't stick around long. With the
wind howling like it was they winded me and took off.
Right before dark a group of pigs came in including a
definite shooter, but they never stood still long enough
for me to get a shot and once the wind swirled they
bolted. Ron was able to see many animals from the
tree stand he was in including a nice seven point sika,
and Ray saw a nice group of mouflon followed by some
rams.

The next morning we were up by 5:30 and getting
ready to venture back out onto the property. The wind
died down from the previous night and the tempera-
ture was now in the low 60’s. Ray was dropped off in
his ground blind first followed by me and then Ron.
Shortly after light T had many animals visit the corn
thrown out as bait in front of the blind including elk,
red deer and a nice axis buck. As the light got better |
noticed the axis had fairly short brow tines and was still
in velvet and growing; the ends of his main beams were
rounded and balled.

Even though I knew I wasn’t going to take a shot at
the axis it was nice to see him out in front of me. This
was the first axis buck I had at a range I felt comfortable
shooting with my bow. At one point a decent Corsi-
can ram appeared and moved into the area of the corn.
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After glassing the ram I decided I
would take him if he gave me the
opportunity. But it wasn't meant
to be as the ram was chased off by
the elk at the corn. Through the
rest of the morning I saw a small
group of blackbuck at about 100
yards. It was a group of seven or
eight with one decent male with
horns that looked like a kudu; two
big deep curls.

Ray texted me that was able to
get a shot at a nice blackbuck this
morning shortly after first light. He saw many males
together and shot the largest at about 15 yards. The
animal jumped like it was a good shot and ran off into
thick cover. He only ran about 50 yards before drop-
ping from a perfectly placed heart shot. Many high
fives were given and pictures were taken as Ray was the
first to take an animal.

After getting back to the lodge we had lunch and
decided to try to stalk in the pig/trophy pasture of the
ranch. We fanned out and began to stalk the area.
Along the walk I was able to see some nice trophies, in-
cluding three huge aoudad, a nice axis, and an absolute
monster jet black blackbuck with four full tight curls. 1
was also able to see many pigs. I had the opportunity to
shoot a few, but they were fairly small and this was only
the second day of our hunt.

That evening we went out to our stands around five.
Ray and I were in ground blinds again and Ron was in a
tree stand. The wind wasn't a factor this evening how-
ever the temperatures were up around 90! After about
an hour in the stand I saw two rams making their way
. to the corn in front of me, one of which was the same
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ram I saw during the morning
hunt, the other was a nice black
Hawaiian. [ focused my attention
on the Corsican and when he of-
fered me an opportunity I took a
shot at about 25 yards. The shot
was a bit far back, but luckily he
only went about forty yards and
stood until he fell over. Through-
out the rest of the evening hunt
I saw some red deer within bow
range and some pigs and black-
buck in the distance.

Ray was able to connect on a nice goat with huge
bases this evening. He also saw many rams, and a large
group of aoudad including two very nice males. Ron
was able to see many whitetail, aoudad and Corsicans
while in his stand.

The next morning I was back in the same stand as
the night before. The wind wasn’t an issue this morn-
ing and the temperature was in the mid 50’s. By 7:00
I had a nice axis in front of me. He came in from my
right and started eating the corn that was sprinkled out
by Skylar before he left. It was still pretty dark, but I
could tell he was big. I had to wait at least two minutes
for him to present a shot to me. He was on edge the
entire time, just like a whitetail would be; constantly
picking his head up and looking around as if he knew
something wasn’t quite right.

When he finally presented a good shot opportunity
it was exactly what I was hoping for, a quartering away
shot at around 25 yards. The nice part about him not
giving me a shot opportunity right away was I had time
to calm my nerves and go over the shot in my mind
many times. Before drawing back on the magnificent
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animal I remember thinking how stocky axis are com-
pared to whitetail and that Id better make the shot
count.

As he was quartering away I drew my bow and
settled my pin back far enough so my arrow would go
through the opposite front shoulder. I then took a deep
breath and as I squeezed the trigger of my release I saw
the arrow sail straight and hit a little back from where
I wanted, but the exit location should still have been
good. He jumped like it was a good shot and made a
grunt type sound before he bolted out of sight. A few
seconds later I swore I heard a crash, but I wasn’t going
to get out of my stand to push him in case it wasn't a
crash and just an antler on tree collision. I texted Ron,
Ray and Skylar to let them know I shot a nice axis.

After an hour of waiting I went out to try and find
my arrow and any blood. Tdidn’t locate my arrow, Sky-
lar found it that evening covered in blood, and I didn’t
find much blood so I went back to my stand and waited
for the guys, and Skylar’s tracking dog to show up. Be-
fore Skylar and the guys returned to my stand I had
young aoudad come in and eat from under the feeder
and [ also got a text from Ron saying he shot a ram
and they were going to track it before they came to my

stand. Upon making it to my stand I was informed that
they weren't able to find Ron’s ram, but we would go
look for it after finding my axis.

I showed Skylar where the axis was when I shot it.
He looked around the area and found some hair and
a little bit of grass from the deer’s gut. I told him of
the angle of the shot again and we started off on the
trail. Skylar’s dog was hot on the trail for the first hun-
dred yards where we found a big pile of hair. From that
point we began to glass the surrounding area and Ray
spotted my axis another 75 yards away under a tree in a
clearing. Once we made it to the axis we repositioned
the animal for better pictures and noticed that some-
thing had eaten away his genitals. Skylar said that rac-
coons would do this sometimes and we came up with
the theory that the axis ran 100 yards and went down
only to be “revived” by the raccoon and run another
75 yards. Many pictures were taken of the axis, in full
velvet, and handshakes were exchanged.

We quickly took the axis back to the walk in cooler
and then headed back out to look for Ron’s ram. Ray
and | were dropped oft where the ram was last seen
and Ron and Skylar drove over to the other end of the
wooded/bushes area. Ray and I split up and walked
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slowly to try to find blood or the ram
itself, but within 15 minutes of walk-
ing we heard Ron’s voice yelling out
that he had his ram. Not a bad morn-
ing with two more animals down.

For the evening hunt I sat in the
stand that Ray had seen the nice aou-
dad in the day before, in hopes they
would return. Unfortunately for me
they didn’t come back, but I did have :
a small herd of merino rams come in = ¥ K o
and I shot the one with the biggest :f_-:l‘"‘ iy
horns. The temps were much better | £ Ray with his
this evening, but the wind would pick
up from time to time making things
difficult. During this evening hunt Ray was able to
connect with a nice eater pig and Ron shot a blackbuck
and a pig, but we weren’t able to find the pig.

The next day was our final full day of hunting. We
got up early and the plan was for all of us to hunt in the
pig/trophy pasture. There are pigs in both pastures, but
there are more in the trophy pasture. The wind was not
in my favor this morning, as I sat in a high stand, and
although I saw many pigs none came in close enough
for a shot.

Not long after light Ron texted that he shot a pig
and Ray texted that he saw pigs and a nice axis deer.
Later on in the morning Ron texted that he also shot
a nice blackbuck. It took us a little while but we were
able to track down Ron’s pig and then his mature mon-
ster blackbuck. The one I saw earlier in the hunt.

After getting back for lunch we began to prepare for
our departure the next day. We began to freeze bottles
to put in our coolers with the meat from our animals
and the hides. We also placed our coolers in the walk
in cooler to keep them cool as well.

That evening I sat in a ground blind in the trophy
pasture hoping for some pigs while Ray and Ron hunt-
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ed the other pasture. It was in the
80’s with a breeze. 1 was able to
see pigs, fallow and axis but they
were all too far away for me to
even think about shooting. I did
have three trophy aoudad come in
that were phenomenal with long
flowing manes and large sweeping
horns, but they weren't in my bud-
get for this hunt. Ray ended up
sitting in the stand I shot my axis
out of and shot a big pig, but was
unable to find him.

The next morning Ron and
I hunting the trophy/pig pasture
for pigs. I had many pigs and fallow deer come to this
blind, in fact I had too many. I couldn’t get a shot off
with so many animals moving around and eating. Af-
ter a little while I was able to get a clear shot at a small
eater pig at about 20 yards. I drew back and let my
arrow fly. It appeared to hit him hard, but I decided to
wait for Skylar to come out with his tracking dog. In
the meantime Ron also shot a pig that only went about
20 yards before dropping. When Skylar came out his
dog was hot on the trail and into the thick stuff. We
found my pig only 50 yards from where I shot it.

At this point we brought the animals up to the skin-
ning garage and while Skylar quartered our animals we
began to pack the truck. We were on the road by 1:00
and made it to a town 50 miles south of St. Louis, Mis-
souri for the night. The next day we made it back and
delivered our animals to our taxidermists.

Not a bad hunting trip to the Diamond C Ranch,
where we collected 12 animals in five days. Bow hunt-
ing is always fun, but bow hunting with good friends is
even better!
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Wanted: Hunters who will gain weight, be
- treated like royalty and will hunt quality animals on six
: L"i_« concessions in two countries — Argentina and Chile.
& Now that T have your attention, my wife, Sheila,
”*3 and I recently returned from Argentina on a hunt with

- Gonzalo Llambi of Cerro Indio Safaris. Gonzalo is a
big supporter of Safari Club. For the last six years he
- has sponsored the South American Archery Awards
~ Program.

h Before I get into the hunting aspect of this story
| there is a lot of history regarding Cerro Indio Safaris
~ and its hunting properties that I would like to share.

' Gonzalos great grandfather was an ambassador
. from Spain to Argentina. He met and fell in love with
. a baroness from Buenos Aires. They married and re-
" mained in Argentina. Gonzalos great grandfather,
. however, missed the culture and craftsmanship of
""" Spain 50 he built three mansions in Argentina — in Bue-
& * nos Aires, Cordoba and Tandil. The interesting aspect
* of this is that all three homes were built with materi-
als from Spain and each home is identical. He shipped
~_ all the materials and the laborers from Spain and then
- with oxen pulled wagons had them delivered to the

. each city. It took 25 years to finish.
That, however, is not the end of this history lesson.

" The properties needed workers or gauchos to work the
- land for agriculture and farm animals. They built a
small village on the properties for the gauchos to live
* that included housing, dining halls, stables, and black-
+ smith shops. Gauchos are highly skilled horsemen.
ey The family was religious so a chapel was built on

. the end of the mansion. Gonzalo’s great grandmother

" loved the property so much she had three small chapels

~ built that she could walk to and pray.

2 Still something was missing. The Buenos Aires

& landscape is very flat until you get to the Tandil area

&_




where it becomes rolling hills. There were no trees so
Gonzalos great grandfather imported thousands of
trees and flowers to create a large park on the property.

Gonzalos great grandfather had many friends that
were dignitaries, kings and emperors so he built a
guesthouse fit for royalty.

Lastly, the family enjoyed wildlife so they built a
refuge and brought in many animals from around the
world. The problem was that the fences couldn't hold
all the wildlife in and many escaped into the surround-
ing hills. As time passed the wildlife populated the es-
tancia. Gonzalo and his relatives now
run the estancia and the property is still
rich in history.

The estancia is known as Estancia
Acelain. It is one of the greatest estan-
cias according to Argentinian historians.
The New York Times, in one of its pub-
lications, “One of the Thousand Things
You Must Do Before You Die”, stated that
the Estancia Acelain is a must see.

The Argentinian government asked
Gonzalos family if they would sell the
home in Buenos Aires to them to create a
museum of Spanish Art. They agreed so
that others could enjoy the 11th to 18th century Span-
ish art and antiques.

To the present — Gonzalo has a degree in Agricul-
ture and decided 20 years ago to open the estancia to
guided hunts for big game and wing shooting. 1 can
attest that this was a great choice!

He offers hunts for Red Deer, Fallow Deer, Axis
Deer, Pere David Deer, Asiatic Water Buffalo, a vari-
ety of Sheep and Goats, Black Buck Antelope, Capy-
bara, Puma, Wild Boar and Javelina. Wing shooting
for Duck, Doves, Pigeons and Partridges. A hunters’
paradise!

As I mentioned earlier there are six concessions to
hunt including one in Chile.

To the hunt - Sheila and I left Grand Rapids to Dal-
las/Fort Worth and then flew overnight to Buenos Ai-
res arriving at first light. After customs we were met by
Juan Perez, the manager and guide for Cerro Indio Sa-
faris. A very pleasant man who speaks fluent English.
Juan went through all the formalities that all hunters

ask when arriving on a hunt. Of course, we had many ‘j
questions. " . i s

It was an approximately 3 %2 hour drive to camp. If = 4 Sheila in Buesnos Ajves
desired, Cerro Indio can charter a plane to camp foran . o
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_  additional fee. Shala'c sl kernedd vam would take Sheila. After some

Arriving at the guest house we storytelling, we headed to our

| were greeted by Gonzalo, Niko, sleeping quarters.

.~ .. Monica and Marina. After the Sleep doesn't come easy for

= pleasantries our luggage was car- me, especially when hunting.
ried to our room. Each section of It’s like a child waiting for Santa
the guest house has its own bath- Clause.
room, dining room which is used Monica brought in breakfast
for breakfast only, sitting room at 6:45 am to our private dining
and fireplace. Gonzalo asked that room (The royalty part!) which
we meet in the main dining room included cold and hot breakfast
for some lunch after settling in. items, fruit, croissants, coffee, tea

L Quick shower to wash away and juice.

4 ~ the airplane blues and it is off to Right on cue Gonzalo and

2 lunch. Here’s the part about gain- Juan arrived and the hunt was on.

1';} ing weight. The guest house has a Each group went in different di-

+ chef to prepare all the meals and rections. On our way to some of
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desserts. Excellent Argentinian
wines are offered at all the meals.
Appetizers are provided before
dinner each night.

During lunch Gonzalo went
over the day’s events. We de-
cided to use rifles provided by
Gonzalo so first we would go to
the range and sight them in. Sec-
ond, we would actually begin the
hunt. The estancia we hunted
had 35,000 acres so there was a
lot of land to cover.

My bucket list included Buf-
falo and Black Buck Antelope.
Sheila was after a Multihorned
Ram and a Black Face Scottish
Ram.

That afternoon we saw much
game but Gonzalo had us pass
saying “We can do better”. We
approached many Fallow and
Red Deer and surprised a group of Wild Boar. So as
evening approached we headed back to the guest house
for dinner. The chef prepared empanadas for appetiz-
ers as well as steaks, salad, rolls and potatoes for dinner.
And a huge dessert to top it off!

After dinner Gonzalo went over the next day’s
schedule. Breakfast at 7 am with the hunt starting

the fields that we hoped to catch
some buffalo. We passed one
of the lakes Cerro Indio duck
hunts. It was full of ducks and
we also saw a capybara, a giant
rodent. The lake was manmade
by Gonzalos great grandfather
and started as a small creek.

As we checked some of the
fields we caught Fallow Deer
and Axis Deer feeding in the
first two. We decided to go to a
different area. Nicko, a gaucho
helper, first spotted the black
specks in the switch grass. We
pulled out our binoculars and
glassed the spot. Sure enough,
there were six bulls laying down.
It took a trained eye to spot them
in the grass that was tall enough
to completely conceal the bodies.

Checking the wind we real-
ized we would have to circle to the opposite side where
we spotted the buffalo. We picked a rock outcropping
and the stalk was on. Our goal was to get to the rocks
and glass to see if any of the bulls were mature enough.
Reaching the rock we saw that there were 3 big bulls
and 3 youngsters. Gonzalo said we should get a closer
look at the 3 big bulls. We would need to crawl from
our current position. The grass was high enough to
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help conceal our stalk.

At 100 yards Gonzalo

said 3 were trophy qual-

ity and we should get

- closer so our goal was
to make it to a clump of
grass 50 yards from the
laying bulls. The wind
was perfect.

We made it without
being detected and set
up for a possible shot.

. We wanted them to
.~ stand to see the horns
fi‘.'_w and determine which of
- the three we would at-
tempt to take.

As fate would have
it the 3 young bulls rose
up first and fed our way.
They immediately saw
the two “blobs” sitting
there. We froze hoping
they would eventually ig-
nore us. Well, two of the
three big bulls finally stood
up but Gonzalo still wanted
to see the third bull. Minutes
seemed like hours while you
are in this situation. A young
bull laid down 35 yards from
us. We couldn’t move!

Finally Gonzalo said,
“Let’s crawl to our right and
see if we can see the laying
down bull’s horns”. The clos-
% est bull didn’t go for that, he
stood and ran. The other bulls
all jumped up to see what was
going on including the bull
we were hoping to check out.
When he stood up Gonzalo
said, “Thats your bull”. He
was huge compared to the
others, not only in horns but
in weight.

I placed the cross hairs
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of the .375 on the bull’s
shoulder and squeezed.
It's funny how time sorta
freezes when things go
so fast. The bull went
10 yards and dropped.
What a hunt! Words
can't describe the feel-
ings at that moment.
The other five bulls
didn’t want to leave their
comrade so eventually
we had to scare them off.
It was time for celebra-
tion!

The old bull weighed
well over 2000 pounds
and one of the horns was
partially broomed at the
end. An old warrior. We
would need help moving
the bull for pictures and
preparation.

So back to the guest
house to gather more
gauchos. Upon our return,
Sheila and Juan were already
back. She asked how we did.
I joked with her and said we
saw nothing. I asked how
she did and the smile said it
all. T said “You got your four
horned didn't you?”.  She
smiled and said yes. So we
went to Juan’s truck. When I
saw two shapes I quickly real-
ized that my wife had shot her
four horned plus her Scottish
ram.

I was ecstatic for her. She
said they were walking along
a trail in a hilly area when
Juan saw a band of sheep and
said there was a four horned
in the bunch. So they crawled
within 120 yards and real-
ized there were two of them.
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She chose the funky looking
horned one and dropped it in
its tracks. Juan was surprised
because he said in his experi-
ence most women take a long
time before they shoot. Shei-
la replied that she had a great
teacher in her husband!

Well, as they were walk-
ing back to the truck they
spotted a Black Face Scot-
tish Ram with huge curls.
Juan said it was a very good
one so a 175 yard shot and
“ol’ dead eye” drops her ram.
Sheila chuckled and said Juan
looked at her and said “Sheila,
you are not a professor! You
are a sniper!” We got a big
chuckle out of that. So a kiss
and hug of congratulations,
the telling of my success with
the buffalo and then lunch.

After lunch we go back to the buffalo for pictures.
Gonzalo said, “Mac, let’s go and find you a Black Buck.
The Gauchos will take care of the buffalo” T agreed.

So back to the hunt. We headed off to an entirely
different area of the estancia. There’s a woodlot next to
rock outcroppings with many rolling hills. It reminded
me of hunting antelope out west in the United States.

We glassed lots of Red Deer in the woodlot, some
hinds and young stags. Hmmm! “Black Buck’, Gon-
zalo whispered. We saw some does milling around in a
field about % mile away. Glassing the does we saw two
bucks with them. One is average and the other is tro-
phy quality. We used the trees to close the gap and then
crawl to within 200 yards. As I set up for the shot with
the .308 the herd goes into a little depression heading
to our right. So we go back to the woodlot and tried to
get in front of them. After glassing them we found they
were further out so back to the stalk. Again, we made
a big circle. We found them at a water hole - a perfect
spot to stalk. There was a large rock outcropping 200
yards from the antelope that would make a perfect rest
for a shot so we quickly crawled to it.

Slowly we looked over the rocks and yes, the herd
was still there. We found the bigger buck mixed in
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with the does. As he clears I
squeeze and he went 5 yards.
I fell onto my back. What a
day! What a trip! Here is the
quality I was talking about.
All four animals were trophy
quality. Handshakes, thank
yous and a kiss from my wife.

So back to camp to clean
up and eat dinner. Buffalo
backstraps! I cannot say
enough about the food and
service. Again, expect to gain
weight. After dinner, stories,
wine and camaraderie - all
make for a perfect camp.

The next day we would
take pictures and videos and
tour the castle/mansion I had
mentioned previously. We
had shot our desired animals
in one day or so I thought.
While picture taking I saw a
huge feral goat and surprised my wife, the sniper, with
the opportunity to hunt it the next morning.

It didn’t take long the next morning before young
Nicko found the band of goats so off we went. We
closed the distance to 75 yards, the sticks went up and
the sniper had her third one shot trophy. Hugs, kisses,
and pictures.

Leaving hunting camp is always hard for me. We
have been blessed to meet some quality outfitters and
Cerro Indio Safaris with Gonzalo and his staff is tops.
Thank you for such a quality hunt!

Oh, yeah, the wing shooting is incredible when you
wake in the morning. The doves are so plentiful and
loud it sounds like Dolby surround sound. It’s unbe-
lievable. Ducks and partridges everywhere.

With two days left it is back to Buenos Aires. We
took a couple of tours — one by boat on the Tigre Riv-
er and another by bus to see the 9 barrios (neighbor-
hoods) in the city. For me the highlight was the ex-
cellent steak dinner (Argentina is known for its beef)
and Tango show. [ was surprisingly impressed with the
choreography of the dancers.

For a truly quality hunt, please contact Cerro Indio
Safaris.
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CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE
Abyssinian Bushbuck 2008  Larry Higgins 35 12/16 Forest Sitatunga 1997  David Petrella 62 4/8
Abyssinian Bohor Reedbuck 2013 Larry Higgins 20 10/16 Fringe-Eared Oryx 1997  Ken Keeley 74 6/8
Abyssinian Greater Kudu 2013 Larry Higgins 113 4/16 Giant Forest Hog 2012 Larry Higgins 235/8
African Cheetah 2001 Tim Torpey 13 10/16 Guenther Dik-dik 1989  Roger Card 92/16
African Civit 2011 Larry Higgins 910/16 Harnessed Bushbuck 2011 Larry Higgins 335/8
African Elephant 2004  Jeffrey Chaulk 144 1/2 Harvey Red Duiker 2000  Roger Card 13 12/16
African Leopard 1993 David Petrella 17 12/16 Hippopotamus 2008  Mary Harter 712/16
African Lion 2005  Michael Moir 27 Hog Deer 2012 Larry Higgins 54 2/16
African Lion Hyena (Sported) 1996  David Petrella 18 5/16
(South Africa and Namibia) 1982  Roger Card 27 13/16 Kafue Flats Lechwe 2008  Larry Higgins 86 2/8
African Wildcat 2012 Larry Higgins 8 6/16 Kalahari Gemsbok 2005  Jeffrey Chaulk 97 2/8
Barbary Sheep (Aoudad) 2011  Larry Higgins B7 Kalahari Gemsbok (RSA) 2001  David Rusch 94 6/8
Bares Pygmy Antelope 2007  Larry Higgins 4 12/16 Kalahari Springbok 2004  Maryanne Belyea 46 5/8
Bay Duiker 2007  Larry Higgins 11 10/16 Kirk Dik-Dik 2005  Jeff Chaulk 10 8/16
Beisa Oryx 1989  Roger Card 86 5/8 Klipspringer 1992 Terry Braden 15 2/16
Black Faced Impala 2005  Jeffrey Chaulk 59 2/8 Lelwel Hartebeest 2001  David Petrella 66 7/8
Black Lechwe 2008 Larry Higgins 60 5/8 Lesser Kudu 1993  Par Bollman 68
Black Springbok 2003 Lamy Higgins 41 4/8 Lichtenstein Hartebeest 2011  Mary Harter 68 1/8
Black Wildebeest 2004  Maryanne Belyea 94 7/8 Limpopo Bushbuck 2002  PBrad Eldred 46 7/8
Blesbok 1983  Sid Smith 48 7/8 Livingstone Eland 2003  Larry Higgins 107 5/8
Blesbok 2004  Tim Bentley 48 7/8 Livingstone Suni 2005  Jason Parrort 118/16
Blue Duiker 2003  Larry Higgins 76/16 Meneliks Bushbuck 1991  Roger Card 35
Blue Wildebeest 2000 Gerald Schave 85 4/8 Mouflon 2012 Larry Higgins 1118
Bontebok 2008  Terry Braden 43 5/8 Mountain Nyala 2008  Larry Higgins 97 5/8
Brown Hyena 2012 Larry Higgins 17 2/16 Natal Red Duiker 2001  Phil Seybert 12 1/8
Bushpig 2000 Roger Card 17 12/16 Neumann Hartebeest 2013 Larry Higgins 60 7/8
Cape Buffalo 2007  Terry Braden 121 2/8 Nigerian Bohor Reedbuck 2009  Larry Higgins 16 6/8
Cape Bushbuck 1998  Tim Torpey 42 7/8 Nile Buftalo 2009 Larry Higgins 93 3/8
Cape Eland 2008  Terry Braden 107 3/8 Nile Bushbuck 2009  Larry Higgins 41
Cape Grysbok 2003  Larry Higgins 11 10/16 Nile Crocodile 2002  Jeffrey Chaulk 14’ 10 12"
Cape Hartebeest 2001 Par Brennan 72 5/8 Northern Gerenuk 1991 Roger Card 36 7/8
Caracal 2003  Larry Higgins 93/16 Northern Grant Gazelle 2013 Larry Higgins 64 6/8
Central African Gianr Eland 2004 Roger Card 126 7/8 Nyasa Wildebeest 1995  Jan Keeley 88 4/8
Central African Koh 2011  Roger Card 46 4/16 Oribi 2004  Larry Higgins 16 4/16
Chanler Mountain Reedbuck 2008  Larry Higgins 114/8 Peters Duiker 2009  Larry Higgins 14 12/16
Chobe Bushbuck 2004  Douglas Chapin 49 Puku 2004  Larry Higgins 507/8
Coke Hartebeest 1995  Ken Keeley 61 3/8 Red-flanked Duiker 2011 Roger Card 13 2/16
Common Nyala 1999  Tim Hauck 17 4/8 Red Lechwe 2001 Jeffrey Chaulk 70 7/8
Common Reedbuck 2004 Owen Eldred 28 4/8 Red River Hog 2001  David Petrella 11 8/16
Common Sable Antelope 1981  Pat Bollman 104 4/8 Raberts Gazelle 2008 Larry Higgins 56 4/8
Common Waterbuck 2009  Scotr Vinkmulder89 3/8 Roosevelt Sable Antelope 1996 David Petrella 136 6/8
Copper Springbok 2008  Larry Higgins 3512/8 Salt Dik-Dik 2008  Larry Higeins 8§ 10/16
Cookson Wildebeest 1997  Roger Card 82 5/8 Scimitar Horned Oryx 2012 Larry Higgins 82 6/8
Cordeaux Dik-dik 1991  Pat Bollman 9 Serval 2012 Larry Higgins 9 3/16
Cordeaux Dik-dik 1991  Roger Card 9 Sharpe Grysbhok 1988  David Perrella 7 12/16
Crawshay Defassa Waterbuck 2008 Larry Higgins 69 Sing-Sing Waterbuck 2011 Larry Higgins 75 1/8
Damara Dik-Dik 2008  Larry Higgins 911/16 Soemmerring Gazelle 1991  Roger Card 453/8
Damara Dik-Dik 2005  Tim Torpey 911/16 South African Springbok 1981 Roger Card 43 4/8
Dwarf Forest Buffalo 2001 David Petrella  49'2/8 Southern Bush Duiker 2004  Owen Eldred 16 4/16
East African Bushbuck 2008  Larry Higgins 46 2/8 Southern Gerenuk 2004 Larry Higgins 42 2/8
East African Bush Duiker 2004  Larry Higgins 15 5/16 Southern Grant Gazelle 2004  Larry Higgins 67
East African Defassa Waterbuck 2004  Larry Higgins 17 5/8 Southern Greater Kudu 2000  Scott Holmes 140 6/8
East African Eland 1996  David Petrella 104 5/8 Southern Impala 2008  Larry Smith 62 3/8
East African Greater Kudu 2004  Larry Higgins 124 Southern Mountain Reedbuck 2003  Roger Brown 157/8
East African Impala 2008  Larry Higgins 66 1/8 Southern Mountain Reedbuck 2007  Jim Maciarek 157/8
East African Roan Antelope 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 78 Southern Roan Antelope 2008 Joanne Witte 73
East African Sitatunga 2011  Mary Harter 64 Southern White Rhinoceros 2009 Joe Janicke 102 5/8
East African Suni 2008  Larry Higgins 8 14/16 Steenbok 2007  Tim Becker 159/16
Eastern Bohor Reedbuck 2004 Larry Higgins 20 Thompson Gazelle 2004  Larry Higgins 37 4/8
Eastern Cape Great Kudu 1998  Tim Torpey 128 Tiang 1989  Par Bollman 572/8
European Fallow Deer 2009 Joanne Witte 174 7/8 Topi 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 53 6/8
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CATEGORY DATE TAKEN __HUNTER SCORE
Tsessebe 2003 Larry Higgins 48 2/8
Ugandan Kob 2009 Larry Higgins 58 5/16
Vaal Rhebok 1998 Tim Torpey 202/8
Water Buffalo 2012 Larry Higgins 85 4/8
Warthog 2008 Gail Dawson 39
West African Savanna Buffalo 2001 David Petrella 71 5/8
Western Bongo 1997  David Perrella 84 3/8
Western Bush Duiker 2009  Larry Higgins 12 8/16
Western Hartebeest 1998  David Petrella 69 7/8
Western Kob 1998  David Petrella 56 4/8
Western Mountain Reedbuck 1998  David Petrella 13 10/16
Western Roan Antelope 2001 David Petrella 82 2/8
White Bearded Wildebeest 2004  Larry Higgins 85 7/8
White Bleshok 2007  Bill Shelt 48 5/8
White Springbok 2005  Jason Parrott 37 1/8
Wild Boar 2012 Larry Higgins 18 8/16
Zambeszi Sitatunga 2008 Larry Higeins 62 6/8
ASIA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE
Afghan Urial 2003  Larry Higgins 119 4/3
Alrai Argali 2004  David Petrella 235 5/8
Anatolian Chamois 2008  Roger Card 21
Bezoar Ihex 2006 Larry Higgins 107 3/8
Blanford Urial 2004  Larry Higgins 117 2/8
Caucasian Chamois 2007  David Petrella 24 7/8
Chinese Blue Sheep 2002  Larry Higgins 1192/8
Chukotka Moose 2002  Larry Higgins 479 5/8
Dwarf Blue Sheep 2006 Larry Higgins 73 4/8
East Caucasian Tur 2005  Larry Higeins 150 6/8
Eurasian Wild Boar 2012  Mary Harter 17 14/16
Feral Yak 2005  Roger Card 78 3/8
Gobi Argali 2001 Larry Higgins 201 6/8
Gobi Ibex 2002 David Petrella 96 5/8
Gray Wolf 2002 David Perrella 13 8/16
Hangai Argali 2004  David Perrella 225 5/8
Helan Mt. Blue Sheep 2006  Larry Higgins 114 7/8
Hillier Goitered Gazelle 2005  Roger Card 31 6/8
Himalayan Blue Sheep 2006  Larry Higgins 117 6/8
Himalayan [bex 2004  Larry Higgins 86 4/8
Kamchatka Brown Bear 2002  Larry Higgins 26 6/16
Kamchatka Snow Sheep 2002 Larry Higgins 174
Kolyma Snow Sheep 2007  David Perrella 147 7/8
Konya Moutlon 2006  Larry Higgins 125 5/8
Koryak Snow Sheep 2007  Larry Higgins 140 6/8
Kuban Tur (Western) 2012 Larry Higeins 114 4/8
Maral Stag 2008 Roger Card 223 38
Marco Polo Argali 2007  Roger Card 201 6/8
Mid-Asian Ihex 2004 David Petrella 109 18
Mid-Caucasian Tur 2007  Larry Higgins 141 2/8
Mid-Eastern Red Stag 2011 Larry Higgins 265 1/8
Mongolian Gazelle 2002 David Perrella. 34 6/8
Nemrur Ibex 2006  Larry Higgins 94 1/8
Okhotsk Snow Sheep 2005  Larry Higgins 140
Persian Goitered Gazelle 1998  Larry Higgins 36 6/8
Philippine Warty Pig 2009  Roger Card 72/16
Punjab Urial 2005  Larry Higgins 130 2/8
Servetzov Argali 2005  Larry Higgins 143 3/8
Siberian Thex 2002 David Petrella 111 2/8
Siberian Roe Deer 2005  Roger Card 80 6/8
Sindh Ibex 2004  Larry Higgins 92 7/8
Tiberan Gazelle 2001  David Petrella 33 5/8
Trans-Caspian Urial Sheep 1998  Larry Higgins 146 4/8
Water Buffalo 2009 Roger Card 103 6/8
West Caucasian Tur 2007 David Perrella 144 7/8
Yakutia Snow Sheep 2009  Larry Higgins 146
EUROPE
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN _HUNTER SCORE
Alpine Chamois 2008  Roger Card 24 5/8
Alpine Ibex 2005  David Petrella 101 2/8
Balkan Chamois 2005 David Perrella 24 6/3
Balerean Goat 2011 Larry Higgins 59 6/8
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CATEGORY DATE TAKEN _HUNTER SCORE
Barbary Sheep 2008 Roger Card 121 1/8
Beceite [bex 2002 David Perrella 84 4/8
Cantabrian Chamois 2008 Roger Card 20 2/8
Carpathian Chamois 2005  David Petrella 28
Charrreuse Chamois 2013 Larry Higgins 26
English Red Deer 2013 Glenn Belyea 205 2/8
Eurasian Brown Bear 1998  Tim Hauck 22 2/16
Eurasian Feral Boar 2006 Roger Card 14 6/8
European Fallow Deer 2013 Mary Browning 295 5/8
European Golden Jackal 2012 Larry Higgins 9 12/16
European Gray Wolf 2012 Larry Higgins 14 2/16
European Mouflon 2012 Larry Higgins 124 7/8
European Red Deer 1993  Roger Card 299
European Roe Deer 1994  Ken Lehman, 5r. 55 1/8
Feral Goat 2009  Larry Higgins 73 6/8
Gredos Ibex 2002 David Petrella 78 6/8
Hog Deer 2009  Larry Higgins 98 7/8
Japanese Sika Deer 2008  Roger Card 128 7/8
Manchurian Sika Deer 2008 Roger Card 176 7/8
Pere David Deer 1993  Roger Card 228 7/8
Pyrenean Chamois 2005  Larry Higgins 25 1/8
Reeves Muntjac 1993 Roger Card 18 3/16
Ronda Ibex 2006  Roger Card 67 5/8
Scottish Red Deer 1985  Ken Lehman, Sr. 262 3/8
S.E. Spanish Ihex 2005  Larry Higgins 79 5/8
Soay Sheep 2013 Glenn Belyea 93 6/8
Spanish Red Deer 2007  Larry Higgins 276 5/8
Tarra Chamois 2013 Larry Higgins 23 5/8
Water Deer 1994  Bob Bohn 9

Wild Boar 2009  Larry Higgins 24 9/16

NORTH AMERICA INTRODUCISZD

Addax

Aoudad (Barbary Sheep)
Armenian Mouflon Sheep
Axis Deer (Non-typical)
Axis Deer (Typical)

Axis Deer (Typical) Free Range

Barasingha

Barbarosa (Marino Ram)
Bezoar Tbex

Blackbuck

Black Sheep (Hawaiian)
Corsican Sheep

Dama Gazelle

Eland

European Fallow Deer
European Mouflon Sheep
Feral Boar

Feral Goar (Caralina)
Feral Sheep

Gemsbok

Hog Deer

Hybrid Ibex

Hybrid Sheep

Markhor

Multi-Horned Sheep
Nilgai

Nubian Ibex

Oryx

Pere David Deer

Red Deer

Red Sheep lranian
Reeves Muntjac
Reindeer

Roosevelr Elk

Scimitar-Horned Oryx Free Range

Scimitar-horned Oryx
Sika Deer (Non-Typical)
Sika Deer (Typical)
Sitatunga

Texas Dall

1999
2004
2008
2006
2008
2009
2000
1997
1997
2005
2000
2005
2003
2002
2000
1996
2007
1996
2012
2004
1997
1999
2012
2001
2004
1999
1998
2012
1999
2003
1996
1997
1998
2006
2000
2008
2005
2006
2004
2003

Brad Eldred
Paul Spencer
Roger Card
Brad Eldred
Larry Witte
Joanne Witte
Larry Higgins
Sylvia Becker
Larry Higgins
Lawrence Witte
Tim Torpey
Tim Becker
Tim Becker
Brad Eldred
Jeff Sackett
Tim Becker
Randy Raymond
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Larry Smith
Larry Higgins
Tim Becker
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Roger Froling
Craig Chapman
Jeft Sackertt
Bill Shelt
Tim Becker
Brad Eldred
Tim Becker
David Gloss

83 1/8
146 3/8
116 4/8
157 5/8
152 3/8
143 3/8
186 6/8
154 6/8
91 4/8
70 3/8
126 5/8
144 4/8
36 3/8
84 4/8
254 1/8
134 3/8
22 8/16
94
111 1/8
90 1/8
63
98 1/8
119 4/8
90 5/8
116 3/8
33 4/8
98 1/8
82 1/8
271 1/8
286 1/8
133 5/8
107/16
420
169 6/8
94 2/8
95
109 7/8
144 1/8
ol
147 2/8
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Waterbuck 2002 Tim Becker 47 2/8
Water Buffalo 2006  Larry Higgins 104 6/8
Warusi 2005  Roger Card 115 1/8
Yak 1999 Doug Heeter 79 3/8
NORTH AMERICA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE
Alaska Brown Bear 2007 Jeft Chaulk 29 7/16
Alaska Yukon Barren Ground Caribou
Jun-05  Par Bollman 476 7/8

Alaska Yukon Moose 1999 Debra Card 731 1/8
American Alligator 2002  Edward Peters  I1' 10"
American Bison 2003  Glenn Belyea 75 1/8
American Mountain Goat 2002 Jeffrey Suckerr 33
Arcric Islands Caribou 1993  Larry Higgins 345 6/8
Atlantic Walrus 2010 Roger Card 99 6/8
Barren Ground Muskox 1997  David Perrella 87
Bobcat 2010 Joanne Witte 9 10/16
California Bighorm Sheep 2004  Larry Higgins 165 1/8
Canada Lynx 1994  David Petrella 9 8/16
Central American Whitetail Deer 2000  Larry Higgins 75 1/8
Central Canada Barren Ground Caribou

1998  Seth Hootman 462 4/8
Coastal (Island) Black Bear 2002 Jeffrey Chaulk 21 1/16
Collared Peccary 1992 Harvey Pfeiffer 13
Clolumbia Blacktail Deer 1994  David Petrella 140 1/8
Columbia Blackrail Deer (Non-Typical)

2009  Tim Torpey 149 7/8
Columbia Whitetail Deer (Typical) 2007  Owen Eldred 103 1/8
Columbia Whitetail Deer (Non-Typ) 2007 Corey Hyde 133
Common Grizzly Bear 2004  David Rusch 26 2/16
Continental (Inland) Black Bear 2007  Randy Raymond 21 6/16
Coues Whitetail Deer 2012  Corey Hyde 1114/8
Cougar 1998  Terry Braden 15
Cougar 1985  Bob Doerr 15
Cougar 2000 Patrick Brennan 15
Dall Sheep 1980 M. Wernerre 168 6/8
Desert Bighorn Sheep 1985  Pat Bollman 181 1/8
Desert Mule Deer Non Typical 1993  Debra Card 145 5/8
Desert Mule Deer Typical 1997  Larry Higgins 199 4/8
Eastern Canada Moose 1969  Roger Card 443
Eastern Turkey Multiple Beards 2008  Marty Sheridan 67 12/16
Eastern Tirkey 2008  Anthony Utt 39
Gould's Turkey 2007  Roger Card 33
Gray Wolf 1988  Roger Card 17 5/16
Greenland Muskox 1995  David Petrella 79 5/8
Jaguar 1986  Roger Card 16
Merriam's Turkey 2013  Larry Witte 36 2/16
Mexican Whiterail Deer Typical 1996  Debra Card 114 6/8
Mid-Western Whitetail Deer (Non-Typical)

2007 Dana Hodges 207 3/8
Mid-Western Whitetail Deer (Typical)

2 Tim Torpey 168 5/8
Mountain Caribou 1980  Gale Hixson 420 3/8
Northeastern Whitetail Deer NonTyp,FR

2005 Randy Raymond 270 1/8
Northeastern Whitetail Deer Typ FR2012  Rick Dickson 190 2/8
Northeastern Whitetail Deer NonTyp, Est

2007  Tim Becker 3132/8
Northeastern Whitetail Deer Typ, Est1985  Par Bollman 181 7/8
Northwestern Whiterail Deer Typical2003  Roberr Davis 169 4/8
Ocellated Turkey 2011 Joanne Witte 36 14/16
Osceola Turkey 2009  Glenn Belyea 62 8/16
Polar Bear 2006 Jeff Chaulk 26 14/16
Pronghorn 1993 Ron Mohnke 84 7/8
Quebec-Labrador Caribou 2001  Mark Pellerito 439 1/8
Red Brocket Deer 2001  Larry Higgins 114/16
Rio Grande Turkey 2009 Joanne Witte 46 8/16
Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep 2007 Larry Higgins 181 1/4
Rocky Mountain Elk Non-Typical 1986  Gale Hixson 453
Rocky Mounrain Elk Typical Free Range

2005 Jeff Chaulk 3827/8
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Rocky Mountain Elk Typical Estate 2001
Racky Mountain Mule Deer Non-Typical

2005
Rocky Mountain Mule Deer Typical 2007

Roosevelt Elk 1996
Roosevelr Elk Santa Rosa Island 1999
Shiras Moose 2013
Sitka Blacktail Deer 2001

Southeastern Whitetail Deer Typ FR2005
Southeastern Whirerail Deer Typ Est1999
Stone Sheep 2004
Texas Whiterail Deer Typical Free Range
1999
Texas Whiterail Deer Non-Typ Estate2006
Texas Whirerail Deer Typical Estare 2001

Tule Elk 2006
Western Canada Moose 2004
White Lipped Peccary 2002
Wolverine 1992
Woodland Bison Free Range 2006
Woodland Caribou 2003

Yucatan Gray-Brown Brocket Deer 2005

Brad Eldred

Jeffrey Chaulk
Marilyn Parr
Larry Higgins
Terry Braden
Tim Torpey
Brad Eldred
Roger Card
Larry Higgins
Jeftrey Chaulk

Larry Higeins
Tim Becker
Tim Becker
Roger Card
Keith Davis
Larry Higgins
David Petrella
David Petrella
Tim Torpey
Larry Higgins

SOUTH AMERICA
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER ___ SCORE

424 1/8

215 4/8
204 6/8
297 6/8
350
292
114
130 2/8
121 1/8
176 1/8

151 5/8
159
154 1/8
283 3/8
553 4/8
15 13/16
10 8/16
66 4/8
326 6/8
16 9/16

Axis Deer 2002  Steve Dickema 138
Axis Deer Non-Typical 2007 Roger Card 152 3/8
Blackbuck 2002  Steve Diekema 73 2/8
Brown Brocker Deer 2007  Larmry Higgins 14
Capybara 2007 Roger Card 16 1/16
Collared Peccary 2011 Terry Braden 16 4/16
Eurapean Fallow Deer 2007  Larry Higgins 241 6/8
European Mouflon Sheep 1998 Roger Card 95 3/8
Feral Boar 2009  Terry Braden 26 15/16
Feral Goat 2011  Larry Smith 74 1/8
Gray-Brown Brocker Deer 2011  Terry Braden 15 10/16
Hybrid Sheep 2007  Larry Higgins 160 1/8
Multi-Horned Sheep 2007  Larry Higgins 98 5/8
Puma 2007  Larry Higeins 13 12/16
Red Brocket Deer 2007  Larry Higgins 14 13/16
Red Deer 2007 Larry Higgins 328 4/8
Water Buffalo 2002 Steve Dickema 95 7/8
White-Lipped Peccary 2011 Terry Braden 17 6/16
SOUTH PACIFIC
CATEGORY DATE TAKEN HUNTER SCORE
Arapawa Ram 2011 Bill Shelt 121 6/8
Axis Deer 2008  Larry Higains 121
Banteng 1988  Roger Card 71 6/8
Blackbuck 2003  Nan Riley 69 3/8
Chamois 2005  Terry Braden 28 6/8
European Fallow Deer 2007 Mary Harter 233 6/8
Feral Boar 1995  Roger Card 28 2/16
Feral Bull 2011 Keith Davis 706/16
Feral Goat 2011 Keith Davis 802/8
Feral Sheep 2003 Joe Janicki Jr. 126
Himalayan Tahr 1995  Roger Card 44 4/8
Himalayan Tahr 2006  Larry Higgins 44 4/8
Hog Deer 1996  Roger Card 7138
Muloccean Rusa Deer 2006 Larry Higgins 133 4/8
Red Deer 2012 Jeff Sackett 427 2/8
Rusa Deer Javan Non Typ 2006 Tim Becker 162 5/8
Rusa Deer Javan Typ 2006 Larry Higgins 153 5/8
Sambar 2009  Mary Harter 140 2/8
Scrub Bull 2006 Larry Higgins 61
Sika Deer 2009  Mary Harter 161 5/8
South Pacific Turkey 2011 Josh Christensen 41 10/16
Wapati-Non Typical 2011 Keith Davis 419
Wapiti-Typical 2009  Nick Johnston 383 4/8
Water Buffalo 2006  Larry Higgins 101 4/8
Whiterail Deer 1996  Roger Card 75 3/8

www.midmichigansci.org



by Mary Harter

I recently attended the SCI board meeting in Tucson,
Arizona with my husband and while there we were invited
to a reception at the International Wildlife Museum located
at 4800 W. Gates Pass Road. They are open from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday but are closed on Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Last year they had over 27,000 school children
visit plus many families and other adults. You can check
them out at www.thewildlifemuseum.org. Admission is

free for all SCI members and is really worth the time if you
are ever in the area.

www.midmichigansci.org
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Looking Abead -

to our Next Issues -

Tule Elk
by Tim Torpey

Rocky Mountain Lion Hunt
by Mike “Mac” MacEachron

Galapagos Islands
by Mary Harter

New Zealand Adventure
by Dan Catlin

And more articles, recipes, poems, and jokes
yet to be submitted.

u Know Uou ave from
%\iokigmgwkm H-omez
| Depot advertises
= Il freezers bﬂ how man
R b dery 'H\Qlj will hold.

Be sure to check out our website www.midmichigansci.org
We received the International Award of best website for the second year.

@ . . - .
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oD THE TROPHY RO

TAXIDERMY STUDI

Professional,
Full Time,
Full Service

~® Two Locations To Serve You
Cllhe Glyopy Room

LOCATED IN

She Grand Vllley” Joubert Pro Hunt

6841 Lake Michigan Drive
Allendale, MI 49401 Leon(Spyker) & lise Joubert

THE Th 0PHY ROOH

Located msu:le * cel ebratmg

1 0 Yeal's

Jarn Oeﬁoﬂw

Huntlng Safaris

FLW br_::\ 81, |\i -c;{‘('.|1;- [\'\-"””!“‘-‘

Woodland ¥
Taxidermy

Specializing in all seasons

of Professional Taxidermy

LOUIS TARDIF MW

C.P. 370 ., SAINT-HENRI
QUEBEC . CANADA

. _ GOR 3E0
3 TEL : (418) B82 6210
R.J. MEYER Maslel la\u(lel mist | et e AR
NORTH AMERICAN e AFRICAN  EXOTICS FAX : (41B) BB2 D140 (é
‘ »
@af/hm ng, @T(,QA’H,QA’V{ EMAIL : INFO@LEAFRIVERLODGE.COM e

M www.trophyroommichigan.com
trophyroom@journey.com ﬂ

Professional. Full Time. Full Service

Lesson from a Southern woman: “You’re only
helpless when your nail polish is wet. Even then you
could pull a trigger if ya had to.”

ww.midmichie: % 2 Pape 37
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URC

TRUCK &
TRAILER PARTS

Central Michigan’s Truck
and Trailer Parts Store

« Exhaust Components Now Available!

» Powertrain System Components -

AN ADLER

Keynote Speaker, Outfitter, Author & Guide

PO Box 1432
Cartaro, AZ 85652 -
www. AZDiamondOutfitters.com

[iAmOND DUTFITTERS OF ARIZONA

Veteran Owned, Veteran Friendly, Patriots Welcome!

e

by : ijau;lfel S_peciallzirlgﬁn;;;

Whe {ntimi‘fn deta'@:matter, = o North American, S
=) ',‘T‘i-‘::_',"‘,_‘ . N T & African, B
A - - ® Asiatic, A
Y S o at Eotic :
S g Fish, =

&
= b

Load Securement
Personal Protective Equipment
Polishing and Cleaning Supplies
Fast Delivery and Experienced

« Qilfield Parts .
« Agricultural Parts and -
Equipment .
» Suspensions and Axles -
» Drivetrain Components Sales Staff
» Airand Electrical Systems »  EBY Trailers and Truck Beds -

Tanker Parts and Accessories

Burch Truck & Trailer Parts
}l 5776 Venture Way « Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858

(989) 772-0081

Jeff Harrison, CEO « www.burchparts.com

OUTFITTERS

big game hunting specialists in >
SE British Columbia CANADA

Contact: Riley and Amanda Leuenberger

2009 3rd St South

Cranbrook B.C VIC1G1 zar Cougar, Lynx & Bobeat
Home: 778-517-0668 Cell: 250-919-3197 Wolf
emall: info@baldymountain.com

WorLp CLASS
WHITETAIL HUNTS

H1%-537-4478

AARONGTAILSOFTHEHUNT.COM » WWW.TAILSOFTHEHUNT.COM

If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.

Page 38
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P
11318 21 MILE RD, * SAND LAKE, M| 49343
(616) 984-5346 * CELL (616)799-0689

EMAIL: HIDDENHORNS(@PATHWAYNET.COM
HIDDENHORNSGAMERANCH.COM

S d Box 1126, Saratoga, WY 82331

WyCon Wynn G. Condict
%ar’i, gnc' wyconsafari@gmaﬂ.com

www.wyconsafariinc.com
Cell: 970-456-7580

or
Cell: 307-710-7578
Colorado Unguided & Guided
Rifle, Archery, Muzzleloader
Private Ranch Hunts for
foﬂiﬂ{ﬂ?’ Mule Deer, Elk & Antelope

WY# BGO26 CO Outfitery #2229 Prawie Dog Hunts May & July * River Float Trips

Wild Spirit Guide Service
Full Service Outfitter

N15107 Twp. Line Rd
Powers, Mi 49874

Black bear

Bobcat

Wolf

Whitetail
1(906)250-0089
wildspiritguide.com
Dan Kirschner

Low's Trophy Whitetail Ranch
Experience the hunt!

Leon Low

6100 Mevety Rd.
Falmouth, Michigan
49632

231-328-4466

lowleoni@ymail.com
www.lowstrophywhitetails.com

FIRST FOR HUNTERS

WEI_HH Kd HUNTING SAFarI§

Hunting Guide Stacey Anderson :

FEJES

GUIDE SERVICE LTD.

SAM FEJES
Alaska Master Guide

P.O. Box 111394 = Anchorage, Alaska 99511-1394
Phone (907) 349-4040 « FAX (907) 349-2020
www.fejesguideservice.com

“You may not realize it when it happens, but a kick in the teeth may be the best thing in the world for you.”
Walt Disney

www.midmichigansci.org S Page 39
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___HUBBARD'S
YELLOWSTONE OUTFITTERS

MIKE HUBBARD

615 Nova Dir.
Livingston, MT 59047

406:223-0220 pusiNEss/CELL

mike(@hubya.com
www. hubbardsoutfitters.com

Box 1325 Whitecourt, Alberta, Canada T75 1P2
Fax: 780.779.4961 Email: huni@groatcreekoutfitters.com

Garett Tull

Owner/ Professional Guide

Box 178
Lucky Lake, SK
50L 120

Phone (306) 858-2291
Cell (306) 858-7309

Email luckylakehuntingadventures@yourlink.ca
Website www.luckylakehuntingadventures.ca

Celiil FR&id Spoxis

Hunting & Fi!;hing 1Irelc:nd Worldwide
i Bbvid Mopre

Specl‘ﬂ &55 6\ ro’Hbury Drive
Red, Sikd gé‘um} ,* . Hot Iey,éexc’s;ﬂu
Mountain ; o P »281-823:2026

. f - 832-201 7403

trelond@aol com; ..
’WWVI elﬁcf:éldsports J:om

STALKER

Alexey Alexeev
Hunting department specialist

3/1 Dobrolyubova Str, office 224, Moscow, Russia 127254
Mob.: + 7 (495) 755 48 27
Office: + 7 (495) 204 23 53
Skype: Stalker_Alexey
hunt@stalker-group.com
wwwstalker-group.com

State & Federally Licensed Like us on

r Facebook

NAC

TAXIDERMY

Nick Giuliani 2410 S. Coldwater Rd.
Cell (989) 621-0061 Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858
Work (989) 644-6289 1/2 North of M-20

[ HUNT KAN.'._BAS_"FW the Serious Deer Hunter o

uau. hunthlckorycreek com

Jeff Brondige

586-337-3169

Some days you’re the bug. Some days you’re the windshield.

Page 40
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Fax:

Jamey O’Bannon (939)731 9710

Cell: 772-539-3029
Office: 772-597-4757 Outfitters

Florida’s #1 Hunting € % : n11 .
.. arry ns ¢ Owner
Destination 1894 Koslara Rd., Gaylord, MI 49735
J & R Outfitters, Inc. www.redpinewhitetails.com
7600 S. W. Fox Brown Rd. Indiantown, FL 34956 redpinewhitetails@gmall.com
JOHAN
JASON MARONEY Tﬂﬁfﬁﬁf SAFARIS
SALES
'} Ble .] c smif Jf' n P.0. Box 501 JOHAN PIETERSE
rrville;TX 78028 Thabazimbi 0380
South Africa

770-820-5700

maroney@natureblinds.com . : .
johanpietersesafaris@tiscali.co.za

www.jpsafaris.coza

natureblinds.com

VGELKEE Weta[ Stone Aﬂs 9/éfters

Sales 10155 N Miles Hd )
Six Lakes, Mlch 488 6

989-365-4347" 'lk

Shawn Marcus

PH (231) 839-8660

smarcus @ voelkerimplemeant.com

4363 S. MOREY RD.
LAKE CITY, MI 49651

JOHN DEERE

NEIL JOHNSON

[Pl (E0) EALER

Cell: (780) 808-0318

SET-eng o

Master Gul"dc

P.O. Box 501
Marwayne, AB. Canada TOB 2X0
E-mail: neil@norihstaroutfitting.com
Alberta / Saskatchewan Web: www northstaroutfitting.com

[f you only do what you know you can do - you never do very much.

| Pl e
¥5300 Belford Rd., Holly, ) 48442

- zid g A @D
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Brant Cunningham
Vice President / Head Guide

970-944-0700 903-360-1870 (cell)
POBox 338 brant@rcoutfitters.com
Lake City, CO 81235 www.rcoutﬁtters.con\n

FishcOHunter Charters

Fully equipped 31 foot Tiara
Located at East Shore Marina = Frankfort. M/

Captain Dave James

586.419.3480 * 231.352.7511

www.fishhuntercharters.net

Ultimate Firearms
BP X Press
“The Ultimate Muzzleloading Rifle”

Kenneth E. Johnston
3470 Dobie Rd. President
Okemos, MI 48864 (517) 349-2976
www.ultimatefirearms.com Fx (517) 349-4857

B

(ascadefurSalon

6504 Twenty-eighth Street Southeast
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546
Telephone (616) 957-4936

John F. Hayes = Master Furrier

ToquerO

Hun Juan Toquero

Tels.: 34 649 82 45 40 @roquerohunting.es
3491 679 51 59 ww.toquerchunting.es

[ CAMPEAU GUIDING
Alvin Campeau
Michael Campeau
PH: (306) 560-7013
Box 33

Email: campeau.guiding@ saskiel.net
www.campeauguiding.ca

Attend Our Auctions... You Will See & Hear The Difference!

Avctions * Appratsals « Real Estate Murty Wegner - Owner/Auctioneer
Complete Professional Auction Sesvice 7610 Lawndule (UB9) TUIR6NY
(’tm‘lm‘rrdnll . !udmlﬂ_nl * Furm & Estate Freehand, MI 48623 wegnerm i utiphl

Over 25 Years Fxperience + Caga Certified Apprabubs No Obligntion Consultitions

s X

F:gf K Greg ‘Griz'

%E and Ginger Turner
i 27 Jim M. Dr.
23 Cody, WY 82414
E' _; :‘N. s S 4o i lostereki@ven.com
5_5, Koy ——__ (307)527-6251

Accept the impossible, do without the indispensable, and bear the intolerable.
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Kelly’s Deer Processing

FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR

“SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
WANTED: Cull Deer to purchase

Colin Kelly
19077 12 Mile Road
Big Rapids, M1 49307
(231) 796-5414
Email: colin@cks-place.com
www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
24- Hour Deer Drop-Off During Season

SCI Mid-Michigan Member

The Galene is a
30-foot 1996 Proline
with ecomfortable
custom seating for
six passengers. She
is equipped with the
latest electronics
and fishing
equipment.
Captain Paul is
licensed by the US
Coast Guard and
has been fishing the
Great Lakes since
1992,

-»

RON DAVIS
54/-290-0489

PO Box 631
Coquille, Oregon 97423
Captain Paul Bolling

734.735.6793

Liconse *4/06 Bowd 27/056691

We offer a variety
of pre-set and customizable
Hunting & Fishing Packages

captainpaul@spinnernspoon.com

WWW.Spinnernspoon.com

989.833.7135 :
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 4:30pm

d
,kw_., Petrna - Vest @

Edward T. Peters

P.O. BOX 653 President
MT. PLEASANT, MICH. Email edsteroil@yahoo.com
48804-0653

Timothy R. Hauck

Land Manager
Cell : 989-330-2472
Email timothyhauck@yahoo.com

Phone: (989)772-5494
Fax: (989)773-6664

SANDRA CHANEY
Manager

valley travel

of mt. pleasant, Itd

123 South Franklin
Mouni Pleasant, M1 48858-2319
E-Mail: sandrac@valley-travel.net

Bus. (800) 290-6714
(989) 773-9914
FAX (989) 773-2046

Froling Farms

Roger Froling
Owner

BUFFALO ON THE HOOF, MEAT, HUNTS

1000 Dildine Road
lonia Ml 48846

Phone:616-527-4622

Fax: 616-527-6736

Email: rfroling@chartermi.net
Cell: 616-291-0066

Do not spoil what you have by desiring what you have not.

www,midmichigansci,org

@
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-

Hunt witth Ourdirars Roger C. Froling Life Insurance Company

MEMBER
MILLION
DOLLAR
ROUND
TADLE

1000 Dildine Road
lonia, M| 48846
Office: (616) 527-4622
Fax: (616) 527-6736

Medical Insurance

Disability Income Cell: (616) 291-0066
Pention Plave rfroling @ chartermi.net

HEPBURN LAKE LODGE

FLY-IN FISHING & HUNTING
LAKE TROUT- PIKE- WALLEYE

BLACK BEAR HUNTING
NORTHERN SASK. CANADA —— . A
PHONE 1-306-547-3328 Jimorm- WHITETAILAMD YO
CELL 1-306-547-8231 . RN ERBCRTS, “ 8 &41.919.2:
EMAIL-hepburniakelodge@sasktel.net k s e4l.e.2801
ARLEE THIDEMAN g S S — Fho NICKOHUNTWRO.COM

www.hepburnlakelodge.net

SEY AVENUE * MT. STERLING, 1A 52573

.,’-"2/_.{17//3' (e 43,68"’ ] c
_\ '_) 7 a “
Entraideny s 180 Outdoors, LL
Shelly Workman = WWW.HUNT180.COM
231-775-3065
Cell 231-878-0839
FAX 231-775-6065
shelly@c-emb.com Matt Wonser 620.330.7282
www.c-emb.com 3148 s. 4150 Street 1800utdoors@gmail.com
Independence www.hunt180.com
Kansas 67301

1

2"

E‘n HAIRS
et DE SERVICE
ulMike colyan.

HHer

35555 Kenai Spur Hwy - PMB #419 = Soldotna, Alaska 99669
email: crosshairsofalaska@yahoo.com

Life is simple, it’s just not easy.

Page 44 suﬁ www.midmichigansei.org
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D&L Custom Hou_“e@B?oker_

T: 847.690.0690
F: 847.690.0699
E: lisaj@dichb.com
Laurad@dichb.com

A

tha 'we-'-are able to_produce such remarkable printing.

It S no"cc:dent

4‘««‘ W work make youl

ERCIALYPRINTINGIZYD

Tt Check us out af

,. pr'i"'asantgraphlcs com

J ‘_"" _aNew Fast & Easy Way fo
| Se d Files & Place Drders

=
(989) 7737777 » Fax (989) 773-0865
6835 Lea=Pick Drwe e Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858




o PRESERVING YOUR MEMORIES
\WILDLIFE ONE MOUNT AT A TIME.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

TAXIDERMY

Studio

Scan This Code And
Like Us On Facebook

WWW.THEWILDLIFEGALLERY.CO i

737 JACKSON ROAD, BLANCHARD MI 49310
989-561-5369 | TAXIDERMY@THEWILDLIFEGALLERY.COM
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