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26-27 Michigan Elk and Calitornia Deer,
an Unlikely Combo
by Glenn Belvea
2531 Hunting and Fishing in Alaska
by Josh Christensen
32-34 Brown Bear on Kodiak lsland
by Don Harter
35 Saginaw Chippewa Tribe
Historic First License
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by Larey Witte
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Members of Mid-Michigan SCIT or Lsabella
County Sportsmun's Club may use the
shooting range locared ar 2872 W, Millbrook
Road just east of Winn Road. The lock
combination iz 4560 and changes yearly

' on February 15th. Please carry
membership identification on you

when you visit the range.

www.midmichigmecorg
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Standing Committees
Chairmen are listed first

Chapter Trophy Awards - Jounne Witee, Larry Witte, Tim Becker,
Roger Card, Brad Eldred, Roger Froling, Don Harter, Larry Hig
pins, Scort Molmes, Mark Marletre, Joe Mulders, Bill Shelr, Arr
Srreer,

Conservation/Govt. Affairs - Larry Wirre, Jim Walker
Dispute Resolution - Don Harrer, Joe Mulders, Kevin Unger
Matching Grants - Jon Zicman

Front Sight Publication - Mury Harrer

Education - Randy Raymond

Membership - Bill Shele

Nominating - Don Harter, Kevin Unger, Joe Mulders
Programs - Roger Froling

Special Events - Kevin Unger, Tim Schafer, Scort Holmes, Jim
Walker, Randy Raymond, Mike Strope

Annual Awards Banguet/Fundraiser - Joe Mulders, Ably
Mulders, Don Harter, Mary Harrer, Bill Shelt, Tim Schafer, Mike
Srrope, Kevin Unger, Joanne Wirte, Larry Wiree

Outfitter Donations - Roser Froling, Kevin Linger
Shooting Sports - Tim Schafer

Humanitarian Services -
Handicapped Youth Hunt - Randy Ravmond
Sportsmen Against Hunger - Mike Strope
Veteran's Hunt - Bill Shelr, Randy Raymond

Public Relations - [im Walker

The Front Sight is the official publication of the Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International, keeping
club members informed about local club actvities, and
encouraging and detining good sportsmanship. The Front
Sight Magazine is published quarterly: January, April, July
and October. Distribution 400+

Check our own www.midmichigansci.org website for copies
of the Front Sight, listing of events, and fundraiser auction
items.

Please support our sponsors!. Call or write them for caralogs
and information on their products and services. Make sure

you tell them you saw their information in The Front Sight.
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SCI Mid-Michigan Chapter Meeting Schedule
*SUBIECT TOCHANGE
Dare Meeting Type e Location
Aungust 3, 2013 Roard/Budget 4:30 pom. Hirter's
Sun., Sepr. 8, 2013 Membership Trap Shoot 100 pom Camp Misery
Oxctober 7. 2013 Board 4:30 p.m. Comfort Inn
December 2, 2013 Board 430 pom Comfort Inn

Janwary 11, 2004 Roard 3:30 p.m. Camforr Inn
January 11, 2014 Big Buck Night 5:00 p-m Comiort Inn

February 3-8, 2014 [nrernational Convenrion Las Vegas

Febwrory 21-22, 2014 Chapter Convenrion Searing Eaple
Reservations required. Please call and leave a message at 989-560-7288

Page 2 i wwwsmidmichigansci.ong
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Your President - Kevin Unger

1 just got back from Washingron DC where we had a great board mieet-
ing wirth Cratg Kauftman tking office as our new president and Larry Hig:
gins selected as president elect,  Larry
will be the 9th SCI presidemt from
Michigan to serve as our national presi-
denr. T think that says a lor about the
passion Michigan has as hunters and
CONSETVATITISES.

I aleo had rhe pleasure we meer
with Pat and Naney Bollman and two
of their grandchildren on Capicol Hill
ar the office of Dave Camp. Dave was
on the floor bur we met with his aide.
Diave is always supporeive of hunting
ard oir gon righits,

We also had a great meoting with
K oni U the NRA, Never before have gun owns

win Ungexr ers been under attack as we are today.
We must work towether w protect our tights to hunt and bear arms. 1 you
know amvone that hunts and they are not o member of SCI ar the NRA,
tell them thae thisis the time o join. The anti-hunters are organized. We
must be, also,

Owr next fundmiser at the Soaring Eagle Casing in February 20014 will
b i the concert hndl, We have outgrown the 14,000 square foot room
and will be rerurming to the big room which is 42,000 square feer. We arc
looking forward toa great show. 1 you have any guestions, please give me
o call. Our next meening will be June 3 at 4:30 pm. ar the Comfort Inn in
Mt Plessant. This is a boarad meeting whicli is opet w the public. I you
wonld like to arrend, just give me o call. We will be tmking the month of
July off und rerurmning in August o ser our budget for the 2013/2014 vear

Editor's Message

In Apnl  we
hunted with Juhan
Pieterse in South
Adrica for my lon
plas several other
rrophies.  Harvest-
ing my lion com-
pleted my Adrican
Big Five, four of
which T have taken
with |P | ook my
elephanr with [van
Carter in Botswi-
. W went on

Marys Marco Polo in Tajikistan

o Botswana In May for the lase vear of elephant hunting with lvan Carrer
through Johan Calits Sataris so Don could shoot another elephant. He shot
a 70 pouncer.

While ar [P's in South Africa, he got word thar PH Erwin Koze from
Thormahlen and Cochran Safans had died on April 23 after being tampled
by an elephant in Namibia. He was the PH that artended our convention in
2012 and prior. We were so saddened ro hear of this loss. Many from Michi
gan have hunted witl him.

Daon gor home from Adrica juse in time w attend the International SCI
boord meeting in Whashingron DUC, where officers are dlected. We are so
proud that Larry Higgins, past president of our chaprer, was elected as Presi-
dent Elecr, Craig Kauffman from Pennsylvania is President, Paul Babaz from
Crevrgia 15 Treasuren, and Bruce Eavenson from Michigan 15 Secretary,

Leslic Holmes, daughter of our Chaprer Treasurer, Scort Holmes, has
been named Salutatorian of the Mt Pleasant Class of 2013, Congratlanons

are cercmnly in order /
SIS &Y
../"/I{/:.' ;;- ﬁ#:-ﬁ#’; ;

—r

Mid - Michigan Chapter Safari Club International * www.midmichigansci.org

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

I hereby apply for membership

FIRST

4 HOME

Check/Cash atiached 5

Fill out both muaifing sddreses as well as email. Please indicate by placing a X in (he appropriste box where vou would like to receive club correspondence.

LEan gl poossibile we wonbd lke o utibee sour coail sddeess for this pucpese, ]

STREET STREET
CITY STATE FALS CITY STATE, FALY
TELEFHONE TELEPHONE
MEMBERSHIP IMES{PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)
18 + I Year 5 65 National Dacs 520 Local Dues & 585
3 Years 5150 Mativnanl Dues 5 60 Laread Dhies = 2210
Life SLE00 National Dijes SN Local Dues = % |, 8
Over 60 S1250 Natlonal Dues S200 Local Dies = 5 1,550

Bill my eredil eard: VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER (PLEASE CIRCLE ©ONE)

MIDDLE LAST

EMAIL ADDRESS
J HUSINESS

CHREMT CARD NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE

FIRST FOR HUNTERS

NAME ONTHE CARD

APPLICANTS SIGNATURE SPONSORS NAME

Mid-Michigan S5C1
P.O. Box 486

DATE OF AFPLICATION

SPONSORS ADDRESS

Mt. Pleasant, M1 48804-0486

www,midmichizansci.org
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ok Revrews

by Josh Christensen

Title: BIG GAME HUNTING Copyright: Originally published
"l et b ] - g l- = |
IN CENTRAL AFRICA 930, copyrig

Author: William Buckley List Price: $15.95 (Hardcover)

Publisher: 5t. Martin's Press (Peter Capstick, Series Editor)

Big Game Hunting in Central Africa was an interesting read from a historical aspect as well as a
hunting aspect. In fact, this book seemed to be two different books in one. [t begins with rails of
an ivory hunter and ends with journeys of the author in his younger years discovering everything the
Dark Continent had o offer. '

. In the hunting chapters the author allows us to accompany him on many of his hunts through
the untamed lands of Africa where we are introduced to interesting tactics of hunting elephant in
the tall erass. 1 won't give everything away but it involves natives and a ladder. We also learn of 4
few brushes with death while hunting elephants, and one of these instances where Buckley's native
guides deserr him when facing an angry elephant and
tell the authorities he is dead when in fact he survives
virtually unscathed. Stories of hunting the Big 5 and
traveling with valuable ivory are also found within rthese

o pages. ]

= In the remaining chapters we learn that Buckley IN

. travels to Africa from Europe ar age 17 working ar the FR[CA
¥ Kimberly Diamond fields as well as a few other mines ==
alone the way, We also see how Europeans were given
large parcels of land ro work for very little money it any
at all, very similar to what happen in our country in

Oklahoma, and we ger to experience some of the Boer

wars where Buckley was a POW.

Overall this was an insightful read. 1 would say it
wasn t organized rhe best (it wasn'r chronological), bur
1f you enjoy history and how hunting was at the turn
of the century you may find this book worth your
time.

Buckley

This book gets 8 out of 10 bullseyes.

X rrr

Pize 4 = wavwnmidmichigansciorg
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AWARDS PROGRAM
Mip MicHiGAN CHAPTER SCI

By Joanne Witte, Awards Chairperson

Please see the following pages for the list of All-Time Winners for the Mid-Michigan chapter of SCI. The list
denotes the top scoring animal for each species in our Cumulative Record Book. It was updated in February 2013
after our Hunter’s Convention at the Soaring Eagle Casino. It includes animals taken up to December 1, 2012.

Check out our website! You will find the updated version of our Cumulative Record Book.
Our deadline for score sheet entries for the 2014 Awards Program is:
DECEMBER 1, 2013

Animals taken between December 1, 2011 and December 1, 2013 are eligible for the awards competition. Remember,
you must be a member of our local chapter when you took the animal to enter it in the awards competition.
However, once you are a member, any animal taken in the past is eligible for entry into the Cumulative Record
Book.

If you have youth hunters they do not have to be members to be recognized at the Hunter’s Convention. Please
send me score sheets for their animals so [ will
know who to honor at the Awards Program.
Youth hunters are children under the age of
17.

Mail score sheets to me at:

loanne Witte
11219 Birch Park Drive
Stanwood, M1 49346

If you have questions I can be reached at home
at 231-796-4927 or on my cell phone, 231-
250-5528.

Good Hunting!

wwwmid michigamsclong gt Page 5



AWARDS INFORMATION
MID-MICHIGAN CHAPTER SCI

By Joanne Witte Awards Chatrperson
1 thought you might be curious about who our all-time leaders are for each species recorded in our Record Book.. Each
year after the Hunrer's Convention [ list the all- time leaders. [n some cases the hunter changes and in some cases the hunter
remains the same for many vears. It is interesting to note that for some more common animals the all-time leader was taken
many years ago. My theory is that the country is no longer producing huge animals in some categories.

AFRICA

Furest Sli'ritl:nnp:.'.l 1997 Dravad Petrelly 6244
Abyssininn Bushbuck 2008 Lavrry Hipwin 35 12/16 {;ﬁﬁhl;:rﬁ?trf :g:r'; %,zﬂkﬁ:r] 3‘*3{:;:1,
m.”_':““ ":,l"'_":“h %ﬂﬂ't Tim 1;",1:""'{' 13 10/16 Harnessed Bushbuck 11 Larry Hizeins 3354
African Civit 2011 Larry Higgins Y1071 Harvey Red Duiker 2000 Roger Card 13 12/16
Adrican Elephant 2004 Jetirey Chaulk 144 142 Hippopotamus 2008 Mary Hurrer 1. 2/16
Alrican Leopard 1993 Dravie Perrella 171216 Hyena (Spored) 1996 Diavid Perrell I8 5/16
Alican 4o 2005 Michael Moir 27 Kafue Flats Lechwe 2008 Lamy Higge 8628
Amcan Liom alaka Pl:l!l!i!l T 'JJ'
(South Africannd Namibin) 1982 Roger Cand 2713716 ﬁ:::::m (_w._t (RSA) E%? 'Eil:ﬂ ﬂmsé;.r& 31 ;f-g
African Wildcar : Larry Higin 1.5/16 K:ll'.lt‘lill‘i‘siﬂlm:.’.hik 2004 Moryanne Belyen 4658
Barbary Sheep (Aoudad) 2011 Larry Higgims 87 Kick Dik-Dik 1005 Jeff Chiaulk 10 B/16
Bates Pyemy Antelope 2007 Lairry Higzins 412016 Klipspringer 'iwz Terry Braden 15 216
Bay Duiker 2007 Loy, Hijggins' 11 10/16 Lefwel Hitrebeass 1001 David Petrelln 66 7/8
Beisy Ohryx 1989 Roger Card 86 5/ Lesser Kudu 1993 Pur Ballmuimn (%]
Black Faced Impala 2005 Jetfrey Chaulk 3928 Lichtenstein Horthbesss 2011 Mary Harter B8 1/4
Black I:cc]Lw'u 2008 Larry Hipzins 60.5/8 Limpopa Bushbuck oz Brad Eldred 46 718
Black Springbok 2005 Larry Higsins 41 4/ Livingstone Eland 2003 Laurry Higging 107 5/8
Black Wildebeest 2004 J".-!.url,*:mhr Belyes 94 z.fﬁ Livingstone Suni 1005 Jason Pareore 11 816
Bleshok 1963 Sid Smith 48 7/8 Meneliks Bushbuck 1991 Roger Card 35
Blesbok _ 2004 Tim Benrley 48 78 Mountain Nyila T008 Larry Higmine 97 5/
Blue Duiker 2003 Larry Higgims 766 Natal Red Duiket 2001 Phil Seybert 12 1/8
Blue Wildebeest 2000 Gerald Schave 85 4/8 Nenmann Hartebeest 1954 Pat Bollman 55 68
Bontebok 008 Terry Braden 43 5‘3 Migerian Bobior Reedbuck 1000 Lurry Fliggins 16638
Brevwn Hyena 2009 Jermne jﬁir'lrbt l{r 6/16 Nile Buffalo 2000 Larry Higgins 93 1/8
u."""l"i"lﬁ " %{}00 Roger Card 17 EE"{G Nile Bushbuck 2000 Larry Higgins 41
Cape Buffalo 2007 Terry Braden 121 2/ Nile Crocodile 2000 Jeffrey Chaulk 14 10 12"
Cape F}u:hhurlc 1998 ,] im Torpey 4%,~.r'llh ! Noxthears Cletemil 1991 Rower Card 36 78
Cape Eland 2008 Terry Braden 107 38 Northern Grane Gazelle 1989  Roger Card 63 4/8
Cape Gryshok 2003 Larry Higzins 1190/16 Myaga Wildebeast 1095 Jan Keeley 88 4,9
{:'.1.]'\1: H:‘ll'ﬂ.‘lmﬂ :‘.I-L‘ﬂt |";|l' Brenman :1 i.-’h' Orikl .ECNH L..I.I"l'lr' I'Ij-'l-".HiI'I-‘- 16 ‘!'."lﬂ
Caragil 2003 Larry Higaing 9 3/16 Perers Duiker 2009 Larry Figgins 141216
Central African Giant Elind 2 Roger Card 1267/ Pulet 2004 Larry Higgins =0 74
Ceneral Afnican Kob 2011 Roger Card 46 416 Red: flanked Duikes 1011 Roger Card 13 2/16
Chinler Mountain Reedbuck 2008 Lorry Higging 11478 Red Lechwe 000 JefeyChanlk 7078
Chobe Bushbuck 1004 Douglas Chapin =~ 49 Red River Hog 7100| Dt Perrells 11 816
{_:ukv Hurtebeest 159495 Il‘:cn Keeley Q‘l‘ EFi Roberts Glazelle 1008 Lurry Hizpins 56-4/4
Common Nyala 1999 Tim Huuck 1748 Roosevelt Sable Antelope {906 David Petealliy {36 6%
Common Reedbuck 2004 Cwien Eldried 8498 Sl D1k 3008 Larry Higzins 8.10/16
Common Sable Antelope 1951 Far Bollman L0445 st : 2011 Larry Witte a /16
Common Waterbuck 2007 Mary Harrer 87 LB Sharpe Gryshok 1988 Diivid Pl 112716
{:“i"]'-‘-“ 5;1;::111]11&: 2008 Lty I']_‘l'l'-'gm" i3 ;:’B Sing-Swnyg Warerbuck 2011 Larry Higgins =
Cookson Wildebeest 1997 Riger Card T Soetnicfiith Cailll 1901 Regee Card Jel
L el E"‘_l‘"l'_l‘ 1991 Par B'”",“T““ 9 Soutly African Springhok 1981 Risger Card 43 4/8
Cordeaux Dik-dik 1991 Roger Card 9 Southern Bush Dhuiker 2004 hwen Eldred 16 416
Crawshay Defassa Warerbuck 2008 Larry Higans 69 Southern Gerennik 2004 Larry Higing 4238
Dyamern I"'ik-l_"‘?k 2008 Lurry Higgirs CRERRS SuilernCant Casalle 2004 Larry Higgins 67
Damara Dik-Dik 2005 Tim Torpey 91116 Southern CGrearer Kudu 2000 Scorr Holmes 140 6/8
Dwarf Forest Buftalo 2001 Dravid Perrefto 1428 Sauchern lmpsils 2008 Litrey Siwiels 6238
East African Susibiic R 2008, | Larry Higgits 46343 Southern Mountain Reedbuck 2003 Roger Brown 15 7/8
East African Bush Duiker 2 Lurry Higeins 15 5116 Soihecn Mountali Reedbock - 2007 Jim Maciarek 157/
East "“"’?‘?" Defassa - o i Southern Ronn Anvelope 2008 Jounne Witte i3
Waterbuck 2004 Larry Higgins 713/8 Southern White Rhinoceras 2009 Joe Janicke 102 5/8
Eust African Elind 1994 David Perrelly 104 58 Srectibol 1007 O T 15 916
Enst Adrican Cireater Kudu. 2004 Larry Hipgins 124 Thompson Gazelle 2004 Lurry Higging 17 4/8
Enst African lmpala 2008 Larry Higzms po s Tiafo 1980 Pat ﬁ-‘-”m:ln. 57 70/8
East African Roan Antelope 2002 Jefirey Chaulk i Topi 2002 Jetfrey Chaulk 21 479
East Alrican Sitatunga 2011 Mary Harver o4 Thessohie 1003 Larry Higgins 4820
Enst Afnican Suni 2008 Lurry Higsnins 814716 ; " AT T T
Eastern Bohor Reedbuck 2004 Lirry HlEim 20 Usin Fab A c i 20,910
Eastern Cape Grear Kuwdu 1998 Tim Torpey 128
European Fallow Deer 2009 Joanne Witte |74 7/8

Page &
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Wil Rhebaok
Wirthog

West African Savanna Butfalo

Western Bongo
Wesatern Bush Duike:
Western Harteheest
Western Kol

Western Mountain Reedbuck

Western Roan Antelope
White Bearded Wildeheest
White Bleshak

White Springbok

Zumbezi Sitatungs

ASIA

-

Aterhan Urial

Aldtal Arpall

Anarolian Chamots
Bezoar Thex

Blanfiord Ulrial
Caucnsion Chamos
Chinese Blie Sheep
Chukotka Moose
Dweart Blue Sheep

East Caucasinn Tur
Eurnstan Wil Boaj
Feral Yak

Croli Argal

Grohi Thex

Ciray Wol)

Hangai Argali

Helan M. Blie Sheep
Hillier Goitered Gazelle
Himalayan Blue Sheep
Himalayan lbex
kKamchatka Brown Bear
Kamchatks Soow Sheep
Kolyma Snow Sheep
Konya Mouflon

koryak Snow Sheep
Maural Stag

Marco Polo Argali
Mid-Astan Thex

Mid- Caucasian T
MUl-Enstern Red Stag
Mongolian Gazelle
Memnut [bex

Okhotsk Snow Sheep
Persion Gontered Gazelle
Philippine Warey Pig
Punjuls Ulriul

Servetzov Argali
Silwerian hex

Sindh Ibex

Tibetan Guazelle
lroms-Caspiom Llnnl Sheep
Warer Buftulo

West Cancasian Tur
Yokutia Snow Sheep

EUROPE

Aldpine Chuniols
Alpine Ibex

Balkan Chimots
Balerean G
Barhory Sheep
Beceite [hex
Contabrian Chamais
Carpathian Chamaos
Evrasian Brown Bear
Eutrasian Feral Boar

www,midmichigansci.org

1998
2008
2001
1997
1009
1998
1998
1998
2001
2004
2007
2005
2008

2003
2004
3008
2006
2004
2007
2002
2002
2006

1005
2003
2001
1002
2002
2004
2006
2005
2006
2004
002
1002
2007
2006
1007
2008
2007
1004
2007
2011
002

1998
2009
1005
1003
2002
1004
001
1998
009
007
o0y

2008
2005
2005
0l
2008
2002
008
1005
19as
2006

T

Tim Torpey
Crdl Dawson
David Perrella
Dravid Petrelln
Larry Higgins
Pravid Petrelln
David Petrella
David Petrelln
Diavid Petrella
Larry Higeins
Bill Shelt
Jason Parror
Lurry Higgins

T

Lurry Higsing
Dravid Petrella
Boger Card

Larry Higzing
Larry Higgins:
David Perrell
Larry Higgine
Larry Hipeins
Larry Higgins
Larry Higwins
Dravied Petrelln
Romer Card

Larry Higgihs
Prawid Petrelli
Dravid Perrellia
Drawtd Perrelln
Latry Hipgine
Roger Card

Larry Higzing
Librry Higmins
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Uil Perrella
Larry Higging
Larry Higgims
Rower Cand

Rewer Cind

Dravid Perrella
Lurry Higgine
Larry Higgins

David Perrells

Larry Hipzins
Larry Hipgins
Larry Higgins
Reger Cand

Lurry Hipmins
Larry Higgins
David Perrells
Lurry Hipgins
Cravid Petrella
Larry Higains
Rower Cand

i Perrelli
Larry Higging

Rinrer Cord
Bavid Perrella
Dhivid Petrelln
Larry Higgrins
Rower Card
David Petrelln
Bowger Cand
[ravid Perrella
Tim Hanck
Rower Cand

-

1028
39
71548
A4 1%
K 86
69 18
56 475
13 10/16
82218
85 7%
4554
T 18
6l 68

11948
235514
a7
107.3/8
117 48
478
11928
479°5/8
7348
150 6/8
21116
7838
201 68
06 58
13 86
22558
11478
31678
LIT6/8
86 48
26 6/16
174
147 7/8
125 5/3
140 6/8
223318
20168
10914
14] 2/8
26518
it o8
04 1/8
140
bbb
T 26
13028
14338
1128
0} 7R
33508
146 48
103648
144 7/8
146

2458
101278
2568
30 AR
121 1/8
8445
0x8
28

22 M6
14 68

CATEGORY DATE TAKEN _ HUNTER SCORE

European Fallow Deer
Ewropean Golden Jackal
European Gray Wolf
European Moutlon
Enropean Bed Deer
European Roe Deer
Feral Cioat

Ciredos Thex

Howr Deer

Japanese Sika Peer
Manchurtan Stk Deut
Pere David Deéer
Pyrenean Chamuis
Reeves Muntjae
Rondo Mex

Seortish Red Deer
SIE. Spanish Thex
Spanish Red Dect
Warer Deer

Wl Phescir

NORTH AMERICA INTRODUCED
CATEGORY  DATETAKEN HUNTER  SCORE

Acldine

Anudad (Barkary Sheep)
Aamnenian Mowflon Sheep
Axis Déer (Non-typical)
Asis Deer (Typical) Estate

2007 Larry Higgins 154
2012 Luarry Higgins 9 12/16
2012 Lary Higgins 14216
2012 Larry Higgins 124 7/8
1993 Bower Carnd 199
1994 Ken Lehman, Se 55148
2009 Larry Higgins 7368
2002 Drivied Petrella 78648
2009 Larry Higgins 98 7178
2008 Bower Card 128 7/8
2008 Rawger Carcd 17678
1993 Roger Card 218778
2005 Larry Higgnrs 2514
1993} Rowger Cand 18 3/16
2006 Roger Card 67 5/8

[ 983 Ken Lehman, 5 262 44
2005 Larry Higgins 7958
2009 Larry Higgins 27658
{204 Bob Bohn 9

2009 Larry Higgins 24916

1993
2004
2008
2006
2008

Axis Deer (Typical) Free Range 2009

Batnsingha

Barharpsa (Manmo Ram)
Bezoar [hex

Blickbuck

Blirck Sheep (Hawaiion)
Corshean Sheep

Dapn Cazille

Eland _

European Fallow Dieei
European Moutlon Sheep
Ferl Bonr

Feral Goat (Cataling)
Ferul Sheep

Lremshak

Hing Deex

Hybrid Thex

Markhor

Multi-Homed Sheep
Milgai

Nubian bex

Pere Dhavid Dieer

Red Peer

Red Sheep franion
Reeves Muntjac
Beindeer

Roosevel Elk
Scimitar-Hormed

Oy Free Rimge
Seimitar-hormed Orvx
Stka Deer (NonsTypical)
Siku Deer (Typlcal)
Sitatunga

Texas Dall

Waterbuck

Waer Bufialo

Wharusi

Yal

2000
1997
1997
2005
2000
2005
2003
2002
2000
1996
2007
T
2012
2004
{997
1999
2001
2004
1599
1995
|999
2003
1996
997
1998
2006

2008
2008
2005
2006
2004
2003
2002
2006
2003
1900

NORTH AMERICA

Alaska Brown Bear
Adaska Yukon Barren

nﬁimund Caribaon
s

- —

2007

Jun-05

Brad Eldred
Pantil Speticer
Boyper Card
Brad Eldred
Larry Witte
Janne Witte
Larry Higgins
Sylvia Becker
Latry Hipgine

Lawrence Witte

“Tim Torpey
“Tim Beckes
Tim Becker
Brad Elclred
Jeft Sacken
Tim Becker

Randy Raymond

Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Tim Becker
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Latry Higgins
Tim Becker
Larry Higgins
Larry Higgins
Rower Froline
Cralg Chapman

Jett Sacken
Bill Shel
Ty Becker
Broad Elchred
Tim Becker
Davied Gloss
Tim Beckes
Larry Higeins
Roger Card
Doy Heeter

Teft Chanlk

Pat Besllman

2318
|46 38
11648
157 3/8
152 3/8
14538
156 6/8
154 68
9] 4/4
038
126 3/8
144 48
36 3/8
44 4/5
254 1/8
134 38
22 8/16
g

111 1/8
o0 178
63

98 1/8
90 5/
11638
348
98 18
27118
286 1/8
131358
1074
420
168 68

9418
95

109 7/8
Gl

147 2/8
47 2/8
104 &/8
115148
791/

29 76

1678
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Alaska Yukon Meese
American Alliganior
American Bison
American Mountain Goar
Arcric Islands Caribou
Arlanric Walrus

Barrern Cirotnd Muskos
Babcat

California Fighorn Sheep
Carada Lynx

Central Americuin
Whiretnil Deer

Central Canadis Barren
Ground Caribou

Coastal {stand)Black Bear
Collard Peccary
Cobambin Blackiail Deer
Columbin Bluckenil Deer
Non-Typical)

Cobumbia Whitetall Deet
{ Typcal)

Colmmbia Whitetall Deer
(MNon-Typ)

Commen Gnzzly Bem
Conrinenral (Inbangd)
Black Bear

Cones Whitetoll Deer
Canggr

Congrr

Coungar

Dl Sheep

Dresert Bighom Sheep

Desert Mulbe Deer Non Typical

Desert Mule Deer Typical
Eastern Canada Moose

Eastern Turkey Multiple Beards

Eastern Turkey

Gionld's Turkew

Ciray Waolf

Cireenland Muskox

Jaguar

Merrinm's Turkey

Mexicon Whitetml Dieer
Typical

Micl-Western Whitetnil Deer
(MNom-Typical)

Micl-Western Whirernil Deer
{ Typical)

Muowmntain Caribou
Martheastern Whirtetad Deer
NenTyp.FR

Mortheastern Whiretail
Cteer Typ FR

Nerthenstern Whiterail Deer
Mo T, Ese

Morcheastern Whitetail
Preer Ty, Eat

Northwestern Whiterail
Dreer Typical

Oeellared Turkey

Oscealn Turkey

Polar Bear

Promghom
Duebec-Labradior Caribou
Red Brocker Deer

Rio Grande Turkey

Rocky Mountain Bighom
Sheep

Roxcky Mouniain Elk
MNon-Typical

Rocky Mountmn Elk
Typical Free Range

Rocky Mountain Elk
Typical Estare

Rocky Mountain Mule Deer
Non-Typical

Rocky Mountam Mule Deer

Page B

1999

2002
2003
2002
1993
010
|97
2010
2004
| 94

2000

1995
2002
|9a2
1994

2004
2007
2007

g

-

2007
2008
1998
1985
000
{980
1985
1993
{997
| 964
2008
2008
2007
| 988
1995
1986
2004

2007

2008
1980

2005
2010
2007
985
2003
2011
2009
2006
1993
2001
2001
2000
2007
1986
2005
1001

2005

Db Coel
Edward Perers
Cilenn Belyea
Jeftiey Sackent
Larry Higeins
Roger Card
[ Perrella
Joanneg Wiite
Larry Higgins
Drawricl Petrellis

Larry Higgins

Seth Howrman
Jeffrey Chuulk
Hurvey Pfeiffer
David Perrelli

Tim Torpey:
Ohwen Eldred

Corey Hyde
Dhavidd Rusehy

Rendy Raymond

Cllerm Belyen
Terry Briclen
Bob Doerr

Parrick Brerman

M. Wemetie
Par Bollman
Db Camed
Larry Higzing
Roer Card
Marty Sheridan
Anthony L
Roger Card
Roger Cand
Dravicl Petrella
Roger Card

Maryunne Belyea

[ebra Card
Diana Hodges

Tim Torpey
Gl Hisgson

Ramdly Raymdmid

Kenth Davis
Tim Becker
Par Bellrvsaany
Roberr Davis
Tt Witte
Cllerm Belyen
Jeft Chaulk

Rom Mohnke
Murk Pellerito

Rl
Larry Higgms
Giale Hixson
Jeff Chaulk
B Elddred

Jeffrey Clhaulk

738
1M 1EY?
7318
i1

345 68
09 o8
&7

910716
l63 I/H
2 8/16

H5 1k

462 48
FA i 1]
15

[40 18

149 7/8
103 1/

£33
6 216

21 616
10058
I5

5

15

168 68
181 1/8
145 5/
199 418
o
67 12716
50
3
7 516
7958
16

25 4/16

L1+ 68
207 318

168 54
420 3/8

27018
(703N
31328
18174
o9 44
o 14/16
61 g6
% 14/16
B4 TE
439 1/
L 416
46 &6
tS1 1M
453

182 7/8
424178

21548

Typical

Roswervelr Elk

Roosevelr Elk Sanea

Rassa lsland

Shiras Moosi

Sitka Blackeail Deer
Southessiern Whitetall Deer
Tip FR

Sourheastern Whirerail
Deer Typ Est

St Sheep

Texas Whirerail Deer Typeal
Free Runge

Texos Whiretadl Deer
Mim-Typ Estare

Texas Whiterall Deer

Typical Estate

Tule Elk

Weatern Canada Moose
White Lipped Peccary
Wilvenne

Wiodland Bison Free Rimge
Woodland Caribou

Yucaran Groy-Brown
Brocket Deer

07

1506
1999
2008
2001
2005

1999
2004

1999

2006

2001
006

2004

2001

1991
2006
2003

2005

SDUTH AMERICA

Mitrilviy Parr 204 6/8
Larry Higgins 297 68
Terry Braden 350
Steven Bair 25068
Brad Eldred 114
Rowrer Card 130 28
Larry Higgins 121 1/8
Jelirey Chaulk 17618
Larry Higgins 151 5/8
Tum Becker 159
Tini Becker 154 1/8
Renger Card 28338
Keith Divis 553 4/8
Larry Higgins 15 15/16
Drvad Peeeellu 10 816
DPivid Peerella 66 4/8
Tt Torpey 126 678
Larry Higigine 16 906

Axis U'cer

i Dece Non-Typlenl
Blackbutk

Brown Brosket Decr

o

Collared Peccary
Eurapean Fallow Deer
European Muuflon Sheep
Feral Boar

Feral Gt

Cirny-Brown Bmclm Dleer
Hybrid Sheep

Mulei- Hm‘nnd Sheep
Pl

Red Brocket Deer

Red Deer

Water Buffuls
WhitesLipped Peccory
White-Lipped Peccary

SOUTH PACIFIC

Arapawa Ram

Asis Deer

Banteng

Blackbuck

Chumois

European Fallow Dger
Feml Boar

Ferul Bull

Feral Goor

Feral Sheep
Himitlayan Tahr
Himulayun Thhe

Hog Deer

Muloeecan Rusa Deer:
Red Deer

Rusa Dier Juvian Non Typ
Rusa Deer Javan Typ
Sanibar

Scrub Bull

Sk Deer

South Macific Turkey
Wapat - MNon Typicul
Wapira - Typical
Warer Buftalo
Whiteradl Dueer

2011
2008
1988
2003
2005
2007
1995

011
2011

Stove Dickerma 136

Rower Ciird 152 3%
Steve Diekenni 73:2/8
Loy, Higgine 14
Roger Curd 16 1716
Terry Braden la 416
Larry Higgins 241 68
Rﬂﬂﬂi::lrd 95 1;‘3
Terry Braden 26 15/16
Lorry Smith T4 LB
Terry Braden 15 10716
Larry Higgins 16018
Ly Higging 985/
Larry Higgrins 13 12/16
Larry Higgins 14 13/16
Liseryt Higgsting 325 4/8
Sieve Digkenn 05 7/8
Terry Braden 17 38
Teerry Braden 17-6/16
Bill Shelr 121 6/
Lairry Higgins 121
Resper Cord il 68
Man Riley 69 38
Terry Braden 28 6
Miry Haiter 233 6/8
Roger Card 258:2/16
Kedth Davis T0-6/16
Keitl Divis 2018
Joe Jamcks I 116
Roger Card +4 45
Luery Higgins 44 448
Roger Card 7138
Larry Higgins 131 45
Jetf Sackert 427 18
Tom Becker I'ErI 5/%
Larry Higgins 15358
Mary Harcer 14028
Larry Higgine (]|
Miry Harter 161 58
Jush Christensenn 41 5/8
Keith Dhivs 4149
Nick Johsion "I 4m
Larry Higgins 101 45
Roger Card 1336

www.midmichigansci.org
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FR#NT SIGHT
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to our many contributors

Fund Raising Sponsors - Major Contributors

) \& Bandit

perab S INDUSTRIES, INC.
peeetrating () vears:

Jay's Sporting Goods
Bandit Industries, Jerry Morey
$1,000 Platinum Sponsorship

Jon Zieman « The Wildlife Gallery, Inc
Robert Long, Summit Petroleum Corporation
Steve Galgoczi / Doug Clark of Quality Custom Screen Company
Custom Homes and Woodworking by Tim Schafer

$500 Gold Sponsorship
D & L. CHB, LLC (Chicago Brokerage House)
Don and Mary Harter
Custom Heating and Plumbing, Inc., Dan Rons
Jeff Harrison - Burch Tank and Truck

$250 Silver Sponsorship
L J's Kitchens » Ron and Mary Browning
T A Builders, Inc. of Edmore, Troy Alexander
Matt Esch of Dewitt Lumber « Mike Strope Custom Builder
Mr. Chips, Inc., Joseph Janicke
A. E. Brown Construction, LLC « Larry and Joanne Witte
Kris and Kim Duflo of Ironwood Farms, LLC
Chris Manthei « Brian Rockafellow - Liquipak Corp.
Bill Hauck Painting « Low's Trophy Whitetails
Dr. James Seals of Pleasant Optics
Pat's Auto, Inc,, Patrick Brennan
Red Pine Whitetails, Larry and Cindy Higgins

$100 Bronze Sponsorship
George Agin « Roger Card « Tim and Charity Torpey
Gary Tilmann of Tilmann Hardware
Todd Harter of Ameriprise Financial Services
Jim Stender of American Vault Service
Larry W. and Sue Ellen Smith
Valley Travel of Mt. Pleasant, LTD
Bob Mills of Pine Hill Club, Inc.
Jack Card « Bob Lackie « Tim and Lana Tipton
Suzi Biebol-Wilt / Rob Wilt « Crapo Agency of Mt. Pleasant
Terry Woodbury » Bob Lackie « George Fussman

Many thanks to the members/businesses who donated funds that
went directly to help defray the costs of this event.

sct
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i Donor Jerry
I Morey admiring
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FR#NT SIGHT
Honoring our Veterans
at our Convention

Eartiest Enlisted (1945) Veteran
Jack Feightner - 85 years old
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FR#NT SIGHT

Florida Gator Adventure

By Mike "Mac" MacEachron
Sitting at the Gerald R Ford International Airport with my
son Michael an announcement comes over the loudspeaker
that "there will be a delay to your flight due to mechani-
cal problems with your plane”. Hmmm...if that doesn't test
your sanity about flying with this airline, | don't know what
willl But “there is a replacement plane being

flown up from Florida to replace the
plane with mechanical problems”. How kind.

So 1 make a couple of telephone calls to explain our pre-
dicament to everyone then try to relax over complimentary
drinks and treats.

We arrive safely in Orlando, Florida and a friend of mine,
Ken, is waiting to pick us up.

50 now we are in Orlando. What does one do with three
Floridians, two airboats, headlamps and a crossbow? If you
guessed Universal Studios, you are wrong! Ken, Michael
and | would be hunting American alligators with Grayson
Padrick from Central Florida Trophy Hunts with help from
two of his friends, Jerry and Bob.

First things first. We checked into our hotel and unload-
ed our gear. We then gave Grayson a call to let him know we
finally made it and what would he like us to do.

Gator hunting is done at night (depending on where you
are hunting) so he said grab a bite to eat for dinner and gave
us directions where to meet. About two hours before dark
we mel Grayson and followed him to our hunting destina-
tion where Jerry and Bob were ready with the airboats.

Grayson explained how the hunt would be conducted.
We would head off into the swamp. In the swamp the guides
would use the headlamps to look for eves of the gators. We

Page 16

would be using crossbows on the hunt so Grayson went over
how to use them and where to aim on the gator.

Since none of us had ever used a crossbow we each took a
couple of practice shots. We wanted to make sure we knew
what we were doing during this unique experience.

Grayson went on to explain when approaching a gator he
would make the call to shoot or not ta shoot. We were after
trophy gators, 10 feet or larger.

So as the sun set Jerry gave us headsets for ear protection.
We quickly found out why. When the airboat started up,
WOW! [ forget what Jerry said the horsepower was on the
boats but they were loud.

wewimidmichigansciorg
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Ken was up first so he jumped in Grayson's airboat with Bob.
Michael and I jumped in Jerry’s boat.

As we entered the swamp it was a mixture of open water,
chanmels, some high ground with a few trees, high saw grass
and swamp as far as one could see. I'm glad we had guides.
With all the channels leading from one pond to another it
would be easy to get turned around. Throw in the fact it's
dark and full of gators, it is why you hire a professional who
knows the swamps like the back of his hand.

When we slowed down to start spotlighting for eyes |
asked Jerry what exactly we were looking for and how would
we know if it was a trophy gator. Jerry explained the guys
scout areas just as we would scout an area for whitetails.
We would head to areas that they knew where trophy sized
gators lived. As they came to these areas they would slow
down and shine the area looking for the giant reptiles on the
banks or looks for eyes in the water. Jerry said when looking
for eyes they look for distance between the eyes to indicate
trophy size.

Another method would be to hunt an area with known
trophy sized gators and try calling. The calls sound like baby
gators. The big gators come to the sound looking for an easy
meal. It was really cool to see this method used. Imagine
sitting in a boat and having multiple gators swimming your
way and end up right next to the boat. You could touch
them if you dared. | passed!

Grayson slowed down in a spot where he knew a 12 foot
gator had been hanging out. True to form, the guys found
the big gator and slowly made their way towards the giant
reptile. Before Ken could geta shot the big gator submerged.
So Grayson turned the boat off and tried calling. We stayed
back 50 yards and watched the guys' lamp the area. Twenty
minutes later we found the big guy and again slowly tried to
get in range for a shot. I saw Ken lift the crossbow and just
as he was about to shoot the gator caught the movement and
went under again leaving a wake that rocked Grayson’s boat.

We gave it another half hour and Grayson decided to try
another area. He had us stay back and see if the gator would
come back up. We saw lots of eyes but no big buck gator.
Jerry noticed Grayson's headlamp flickering in the distance
and said hang on. Jerry said they probably had shot one.

As we approached the guys, sure enough, Ken had shot
and had a big gator on the line. He explained they had seen
the gator’s eyes and Grayson said it was a good one. Ken
later said he was amazed how Grayson could tell the differ-
ence among all the eves they had seen. They were able to
approach within ten yards and Ken's shot was on the mark.

With the shot the arrow penetrated the gator’s hide and
the special broadhead’s prongs expand once it enters. The
arrow has a string attached to it and the string has a buoy
attached to it.

When we got closer to their boat Grayson was slowly pull-
ing the gator to the boat. In the meantime Bob explained
to us how to use a bang stick and where to hit the gator in
the head with it. The bang stick is a 6 foot rod that holds a
357 magnum cartridge. When you hit the gator it expels the

bullet into the gator to finish it off.

After fighting the gator for about a half hour, Grayson
was able to position the gator’s head for Ken to use the bang
stick. It was a cool experience to watch. Gator number |
was in the boat coming in at 10" 77 To say Ken was excited
would be an understatement.

Michael was up next so he traded places with Ken in
Graysons boat and oft into the swamp they went. Ken said
they had seen over 50 gators and this was one of the coolest
things he had ever done.

Michael wasn't gone twenty minutes when we saw lights
flickering so off we went. As we approached Michael was ec-
static, He said the giant gator was in a thicket when Grayson
spotted him. So they slowly approached looking for a shot.
They tried to call the gator out but he wouldn't budge. So
they moved a little closer and found an opening and tried a
shot. We all sat there and waited for the buoy to move but
nothing happened. We thought maybe he had missed. Fi-
nally Grayson started pulling on the string and he said that
it felt like there was something on the arrow. So he pulled
harder and was able to make some headway on the string,
Well, come to find out, Michael’s shot had actually killed the

continued on page 18
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Gator Adventure ...

gator. That explained why there was no movement and Grayson was pulling dead weight. Just to make sure Bob still had
Michael get ready with the bang stick. When Grayson was finally able to get the gator’s head up to the boat, we were all yell-
ing. Wow! The head was huge! Grayson said to hit him just for safetys sake. It took four guys to pull the gator into the boat
The gator was 11'3" and weighed in around 350 pounds. So after some handshaking, back slapping and picture taking it was
my turn.

It was getting late so we slowly started making our way back towards the landing. We would try following up on some of
the gators we had passed on and try some new ponds. It was amazing how many gators we had seen that night. Bob esti-
mated around 400 gators.

Grayson said “There’s a good one”. Tell you what, I have hunted around the world but this really got my heart pounding.
This was a whole different type of hunting then | have ever experienced. Hunting at night, using a light, never using a cross-
bow, and hunting a dangerous reptile was unique.

As we approached the gator 1 raised the crossbow and

was amazed at how well you could see through the scope
using the headlamps. At 15 yards 1 squeezed the trig-
ger and connected on this 11 foot gator. The line and
buoy went flying out. We gave it some time and then ap-
proached the buoy. Grayson grabbed the line and slow-
ing handled the string coaxing the gator into position
for me to bang stick him.

What an experience! Grayson asked if we would be
interested in going out the next night, He had 60 more
tags to fill. If he doesn't fill allotment, he loses them the
tollowing vear. So Michael and 1 said sure. Grayson

anted to hunt a different swamp. We culled 8 more
gators.

50 for a unique experience try gator hunting in Flor-
ida. Grayson also has hog hunts and Osceola turkey
hunts. Hmmm....Osceola turkey hunt....

wwsmidmishigansiarg



Veteran’s Pheasant Hunt

by Randy Raymond

Organizing this hunt for the disabled vets was an honor for
Bill Shelt and me. The hunt was located at Tails A Waggin'
Acres Hunting Preserve and took place on September 24, 2012,
This preserve is owned and operated by Chuck and Joan Con-
nel. You can find more information about their preserve if you
go to www.preservehunt.com. The preserve is located at 18319
50th Ave., Marion, Michigan 49665.

The hunt started out on a beautiful fall morning. There was
some wind to make things a little more interesting,. Chuck
and his crew placed seven pheasants out in the fields for each
hunter. Roosters and hens were fast flying targets for our huni-
ers. Lots of jokes went on from Gene Brandon about life and
shooting. Each group of hunters had their own personal guide
with excellent gun dogs. Tim Stein with his German shorthair —_—
pointers was our personal guide. Speed is a three year old male ! Chagter |
and Libby, an eight year old female, The other group was guid-
ed by Nels Nichols with his Brittney female, Lady. All three
dogs are some of the best.

Hunting in our group was Teal Saylor, 55G, US. Army,
Leonard Jenkins, Air Force, Jim Johnston, Air Force - 1S,
Army, Reiny Eurich, US. Army, Leonard Eaton, U.S. Army,
Gene Brandon, US. Army, and Ed Pekarek, Air Force. Leon-
ard and Gene served together in the Korean War, All of these
men served our country and are proud Americans. Their |
ages ranged from forty vears to mid eighties. As the morning :
turned into noon time the wind had picked up into a steady, s+ Man Unkaown, Wﬂkﬂﬁﬁﬂr Jim
s.'ltrnlng cr:m_ﬁ winld: ;_{]hiﬁ n:]aFIe shtm]tingkvcrly thtiJ'Tsl'[ing to sz:y \]ohﬂs-iun, MB,M} Gﬂf‘j BI’MJ«GI"I.- TM‘
the least. These birds are flying at chucks place. This property - .
has become one of the best phfxsmn habitats there is. 'Ihq:}i'aunt Smd'w’ Leonard Taton and Ryﬂﬂ Carich
was filled with lots of jokes and laughter. There was side by side
off road vehicles donated for those who needed a ride around
the fields. Some came from Lakeside Motor Sports and some
from Voelker Implements. There was Gary Brandon’s Polaris
Ranger and Bob Garner’s Gator. A big thanks to all who do-
nated off road vehicles to help hunters during this hunt.

It wasn't long and the dogs were pointing, birds flying, and

guns were booming. Teal Saylor was the first to drop a bird.
Gene Brandon and Leonard Eaton were pounding the birds,
Dogs were retrieving downed birds, Bill and 1 were snapping
photos of all the hunters with their pheasants. Soon it was
lunch time and enough for everyone to eat. After lunch, it was
more photos. ‘There were some with dogs and some taken of
the group with all the birds. On this day there was no talk of
wars or of hardship, only laughter and handshakes and what a
wonderful country we live in. A big thanks goes out to all of
these men! It was a honor to walk with them on this pheasant
hunt.

——
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Cornfield Cobblers

By Mike “Mac" MacEachron

| was cleaning up around our camp in the UP when my wife, Sheila, called. 1 could tell by the
excitement in the tone of her voice something was up. “I'm carrying out Fred', she said. 1 should
probably explain. My family is as passionate about turkey hunting, especially big toms, as some
hunters are about trophy whitetails.

We are blessed to have a handful of land owners, most of them farmers, who are glad to share
their property with us to hunt turkeys. Most of them are quite glad we take a bird or two.

A huge part of our family’s enjoyment together is scouting. Normally by the time it comes around
to turkey season, spring or fall, we usually have names for certain big toms that we intend to hunt.

Back to Sheilas call. She explained the bachelor group of toms she had been scouting had been
using a pond to roost around. They had roosted there the night before she was planning to hunt.
‘The next morning she got set up in her blind made up of corn stalks and waited.

She heard the toms fly down. Slowly they made their way single file towards her blind in the
standing cornfield.

The great part of the ambush was that she could see the toms coming. In order for the birds to get
to the cornfield they had to come through a plowed field. Sheila could keep track of Fred that way.

There were eight nice toms in the bachelor group and Fred carried the longest beard. At twenty
yards she shot and Fred’s measurements came up with an 11 % inch beard with 1 % inch spurs on
each side. He weighed in at 23 pounds. Not bad considering we usually hunt turkeys with archery
equipment,

| was proud of my wife. Two days into the hunt and

she had filled her tag already.

You see it was fall turkey hunting season. It's a whole
lot different than spring when toms are gobbling and strut-
ting their stuff for the affections of the hens.

In the fall there are a couple of ways to hunt turkeys.
The traditional way is to find a flock of birds. Try to scat-
ter them. Give it a little time and try to call them back in.
It's actually a lot of fun to listen to the birds calling to each
other trying to regroup. These are usually young birds and
hens. Another method in the fall is hunting them during the
archery deer season, As long as you have a tag and are not
hunting them over placed bait. It is perfectly legal to hunt
them in agricultural areas, food plots and oak stands. They
love acorns just as the whitetail deer does.

The method we prefer is ambushing them coming into
the cornfields. We scout a lot and [ feel it's the most important
part of the hunt, We know exactly where we want to make
our blinds. We leave a large enough opening in the blind for
shooting opportunities. Again, because of scouting we have a
pretty good idea where the toms will enter or clutter around
the cornfield to feed.

Usually we only go in a couple of rows keeping in
mind that our goal is to hopefully shoot the turkey before he

— i wwwimidmichiganscl g



enters the cornfield from an adjacent field or woodlot.
Plus keeping in mind our shooting distances. Of course,
there are other ways to ambush turkeys but this is what
has worked for us.

During the fall turkey hunt there are no restrictions
on sex of the turkey. As mentioned we just prefer to hunt
big toms.

What you will find in the fall are normally three
groups. Group 1: Hens and poults with a couple of jakes
hanging out. I've seen groups as large as 75 birds. Group
2: Jakes normally anywhere from 5 to 15 hanging out to-
gether. Group 3: Bachelor toms, usually 2 years or older,
hanging together and normally 4 to 8 birds in this group.

Well, with camp cleaned up in the UP, L arrived home
September 29th. | would only have a couple of days to
hunt because I was scheduled for back surgery on Octo-
ber 3rd. What a horrible time for this procedure! But
as the saying goes, it is what it is”. Thank goodness my
wife had been keeping an eye on two bachelor groups of
big toms for me so 1 would be ready to hit the ground
running. One of the groups had two really nice toms in
a bachelor group of six known as the Fab 6.

That afternoon | drove over to the area Sheila had Sﬂﬂdﬁ bl‘“'a 'I'il'fkﬂ-ﬂ
been watching the Fab 6. After a short walk I sat down
where I could see the whole area surrounding the cornfield. As it got later in the afternoon the Fab 6

exited the cornfield not 25 yards from one of our blinds, milled around in the field chasing bugs then

headed to the roosting area along a creek that runs through the woodlot.

One of the benefits of fall hunting is you don't have to get up at 4 in the morning and go try to A

entice tomes into giving up their locations to begin the hunt.

The next morning I was still out before sunrise and settled into my blind and made sure every-
thing was perfect. A flock of geese were the first arrivals honking their way towards a winter wheat
field next to the cornfield. A couple of whitetails grazed their way into the woods so the morning was
already a success. [ heard the fly down of the Fab 6 so now the hunt was on. | grabbed my bow and
placed it in a position so I wouldnt make much movement if the toms came my way. After fly downs
turkeys usually take their time and stretch, preen, scratch looking for food then gather up,

When I saw the first tom exit the woods I positioned my bow on my knee and placed my release
on the string to keep my movement to a minimum. One by one the Fab 6 came out and headed my
way occasionally going into the wheat field looking for insects or a fresh blade of grass, At 25 yards
| raised my bow and drew back. I waited for my favorite Fab 6 turkey Ted to come a little closer. At
18 yards Ted stopped. Isqueezed the trigger on the release and all but one tom took off running or
flying for the safety of the woods. The cornfield blind had paid dividends again!

The tone in my voice when [ called Sheila let her know I was excited. Ted had an 11 % inch beard,
1 Y inch spurs and weighed 22 pounds. Another beautiful day!

Surgery anyone?

wwwamidmichigmmsciorg ———




VBATHI - A Pictorial Cesay

by Dr. Terry Braden

GAME & HUNT

Johan & René Botes
082 905 2546 | 082 560 637

At the 2013 Chapter Fundraiser Dy, Terry Braden
was successful (n the lve auction for a South Af-

rica Safari donated by Ubathi Game and Hunt for )
four hunters and four non-hunters. The group that was assembled total twelve. Left to Right - Deborah

and Ed Kahil, Terry Braden, Joe and Dawn Heinen, Patrick and Shan-
non Kelly, Karen and Mark Moriello and Mark Peters, George Bohart,
Barbara and Jack Kelly.

Lot He Hunt begin! _

|

:__’:r-ﬂ"#

The group was divided into three vehicles for the
hunting bransportation. All vehicles were in good
shape and there were no break downs. Left to
right - Joe Heinen, Jack Kelly, Dawn Heinen and
Barbara Kelly,

After an all day stalk, Patrick Kelly caught up with this huge Blue Wild
Beast just before dark. It measuwred 79 0/8 inches 5.C.1, (Silver Category
- Record Book). [t took six hunters, guides and trackers two hours in the
dark to get this animal off the mountain using a vinyl coated canvas
stretcher.

- .‘r"‘!-,\
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FR#NT SIGHT

Joe Heinan shot this awesome Gemsbok at 235 yards. It
measwred 82 1/8 inches 5.C.I. (Bronze Category - Record
Book),

g

e Foak, W3 2. -
Shannon Kelly got this pretty steenbok shooting a .22-250 with

one shot. It measured 10 11716 inches SCI (Bronze category - Re-
cord Book)

P
< !7.
wowns midmiachiggansctaong

[ Using a bow to throw sticks with metal tips (be-

lieve it or not) Ed Kahil harvested this beauliful
Sable. It measured 95 3/8 inches S5.C.1, (Silver
Category - Record Book).

_:,..s:“ﬁ.u
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Mark Peters shot this large lioness at 10 feet as it
charged him from behind a tree. Mark and Johan
were alerted to her presences by seeing the black

tp of her tail flick to the left of the tree, then flick
to the right of the tree and again a flick left, then
to the right, then the charge, Mark hit her first with
his 30.06 and Johan turned the charge with his
458.
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UBA = A Pichorial €ssay Continued from page 22-23
by Dr. Terry Braden

Goddess of -l-thmH

DI

This black maned lion was taken by Terry
Braden at 50 yards using Peter Bucklin’s .339.
Four shots were needed to stop this 600#% nine

SOOI D TR NN year old male. It was reassuring having Johan
on the left with his .458 and Ron on the right
with his .375, but neither of them had to shoot.
The skull measured 26 3/16 inches SCI (Gold
category - Record Book).

Karen Moriello and her magnificent zebra. This was
Karen’s first big game animal so she was blouded
after the kill. It took several days of learning to
shoulder a gun, use the scope, find the animal, get
a good rest and squeeze the trigger before the God-
dess of the Hunt (Diana) smiled on Karen. She was
a great student and Mark Peters and Ron (assistant
PH) are wonderful teachers.

George Bohart, one of the non-hunters, in the
lounge facilities early in the morning, check-
ing out the weather forecast for the day.

The safari was ended by a blue bag trip to a children’s rescue home in Kimberly, South Africa. The entire
group donated two blue bags full of first-aid kits, soccer balls, crayolas, pencils, baby dolls, shoes, hats,
clothes, writing paper, and over the counter medical supplies. All twelve safariers agreed, this was the
most rewarding part of the trip. -

scx
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By Jon Zieman

We were in the tower blind stand off the two track and
near the small food plot well before 3:00 pm the Saturday
after Thanksgiving (November 24th). We have a good
view of the trails to the east and south and can look into
the food plot. Mitch shot the deer around 3:30 pm. We
had seen the entire GDP of squirrels in the morning, but
no deer. Mitch said he counted the afternoon squirrels at
only a total of three.

| heard the deer coming from the north; Mitch thought
it was squirrels. | signaled Mitch (touch him on the leg)
and mouthed it is a deer! I looked out the east window
and saw a big yearling doe move into view and look up at
the blind and me from about eight yards. The other deer

with it jogged off behind the blind to the north; however,
it did not snort nor crash away. ‘The deer then walked up

to the feeder. I told Mitch, mostly by motioning, to shoot.

Not much patience, but with the way the year had gone-

(concussion, broken collar bone, sprained ankle, strep
throat and of course, football when the kids were healthy)
[ really was hoping one of the boys could geta deer. I had
thought ahead and gotten | doe tag. Mitch raised
the gun and Idoﬂhl: § ,, d the safety was off; of course
it was, Mitch is fl:l‘lE’\!‘iﬂTﬂ'tGUth but | was probably a lit-
tle tense! 1also was sure it was not the big mature doe with
little fawns that we were not going to shoot. He shot very

quickly in no small part due to it being less than 25 yards.

wwsw,midmichigansclong -

FR#NT SIGHT
Mitchell's First Deer

The deer jumped and
ran about a 50 yards
semi-circle  during
which I could see the
blood running out
the chest. Right af-
ter it jumped, 1 asked
Mitch if he hit it but I could see the blood before he could
get out yes! It briefly stopped a couple of times and |
thought it would fall, but in the end ran until it fell still in
sight. He wanted to call Mom right away after it fell and
was very excited talking to her and his brothers. We got
down and I 'took a couple of pictures around the blind and

~then we walked up to the deer. 1 tagged the deerand took
~a few pictures.

1 shawed_.j‘,_-:htcﬂhﬁw to gut the deer and he took some
pictures for Roscoe, his younger brother, to give to his
Science Teacher. Mitchell was a little uncomfortable dur-
ing the gutting process. Upon gutting the deer 1 found

the heart blown gapingly open. 1 have the kids using a

Remington 600 Mohawk in 6 mm Remington with a Le-
upold Vari-XIIT 3.5-10 matte scope with the duplex ret-
icule. The scope power is turned all the way down for
hunting. The performance was excellent from the Hor-
nady Custom #8166 load using a 100 grain Boat Tail Spire
Point Interlock bullet at a nominal 3100 fps. Later, [ took
Mitch to look at the blood sign as a learning experience.
‘The sign was excellent with no gaps and often a foot wide
and with spray on the nearby trees. It really not especially
useful to teach trailing as the blood trail was too good!
We went back and got the truck. As we drove up on the
two track another yearling doe flagged off from around
the feeder; possibly the same deer that had been with the
one Mitch shot. He helped me load up the deer and we
went happily home. Mitch helped out with the skinning
and quartering before we had a celebratory pizza dinner
watching football with the rest of the family. The deer is
being ground for making some of my internationally fam-
ily & friends famous jerky. Mitch fell asleep on the couch
after eating pizza.

Thanks Mark, for
a great hunting spot,
Lee Township of Mid-
land County.




By Glenn Belyea

In late July we returned from visiting family and friends
in Maine and picked up our mail being held at the local post
office. Sorting through to find the bills and other important
mail to deal with, we found a brown manila envelope from the
Gaylord DNR office addressed to my wife, Mar}r.mm. Think-
ing it was just another survey, we put it in the “get to later”
pile. Several days later | opened it and couldn't believe my
eyes. | called to Maryanne and said to come quick and look at
this. It was a notice that she had been drawn for a Michigan
elk tag!! Not only was it a Michigan elk tag, it was a Michigan
bull elk tag!!!! That to hunters is like winning the lottol!! We
have been applying for many years, hoping to luck out, but
with nearly 35,000 people applying each year we really didn't
expect to ever be drawn.

Although I have hunted elk out west a number of times
and was finally successful just last fall when 1 took a nice bull
in Montana, Maryanne has never hunted elk. She was going
to now!!!

Her bull permit was one of just 30, along with 70 cow elk
permits the DNR gave out for the early (August-September)
hunt. They also gave out a similar number of permits for the
late (December) hunt. Little did we know how different these
two hunting periods are. While the late hunt is in the core
area of the Michigan elk range where most of the elk reside,
the early hunt is restricted to the peripheral portion of their
range where there are far fewer elk and they are widely scat-
tered, making the hunt far more difficult. The early hunt was
divided into three four-day periods, The Ist was at the end of
August, the 2nd in mid September and the 3rd at the end of
September. You could hunt any or all of these periods until
you got an elk.

Included in the DNR packet was a list of Michigan elk
guides. We immediately started talking with past hunters,
DNR personnel, and anyone else who might have a knowl-
edgeable recommendation as toa guide. We definitely wanted
to use a guide. This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity was far
too important to try doing on our own. We settled on Steve
Beers, a highly recommended Atlanta resident who has been
guiding for elk for several years.

On August 27 we attended the DNRs mandatory elk
hunter training session at a sportsmens club near Gaylord.
This session gives DNR biologists and conservation officers a
chance to go over all the ins and outs, dos and don'ts of Michi-
gan elk hunting with the lucky 100 elk hunters. It is an inter-
esting and worthwhile session and also when each elk hunter
receives his/her elk hunting license. If you don't attend you
don't get an elk license—simple as that!!

With elk license in hand. we headed for Atlanta and the
little cabin Steve has available for rent to his elk hunters. It is
right across the drive from his house so it is both comfortable
and convenient.

FR2NT SIGHT ;

det\lgM tlk and California

Well betore daylight the next morning—opening day—we
were on our way to check several sites where Steve had been
seeing bull elk fairly regularly up until a few days prior when
the weather turned unseasonably warm. It must have had a
big impact on elk movement and behavior because we never
saw an elk that day. In fact, in spite of our best efforts we never
saw an elk in the entire four days of that first hunting period.
We drove many, many miles checking gas well sites, clear cuts,
DNR food plots, and everything in between. Elk are attracted
to the gas well heads to lick the salt that forms on these pipes.
Steve knew all the roads and where all these sites were locat-
ed, but we just couldn't find an elk. It became apparent that

this early season elk hunt, except for a few elk staked out on
private land, was a game of chance and random encounter.
We encountered several other experienced guides with their
hunters doing just the same. Everyone said just hang in there
and keep at it; eventually good things will happen.

So where does the deer combo come in? Well back in Feb-
ruary we attended the SCI Convention in Las Vegas and while
there | booked a 3 day Columbia Black-tailed Deer hunt with
Alfred Luis of Central Coast Outfitters in Santa Maria, Cali-
fornia for September 11-14. Terry Braden and Tim Torpey
had both hunted with him and gave him glowing recommen-
dations. Never in my wildest dreams would I have envisioned
this interfering with a Michigan elk hunt. With a deposit
down and non refundable airline tickets already purchased,
we were headed to California. We would just have to miss a
couple days of the September 14-17 2nd elk hunting period
and hope it didn't matter.

We arrived in Santa Maria early in the afternoon of the
10th, the day before the hunt actually was scheduled to begin.
Alfred met us there and we headed to his ranch. Since it was
still early in the afternoon, Alfred suggested we change into

scI
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" FR®NT SIGHT

, AN Unllkdg Combo

our hunting clothes, go buy my California deer license and go
scouting for deer. Alfred has the exclusive hunting rights on a
25,000 acre ranch along the California coast -a truly beautiful
place. By then it was late afternoon and with overcast skies
the deer were already coming out. We saw numerous does,
fawns and young bucks. Alfred decided to head over to an
area on the ranch where he had been seeing a very nice buck.
Although he had not seen it in a week or more, you never
know! We hardly got in the area when we spotted the buck.
He had 3 does with him so he was in no hurry to leave. After
a short stalk through the coastal dunes and an 80 yard shot,
I had my Columbia Black-tail. So much for the upcoming 3
day hunt!!!

With my Black-tail ® in the salt," as they say in Africa, we
had a little celebration , but it wasn't long before my mind and
especially Maryanne's began thinking about changing our re-
turn airline tickets and going home early so nol to miss any of
the elk hunting days. Between the rules and charges of United
Airlines and the limited availability of seats out of the Santa
Maria airport, we could not leave until Thursday, the day be-
fore the 2nd elk hunting period opener.

" Glenn Bubjoa it his Colforria Doav

With the time zone differences we arrived back in Grand Rap-
ids at nearly midnight. We got home a little after 1:00 AM and
even though we had much of our elk hunting gear and food all
ready to go, it was still nearly 2:00 AM before we were able to
begin the drive to Atlanta. We arrived just in time to unpack,
get on our hunting clothes, and head out with Steve.

All this effort almost paid off. Almost!!! We pulled in to
check a clear cut we always checked each morning and came
up behind another guides pickup. The doors were open and
the guide and his hunter were right ahead standing over a
huge 6 X 7 bull elk the hunter had just shot. The bull had been
standing there when they pulled in. Just 5 minutes sooner
and it could have been us!!

wown, mmidmichigansctong

Back to the routine—driving all over checking well heads,
clear cuts, and food plots. Several evenings we sat over areas
with fresh elk sign. Several mornings we left extra early to
arrive at distant DNR food plots at daylight. No luck. On
the last morning of this 2nd hunt period Steve decide to try a
totally different area, an area called "The Windings” southeast
of Vienna Corners. We got there early and had to wait for
enough light to see, which was well past legal shooting time.
‘Then we began our driving and looking. After a while Steve
turned onto a side road, but quickly stopped and backed out.
It was still too early to go down this darkened road. We need-
ed to stay more out in the open. We drove on and turned onto
the next side road. A dark shape stood at the far end. Could
it be? With binoculars we quickly determined it was a bull
elk and a pretty good looking one at that. Remember what [
said earlier about the hunt seeming to be a random encoun-
ter? We eased the truck forward, but decided we had better
make our move. The road was a narrow dead end and with a
couple of quick steps the elk could be out of sight. Maryanne
eased out, loaded her .270, and took the 180 yard shot, With
the bull nearly facing us, she shot him right in the chest. You
could hear the bullet hit, but the bull barely flinched. Slowly
he turned broadside and she hit him again in the shoulder.
Down he dropped!! Thase 140 grain Swift-A-Frames did their
job!! There was one loud whoop from one happy hunter!!!

After waiting to be sure he was down tor good, we drove
up and got our first close up look. What a beauty!!! He wasa
heavy, perfect 5 X 5. We were all overjoyed and relieved. The
hunt was over. Now the work began. Only someone who has
downed a bull elk or moose knows the labor involved with
handling them. Steve called a couple strapping friends to
come help and after much effort we had it cleaned and loaded
into his pickup. We were off to the Atlanta DNR office to get
it officially registered and then to the local Atlanta newspaper
for pictures. After that we headed to Millersburg and the Muy
Grande Ranch, Our good friends, the Inmans, who own the
adjoining property, had suggested we hire Tom Selke, one of
the Muy Grande guides, to skin and cape the elk. Perry He-
leski, the owner of Muy Grande, had graciously offered to let
us hang the elk in their cooler. Perry is not only a super nice
guy, but a solid supporter of SCL.  All this worked out per-
fectly and after 9 days in the cooler Tom transferred the still
505 pound elk carcass to Dan Ferris, a highly recommended
butcher in nearby Ocqueoc. Our freezer is now full of elk
steak, burger, roasts, and sausage.

In checking with the DNR after the end of this early elk
season, we found that while a total of 26 bull permits were
filled, only 42 of the 70 cows were harvested. It is hard to
believe, but the success rate on cows is always lower than
on bulls. 'This is all the more reason to be one of the lucky
hunters to draw a bull permit!! Keep applying. You never
know!!!!!




FR#NT SIGHT
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By Josh Christensen

It was the spring of 2012 and | was driving home from
work when my phone rang. It was my good friend, and
avid hunter, Ron Gower. Before | answered | hoped
Ron had good news. He had applied for a Kodiak [sland
brown bear hunt, which he would hunt with his brother-
in-law, an Alaskan resident, if he were drawn.

During the course of our conversation | learned that
Ron hadn't been drawn for the Kodiak hunt, but his
brother-in-law offered to let Ron and I use his cabin out
in the bush to do some hunting and fishing. The only
cost to us would be airfare, commercial and floatplane,
and food, For me it was a “no brainer”, but I told Ron |
needed to discuss it with wife before [ could commit. So
that evening at the dinner table we discussed to opportu-
nity and my wife encouraged me to go, saying “you never
know if you'll get another chance like this,”

The next day 1 called Ron and told him I was in, and
we start lookingat the calendar for dates that would work
with both of our work schedules. Our trip would take
place in late August, so over the summer travel arrange-
ments were made and two more guys were added. Ron
also invited our friends Andy and Art, who are avid fish-
ermen, They were planning on fishing while Ron and [
would be trying our luck for moose and black bear with a
bit of fishing mixed in.

Before leaving for our trip Ron did a lot of research
online through google maps and other sources to'get us
ready. He also contacted the only fishing lodge tn the
lake to try to gather more information, and we were glad
he did.

We left early on August 21st from MBS international
airport with a connection in Minneapolis to arrivé in An-
chorage by noon. After getting our tent-a-car we tray-
eled north to Wasilla, where we would stay the first night
and visited the local Wal-Mart to get our provisions,

The next moming we awoke to a beautiful sunny day.
We loaded up the truck and drove to where we would
be taking our floatplane from. The weather conditions
would make for an excellent day to fly into the back coun-
try. We unloaded our gear from the truck and transferred
it onto the dock and waited for the plane to arrive. We
knew we would need to take two trips because the plane
could only take three guys and some gear, which we had
alotof.

I have never flown on a float plane before, so that was
an experience. [ felt like a canned sardine in the little
plane. We had it loaded to the max with all.of our food,

Page 15
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hunting gear and little five horse boat motor. The plane ride
only lasted about 45 minutes, but we were able to see some
spectacular views due to the perfect conditions.

When we arrived at the lake, Donkey Creek Lake, we were
happy Ron did his research and contacted the owner of the
fishing lodge. Through his conversations with the owner we
were granted permission to use a boat, a canoe, two hunting
stands and one of the cabins, if Ron’s brother-in-laws cabin
wasn't accessible.

After Ron and | unloaded the plane, it flew back to get
Art and Andy. Ron and | stopped for a moment to take in
the view. We were able to see many mountains close by and
far off in the distance including Denali, What we saw while
staniding there was worth the price of admission. The sur-
rounding scenery looked like it was right off a postcard. The
sun was shining bright, very few clouds in the blue sky, and
snow on the caps of most of the mountains,

We snapped a couple of pictures and took it all in before we
headed out to find Ron's brother-in-laws cabin. We had di-
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rections to the cabin and it didn' take long to move threw
some thick vegetation and swarming insects to find it about
150 yards from the lake. The problem we found was the cabin
had been boarded up by someone and we couldn’t get in, So
we ended up staying in a very nice cabin at the lodge.

The insects were everywhere while we were out in the
bush. Ron warned us about the mosquitoes, joking that they
were the size of birds and would carry us off if we weren't
prepared. So before leaving | was sure to buy a thermacell. |
had never used one before, but heard good things about them
from many people. On this trip my thermacell was worth its’
weight in gold! Once that little thing warmed up the bugs
would vanish, so needless to say it was by my side at all times.

We settled into the cabin and started to plan our hunt for
the next day. We had directions to the hunting stands that
were on the “creek’, which we would call a river in Michigan,
and our plan was to hike to them and see if they needed any
repair, since no one had used them in over a year. The plan
that Art and Andy had was to try there luck on the lake and
see if they could catch dinner,

That night, and every opportunity we had during our trip,
we played cards. That's a huge advantage to having four guys
in camp. We mostly played euchre, but we also played some
hearts and two handed cribbage. Now I've been playing eu-
chre for over 25 years now and in those years I haye never
seen someone get set ona loner. On this trip it not only hap-
pened once, but twice to two different gays! 1 need to clarify
that 1 was not the one getting euchred either time, but | also
must et them remain anonymous to protect their identities

Aand egos). Plus they received enough guff for their blunders
the remainder of the trip.

In the morning we woke up to a light rain, but it didn't
seem too bad so Ron and | set out to find the stands. We were
unable to find them hiking around. One reason was the water
level was up so much we couldn't cross the creek anywhere.
So we headed back to the cabin for lunch. After eating we
used a canoe to locate the stands. We found them both with
little trouble. but each needed a little work to make them op-
erational,

By this time it was getting a little late, and we didn't have
any ol the tools or supplies needed to fix the stands with us,
so we decided we would come back in the morning with the
proper materials. So we headed back to the lake 10 do some
fishing. We were able to catch some pike, but Andy and Art
already had enough for dinner so we let the ones we caught
go. These pike were fat compared to the ones back home and
they tasted better too. We joked that it must be the water in

continwed on page 30
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Alaska is better so the fish taste better, but it could have
had to do with the fact that we were in the middle of no-
where and that was one of the few things we had to eat.

The next day we fixed up the stands and sat most of the
day, but didn't see any animals. We saw plenty of sign from
both moose and bear, but no animals. The salmon were
running, even though they weren't running hard, so you
would think we would be seeing some bear coming in to
get them, but the water level was up making it difficult for
bears to catch them.

We sat in these stands for a few days, but didn't see a
thing, so we planned to take a bit of a hike to see if we
could get to higher ground with more open land. The area
by the river was very thick with vegetation, making it dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to see very far. The day we first
planned our hike ended up raining like crazy, so we sat in
the cabin playing cards most of the day, going out to fish
when the rain let up.

The following day was a bit nicer, so Ron and | packed
some gear and headed out up the side of a4 mountain on
the other side of the lake. We canoed over, pulled our ca-
noe up onto the bank and set out. We weren't sure what
wed find but figured it would be an adventure. We had
our GPS's to be sure we could find our way back, and to
track how far we traveled. What we found was lots of wa-
ter. Even though it had stopped raining the night before
the runoff from the mountains around us was still run-
ning down to the lake, making some areas impassable with
the tast flowing water. In all we hiked over seven miles up
and down the mountain, but were unable to find any open
ground or animals, just tons of sign again. This was prob-
ably the most frustrating part of the trip. We knew the
animals were there, but we were unable to locate them.

‘When we finally reached our boat and started heading
‘back to camp it was approaching evening. ‘The wind had
picked up quite a bit and when we left the creek outlet to
get into the lake Ron and 1 knew we were in for a long
and bumpy ride back to the cabin. The first thing we no-
ticed was the wind blowing directly into our faces, the next
thing we observed was the whitecaps all over the lake! ‘This
might not have been bad if we had a regular sized boat
‘with o motor, but we were in a canoe with only two oar
power. We found early on that we needed to stick close
to the shore so if we did capsize we wouldn't be in terribly
deep water.

With a lot of effort, and more than tﬂpi: the nmmnl,
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time it usually took us, we made it to the dock. We
were spent from this day’s adventure of trekking
up and down a mountain, then paddling for all we
were worth. Luckily we only had a few whitecaps big
enough to make us take on water so we considered
our boating excursion a success.

We spent the rest of our days in the bush trying to
find our quarry, but to no avail, and ended up leaving
with nothing but what we came with. After the float
plane ride out we had a few days to tour Alaska. We
drove around and saw some of the beautiful landscape
Alaska has to offer. We also had the opportunity to
walk on a glacier and go to a musk ox farm, where we
learned about and observed these weird looking ani-
mals before we had to go back home. The flight home
was uneventful as we flew from Anchorage to Seattle
to Chicago back to MBS.

Most people would probably consider this hunt to
be an absolute bust, but not me. 1 saw the trip as a
great success for many reasons; [ got the opportuni-
ty to go to Alaska for the first time, | caught my first
'Uaskan pike, [ was on a do it :,uunell hunt {whlch
_means it was very affordable), I -
glaﬂrr.l was able to see som
' T've: r:sqen ;mdr




Brown Bear on Kodiak Island

by Don Harter

Last QOctober 23, 2012, we Hlew to Kodiak Island, Alas-
ka, to hunt brown bear after waiting seven vears for an
opening to hunt Karlik Lake on Kodiak Island. They only
issue two non-resident tags per year for this lake and there
are more brown bear per square mile here than any other
'spot in the world, with many bear over ten foot. Mary
hunted here seven years age, shooting a very nice ten
footer.

We stayed overnight in Kodiak, picked up my tags and
permits, then flew to Larsen Bay, rechecked the rifle and
Hew on to Karlik Lake toa nice cabin at the west end of
the lake, The remainder of the day was spent unpacking,
organizing clothes and gear for the next day, October 25,
which is the first day of bear hunting for non-residents.

At the cabin, the first night, we saw many eagles, one
red fox.and four bears. The cabin is surrounded by a so-
lar powered electric lence to keep out the bear. One bear
walked a couple of feet from the fence as we were watch-
ing. We were grateful for the fence especially when going
1o the outhouse after dark.

My guide is Dale Routt and our cook is TJ. Dale has
guided for 25 ytmtﬁlwﬁkeand 1 am thankful for his

experience as he knows where the big ones hang out.

Day one arrives. We have a nice breakfast, pack our
lunch, and are otfin the boat for my hunt. Inconversation
with Dale, | discuss what size bear I'm looking for and

.\-.

Page 1L

that I really don't want to shoot one the first day. We see
bear from the time weleave the cabin. A couple of times
we beach the boat to walk the shore to check out a bear,
but both times we decide they are too small.

We have seen about fifteen bear by 11:30 a.m. and it's

time to stop for lunch. We stop around a
point out of the wind and where a big valley
between two mountains comes down to the-
lake. ‘We have been sceing bear and eagles
all over and some fox coming down to the
shore to feed on the salmon livers that the
bear do not eat. It's amazing that a huge bear will catch a
fish, eat it, but not touch the liver. .

After lunch we laid back in the grasses talking and
glassing for bear. Al about :00 p.m. Dale walked around

wev il hlgansdarg



the point toloak. He hurried back and told
me to bring my rifle. There was a-huge bear
hunting forsalmonin the lake about 3/4 mile
away. Every time he dove for the salmon we
moved forward. | gave Dale my range finder.
We were thinking we could get as close as
100 yards. The closer we got, the bigger the
bear looked. Dale told me later that he was
afraid 1 would not shoot this bear as 1 had
told him I did nol want to shoot one on the
first day. He said it was one of the biggest
bears he had ever seen. [am carrying Mary’s
375 H & H Christensen Arms rifle using 300
grain Barnes XXX bullets. “This is also the
biggest brown bear | have ever seen so Dale
only had to say, "Don, | think we should take
this one!l”

When we were 163 yards from the bear a float plane
flew over and it spooked him. He headed to shore and
was going to disappear into the tag alders up the moun-
tain. Dale said. “Shoot him if he gives you a chance, Don!”
We were not going (o get any closer. At the waters edge
the bear stopped one more time to look at the plane. He
was broad side, quartering away. 1 put the first shot one
third up and behind the rib cage. We could hear the bullet
hit and he went down and turned more broadside. Dale
said, “Shoot him again, Don!” but he later said he could

o trekd e hganc e

already see blood coming out of the bear's nose. ‘The nexi
bullet caught him on both shoulders and I put one more
in for insurance. 1d heard 100 many stories of these big
guys getting away, Dale said, “Nice shooting, Don!™ [ fi-
nally had my brown bear, 10" 4™!!

Mary and T[], watched the whale thing from just
around the corner: When the bear went down, they star-
ed coming towards us. Then there were lots of hugs and
pieture taking. [t took all of us 1o roll him up for place-
ment for pictures. As you can see, he is a very large bear.

We also hunted the second day as we had licenses for
deer and fox, Mary really wanted a black fox to go with

contimied an page 34
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Brown Bear ...

the red and cross we already have. We saw 25 bear, three
does, and three red fox. One of the red fox lived near our
cabin and we got some great shots of him as you can see
on the cover.

Dale explained that the snow had been very deep
last winter and when they checked the lake in the spring
found many dead deer, fox, and even eagles. We decided

our chances for a buck or black fox were slimand decided
toy call for the plane,

We were hunting through Larsen Bay Lodge. Kodiak
Island, owned by Mike and Lisa Carlson, In the pasi
years, Mike has been a great supporter of our Mid-Michi-
gan Chapter of SCL If you are ever interested in shooting
a huge brown bear, just call them.

Salmon livers along Hhe beach

winwy fihbimde hilpanscdieg



FR#NT SIGHT

Saginaw Chippewa Tri

Historic

—irst License

e

In April of 2013, the Saginaw Chippewa Conservation Committee presented Chiel Den-
nis Kequom with a ceremonial license, the first issued on the Reservation. Pictured are members
of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, standing, and seated are Chairman of the SCCC, Jim
Walker, with Chief Dennis Kequom signing the licensing document.

On April 17, Jim Walker purchased the first issued license, license #1. These licenses
are good for tribal members to hunt within the tribal boundaries of 5 1/2 townships in Isabella
County with permission of private property owners. Ten turkey licenses have been sold so far
for $20.00 each which includes two tags and is good until June 15, Jim also purchased the first
fishing license which costs §15.00 and includes all species. Other licenses will be available as

needed.

For more information, leel free to contact Tim Walker, one of our board members. His

information is on page 2 of this issue.




By Larry Witte

e SRS DEFEND YOUR RIGHT TO
—— HUNT FISH AND TRAP IN
M GIHIGAN BY SUPPORTING SCIENTIFIC
_ I\‘* [LDLIFE MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES
1is column was being prepared for a May 15
Governor Snyder signed legislation to assure
e and fish management decisions are made in
‘based on sound science and not by emotion
erel dum ballot-box biology. The legislation was
ito stnp the attacks by anti-hunting organizations
gans ability to manage its natural resources and
right to hunt and fish.
gislation shares the authority between the Legis-
id the Natural Resources Commission to desig-
animals, protects your right to hunt, fish and
_provides resources for proper scientific man-
of game and fish. In addition free hunting, trap-
d fishing is included for active military service

ing signing by the Governor the Natural Re-
Commission approved a limited hunt for wolves

e wasn't easy. Out-of-state anti-hunting groups
ndreds of thousands of dollars attacking Mich-
f hunting. Opponents of designating the gray
@ game animal turned in more than 250,000 sig-
S 10 the Secretary of State hoping to get a hunting
f-siatcmde ballot in 2014. As you would expect
zhis groups are furious. We applaud the actions
Legislature and the Governor bul we cannot rest.
ties will certainly not cease the attacks. Ask
¢ Representative and Senator how they voted.
em, if they supported scientific species manage-
1 your right to hunt, fish, and trap.

DIRTY DOZEN (Source—Turkey Country---
cial magazine of the NWTE)
ole purpose of these organizations is to end hunt-
ung, and trapping across North American. They
iipulate and exploit wildlife issues to raise funds
¢ to prevent you from hunting, fishing, and trap-

engaged in the following activities in 2012:
p Humane Society of the United States (HUSU)

FR#NT SIGHT

Conservation Afjairs

pushed legislation to end hunting bears and bobcats
with hounds in California and attempted to stop wolf
hunting in the Great Lakes region.

2. The Center for Biological Diversity sued the federal
government to end the use of traditional hunting am-
munition and stop western Great Lakes Wolf hunting,

3. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
urged their supporters to break hunter harassment
laws and interfere with hunts.

4. Defenders of Wildlife worked to end wolf manage-
ment in Wyoming and filed a number of anti-hunting
lawsuits and attempts to recover legal costs from tax-
payers.

5. 'The Sierra Club, by policy, officially opposes all trap-
ping and tried to end decades- old Wyoming elk hunts
on public land.

6. The Fund for Animals threatened to sue to halt West-
ern Great Lakes wolf hunting and filed suit to stop
woll management in Wyoming,

7. Howling for Wolves sued to stop wolf management in
Minnesota.

8. The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelly
to Animals opposes keeping dogs in outside kennels
and supports lawsuits aimed at shutting down wolf
hunting with dogs in Wisconsin.

9. The Western Environmental Law Center was a ring
leader in a group of 8 anti-hunting organizations that
want to ban Wolverine trapping in Montana and ulti-
mately end all trapping.

10. In Defense of Animals sued to stop bear hunting in
Virginia and called for a boycott of Alaska because
of its wolf management program, opposes wolf man-
agement in the Northern Rocky Mountains and is
pushing for a federal ban on animal testing medical
research.

11, Friends of Animals believes “hunting in all forms is
unethical, socially unjustified and ecologically dis-
ruptive” They opposed bear hunting in New Jersey
and deer hunting in Connecticut and they oppose sci-
ence based conservation programs.

12. The Wildearth Guardians worked to ban trapping
on public land in New Mexico and sued the USDA
Wildlife Services program to stop their wolf manage-
ment pmgram.

sci
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SCI SUPPORTS FEDERAL LEGISLATION
TO PROTECT HUNTING

The Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and
Opportunities Act introduced by Michigan Congressman
Dan Benishek and Arkansas Senator Lisa Murkowski
(H.R. 1825 and 5. 170) will require the LS. Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land Management to manage their
lands for hunting, angling, and target-shooting based rec-
reation.

DNR LICENSES INCREASE POSSIBLE

The state legislature is considering changes to hunting
and fishing licenses as this column is being prepared for
the May 15 deadline. This will be the first increase in 17
years If passed.

The proposal calls for a base hunting license for small
game and waterfowl costing $5.00 for Juniors, $10.00 for
adults, $4.00 for Seniors and $150.00 for non-residents,
In addition tags would be required for deer for $20.00,
fall and spring turkey for $15.00, fur harvester for $15.00,
Bear for $25.00 and elk for $100.00.

The proposal calls for three fishing licenses. One for 24
hours, a resident all species license, and a non-resident all
species license for $15.00, $25.00, and $75.00 respectively,

Youth under age 17 along with active military and dis-
abled veterans receiving 100 percent benefits could hunt

[IAN Anten

Revinote Speaker, Outfitter. Author & Guide
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wiww AZDinmond Outfitters.com

(AMoND DUTEITTERS OF ARIZONA

Veteran Owned, Veteran Friendly, Patriots Weleame!
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Specializinginr.
« Morth American, 3
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® Asiatic, r
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“If you have a pulse. you have a purpose.”

www.midmichigmmsctorg

—

and fish for free. 3
CONTINUING DNR-SCI WILDLIFE PROJECTS
Predator-Prey Project
This project is in the 2nd phase in the Crystal FaII.m
Amasa medium snowfall area. During the 2012-2013
winter 44 pregnant does were trapped. Woll track sur=
veys, coyote trapping and hair capture (DNA) for bobeat
to provide capture/recapture data were initiated, This
long term study continues to receive very favorable local
support,
Winter Moose Survey
The 2013 moose survey totaled 451 moose compared:
to 433 in 2011. The increase of 18 moose represents
about a 2 percent increase per year, The Moose Advise
ry Committee would like to see a 3 percent increase per:
year before considering a hunt, |
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
"A strong body makes the mind strong. As to the spe
cies of exercises, | advise the gun. While this gives mo d-
erate exercise to the body, it gives boldness, enterprise
and independence to the mind...Let your gun there
be the constant companion of your walks.”
Thomas Jefferson Third President of the United States
(1743-1826),

& T

Owner: Roby Bowe:
(406) 293-1988
P.O. Box- 856
Libby, MT 59923

wimn, mentanabackcountiryoutfitters.com

Guide: Rodd: Freese
{(406)291-7317

WorLp Crass WHITETAIL HUNTsS

515-537-4478 * WWW.TAILSOFTHEHUNT.COM
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Looking Ahead -

to our Next Issues -

Buffalo Narrows Moose Hunt
by Jim Gray

On Top of the World § A7
by Mary Harter :

Worth the Wait
by Michael Ritchie, D.C.

Lion - Completing My
African Big Five
by Mary Harter

The Last of the Botswana Elephants
by Don Harter

And more articles, recipes, poems, and
jokes yet to be submitted.

Be sure to check out our website www.midmichigansci.org
We received the International Award of best website.

=i dm—

www,midmichn HANSCLOTE
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fox 1126, Samuoga, WY 82331
NN wrenmdlamin . om

WV wsafariinc.com

Macrnies (307

Cells N

¥T. 507
T T1D-757)
Fax: (}07) 527-5332

Rille & Archery HMuno ho
Mude Deer, Elk 3
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Wwanaka HUNTING SarFari§

TI31@ 21T MILE RD, * SAND LAKE, M| 49343
(G16) 9B4-5346 * CELL (610)799-0689
EMAIL: HIDDENHORNSEPATHWAYHNET.COM

H LIT |I_|H|.'j_ G
HIDDENHORNSGAMERANCH.COM

wide Stacey Anderson

FEJES

GUIDE SERVICE LTD.
JACK TIPPMANN

135 Phang

SAM FEJES
Alaska Master Guide
2600) 4388410
wwiw llopmannautiiben con P.0. Box 111334 » Anchorage, Alaska 99511-1394
jaci.ippmanniifigpmannouiiiers.com
Batecamp’ Malarte. Quetee )07 170 CaMADA

Phone (907) 348-4040 « FAX (807) 349-2020
www.fejesguidesanvice.com

The wise man in the storm prays God not for safety from danger.
but for deliverance from fear. - Emerson 1833
woww midimichigamscl.ong
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Box 1325 Whilecourl Alerta, Canida.  T75 1P2
Fax M0 /e a961 Emall hunt@gmaicreekoutitiams com

Mike MacEachron

DOWNUNDER

AUSTRAREY  NEW FEALANE - NEW CALERGNIN

. hul-.thlrknrur_rf:t:k (a(e]

Jeff Brondige 586-337-3169
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Garett Tullr
Guide

Owner! Professiona

Box 178
Lucky Lake, 5K
SOL 120

Phone (306) 858-2291 ~
Cell (306) 858-7309 AN
Email luckylakehuntingadventures@youtlink ca lllm_‘l ,l l
Website wwew luckylakehuntingadventures.ca NIINE BPTINIDE

cema Fdid seorrs

Hunting & Fi& Ing Irelund Idwide
W R BhvidMopre
Specla oy 555 ﬁé r&ﬂbu T?ve
Red, Sik I ';,. exas,/ /447
Mounfaln o P ~281-823:2026
MDUW‘"Q@ 1162 i 832-201 -9403
hufitireland@aolicom '
ﬁ'wﬁ elﬂc!le!ﬂspnrfs Cnm

State & Federally Licensed

N“

NAC

TAXIDERMY & ARCHERY

Nick Giuliani 2410 5. Coldwater Rd.
Cell (989) 621-0061 Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
Work (989) 644-6289 12 Morth of M-20

Tim & Geri Hockhalter
Liceass VI

%

G4 Sexth Fark Bosd
Caody, Wyoming 32414
Fhoee; [W7)S87-6178 Fax: [307)367-6178
emak nimitumbercreckantlinerscom
gerihifee rwestinet

(B caegy

LA '.I||IL!.{I1.IF=L-!UI||I:1r1l|. Com

A Quality Gurdoor Experience

BIG GAME HUNTS

in Morthwest Wyoming SUMMER PACK TRIFS

*| have a very strict policy on gun control: If there’s a gun around,
| want to be the one controlling it!" - Clint Eastwood

Page 40
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Phone;
(989) 732-0728

Pax:
(989) 7319710

itelalls

= -

Larry Higgins « Owner
1894 Koslara Rd., Gaylord, MI 49735
www.redpinewhitetalls.com
redpinewhitetalls@gmall.com

JOHAN PIETERSE SAFARIS

Making it possible

P.O. B 501 JOHAN PIETERSE

Thabazimiy 0380
South Africa

FT0-820-5700

UTFITTERS LTD.
2 Rene & Kelly Semple

r.sample@ hotmail.com
7 www.southpawoutfitters.com
.IEH:.'I "35.'-’-' G Box 505 Sangudo. Alberta Canada TOE 240

johanpetersesafaris@tiscalicoza
www jpsafaris.coza

SOleIORAN OUTFKTTERS

Hunting (fant Desert Sheep, Mule Deer l

\ Cours Deer in Sonora, Mexico
Since 1908 -
) ince |94 i —

SSENORANOV TFITTERS. NET
o e N |

V.Hakan Ozsala
MEIL JOHNSON

BH 1780184 722392]

Celi: (780) 808-0318

BEAVER CREEK RANCH

Shikar Safaris Ltd.

o8 P.O. Box 501
. Kultur Mh. 3821 Sk Nai1f14 ; e EMHMIHWT:E ?"'r“am”-ll-?ﬁ 2X0
r ’ . mall; nell & nonhsEroutining.com
am ‘t 07090, Analys s TURKEY Alberta / Saskatchewan Web: wiww.norhstaroutfiting com
Tel:«%0.533 574 51 28« Fan-+90.242 226 31 19

231'629'2929 infofdshikarsafaris.com # &
www.bcrhunt.com www.shikarsafaris.com

Be who you are and say what vou feel because those who mind don’t matter
and those who matter don’t mind. - Di: Seuss

o
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iC €

Brant Cunningham Hum £ Juan Toquero
Vice President / Head Guide
470-944-0700 §03-360-1870 (call)
pOBox 338 T brant@reoutitters.com Teles 34 649 5245 4 sl infalibaverohniinmeryices: co
Lake City, CO'B1235 W Coutftters. com o o )

Fish¢coHunter Charters

Fully equipped 31 fpor Tiara
Located at Easl Share Mariira » Frankfort MI

Captain Dave James

586.419.3480 * 231.352.7511

www fishtmitercharters. net

Ultimate Firearms
BP X Press
“The Ultimate Muzzleloading Rifle™

oner Adct 0
e : e,

INC-
Anciime « Appraleals « Reol Estite Marty Wegner - Chiner/ Aiet
Kenneth £ Johnston Complets Prdiembanet At ervice. | 740 Lawndale: | (T TVASS
3470 Doble Rd. President el « Tudpstvind « Farm & Vatuts | Fresbod, MES820 o omerns slighshal.img
Okemos, MI 48864 (517) 349-2976 e 28 Neoes bigmitiace ¢ Cugn Cariiiel Appesial F Dy —
www.ultimatefirearms.com Fx (517) 349-4857

CascadefurSalon

6504 Twemy-cighth Street Sputhe st
Girand Rapids, Michigan 49546
Felephone (616} 9574936

John F. Hayes « Master Furrice

Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you're right. - Henry Ford

-
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Kelly’s Deer Processing

FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR
“SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
WANTED: Cull Deer to purchase

Colin Kelly
19077 12 Mile Road
Big Rapids, M1 49307
(231) 796-3414
Email: colinf@cks-place.com
www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
24- Hour Deer Drop-Off During Season

SCI Mid-Michigan Member

10361 W. VanBuren Rd. * . MI 48877
989.833.7135

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 4:30pm

/

) S LV
Edward T. Peters
P.O. BOX 653 Prasident
MT. PLEASANT, MICH. Email edstercil@yahoo.com
48804-0653

Timothy R. Hauck
Land Manager
Cell ; 989-330-2472
Email timothyhaucki@yahoo.com

Phone: (989)772-5494
Fax: (989)773-6664

RON DAVIS
54/-290-0489

PO Box 631
Coquille, Oregon 97423

Alvin Campeau
Michael Campeau

PH: (306) 278-3457

Lrcwmse "8/ 0F Bowa’ TTIOEEEES

We offer a variety

of pre-set and customizable
Hunting & Fishing Packages

SANDRA CHANEY
Manager

>valley travel

of mt pleasant, lid

123 South Prunkin Bus_ (800} 290-5714
Mount Plessnmt, MI 48858-2319 (TE9) TT3-9914
BE-Mudl: b @yalley-travelned FAX (V89 TT3-2046

Froling Farms

Roger Froling
Owner

BUFFALO ON THE HOOF, MEAT, HUNTS

1000 Dildine Road
lonia M| 48846

Phone:616-527-4622
Fax: 616-527-6736
Email: rfroling@chartermi.net
Cell: 616-291-0066

“Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil - it has no point.” - Billy Graham

www.midmichignmec.org x
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Brian'Simpson’

oL

HEPBURN LAKE LODGE

FLY-IN FISHING& HUNTING

LAKE TROUT- PIKE- WALLEYE

BLACK BEAR HUNTING
NORTHERN SASK. CANADA
FHONE 1-306547-3328

email-hepburnlakelodge@saskrelnet
ARLEE THIDEMAN

“

Blysione 97 Bailey

Ceftified Public Accountants, P.C
waww bhcpape.com

Glen D. Blystone, CPA Thomas |. Bailey, CPA
Jill Bourland, CPA Mary Ann McPherson, CPA

619 5. Misslon Streel
ML Pleasant, MI 48858
{989) 7724673

2931 Manor Drive
Midland, M1 48640
(DY) B32-THI3
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Roger C. Froling Life Insurance Company

HMEMRER
iLL DO

BOLLAR
BOUND
TABLE

G

1000 Dildine Road
lonia, M| 48846
Office: (616) 527-4622
Fax: (616) 527-6736

y kicome Cell: (616) 291-0066
e rfroling @ chartermi.net

541.912.2801

BICH®HUNTWRO SOM
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-

www.havatoa
Jim and Debbie Dieckmann
Nyora Millmerran 4357 Australia Tel: (61) 7 4667 4152 Fax; (61) 7 4667 4110

ustraiia.com.au

OF ALASKA
SERVICE

ke Cowan

.4'(!: HAL
A

35555 Kenal Spur Hwy - PMB #419 = Saldotna, Alaska 99669
email: crosshairsofalaska@yalog.com

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched.
They must be felt with the heart. - Helen Keller
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D&L Custom Hi

T: 847.690.0690
F: 847.690.0699
E: lisaj@dichb.com
Laurad@dichb.com

'. Check us oul af

. www.pleasantgraphics.com

New Fast & Easy Way 1o
Send Files & Place Drders

(989) 773-7777 » Fax (989) 773-0865
6835 Lea-Pick Drive = Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
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